Lesson 46 worksheet - Israel: 12 Spies
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. As we have studied the story of Israel in the Bible, much time has been spent 
learning about the many things God told the Israelites at Mount Sinai. In lesson 22, Moses and the millions of Israelites arrived at that mountain, and lessons 23 through 45 told many details about the instructions God gave to them there. The children of Israel spent more than one entire year camped at Mount Sinai. During that time, God used Moses and Aaron to lead and organize the people. 
2. When they left Egypt, they were a fearful group of freed slaves, not really sure where they were going. One year later, they were a great nation, organized into tribes, with a religious and legal system to unite them. On the first day of the first month of the second year, they set up the new Tabernacle, and the cloud and fire of God’s presence came down upon it. On the fourteenth day of the second year, they celebrated the Passover, the anniversary of their departure from Egypt. (Num. 9:1-3)
3. On the twentieth day of the second month of the second year, God’s cloud lifted up from the Tabernacle. This was the sign that God wanted them to move to another place. They all packed their tents and took the Tabernacle apart for travel. Every tribe knew exactly where they were supposed to go as the nation moved forward. The tribe of Judah was the leader; they went first. Although it was not the largest tribe, Judah would be the tribe of their kings. David and all of his royal descendants came from the tribe of Judah. Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is called “the Lion of the tribe of Judah”. Every other tribe had an assigned place in the procession as the nation followed God’s cloud. (Num. 10:11-28)

4. The cloud led them away from Mount Sinai for three days, and then it stopped. The nation set up the tabernacle under the cloud, and every tribe set up camp in their assigned places around it. Some of the people were unhappy about the moving, and they complained. God does not like complaining! He sent fire among the complainers and burned them up. Moses prayed for the people, and God stopped the fire. (Num. 11)
5. Then the people began to complain about the food. God had given them manna to eat, but they wanted some meat. All the people began to cry because they wanted meat. This made God angry again. Moses was angry, too. He talked with God about the problem. God said he would give them enough meat to eat for a whole month. Moses did not see how this could be possible. God sent a wind into the camp that blew a large number of quails to them. The people collected great piles of quails and began to eat them. Many of the people became sick and died, because God was not pleased with the way they lusted after the meat. 
6. You might think that the people would have learned their lesson about complaining, but they did not. Aaron the high priest, who was Moses’ brother, and Miriam, Moses’ sister, complained because Moses had married an Ethiopian woman. They said, “God does not only speak by Moses. God speaks by us, too”. They did not respect the authority that God had given to Moses. God called the three of them to come to the tabernacle. He told them that Moses was the chosen leader of the people, and they should be afraid to speak against him. God struck Miriam with leprosy. Moses prayed for her, and God healed her. (Num. 12)
7. God’s cloud led them forward to Kadesh, on the border of the Promised Land of Canaan. God was ready to move the nation into their land. He wanted them to know what the land was like, so He told Moses to send twelve men to search the land and bring back a report about it. Moses sent one man from each tribe to spy out the land. He told them to find out what kind of people lived there, what kind of cities they lived in, whether the ground was fertile, and what kind of trees were there. He told them to be brave, and to bring back samples of the fruit that grew there. (Num. 13)
8. The twelve spies traveled through the land for forty days. They found the land to be very fruitful. It “flowed with milk and honey”. They came back with a cluster of grapes so heavy it took two men to carry it. They told the people that the land was good, but the people were too strong to fight against. They reported that the men were mighty giants, and the cities were surrounded with strong walls. Two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, said there was no need to fear, since God was on their side. The other ten spies said that it was hopeless to think that they could possess the land. 
9. The Israelites became fearful and discouraged. They did not want to go into the Promised Land and fight such powerful enemies. They talked about returning to Egypt. The people forgot that God can do anything. God had done so many miracles for them that they should have known He could help them defeat the Canaanites. They did not believe that God would do what He promised to do. They acted as if they thought God was a liar.

10. Joshua and Caleb tried to encourage the people. They said, “Let’s go! We can do it! God will help us! Don’t rebel against God! Don’t be afraid!” The people did not listen to Joshua and Caleb. They wanted to kill them. (Num. 14) God was angry because the people did not believe. His glory appeared in the tabernacle. He told Moses that He wanted to destroy them. Moses prayed for the people and asked God not to kill them. 
11. God was merciful. He did not kill them, but He said that they would not be able to go into the Promised Land yet. All of them who did not want to go would have to live in the wilderness until they died. Their children would have to wait forty more years before they could inherit the Promised Land. The 10 spies who discouraged the people died of a plague. The faithful spies, Joshua and Caleb, lived. God would allow them to live to enter the Promised Land 40 years later. 

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 47 - “The Wilderness”.
