Lesson 47 worksheet - Israel: The Wilderness
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. After more than a year of education and organization at Mount Sinai, God led the Israelites directly to the border of the Promised Land of Canaan. He wanted them to go in and possess the land right away. Moses sent 12 spies into the land to examine it and prepare a report about it. They came back after 40 days with good news; the land was beautiful and wonderfully fruitful. They also reported that the people were very strong. Many of them were giants. The cities were well protected with strong walls. (Num. 13)
2. God did not tell the spies to make a decision about whether or not to conquer the land. He had clearly told them to go. Ten of the 12 spies decided that it was not possible to take such a strong country. They did not believe that God’s was able to help them, as He had helped them in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and at Mount Sinai. Ten spies told the people that it was not possible to take the land. They had no authority to come to that conclusion. They questioned God’s command and decided they did not need to obey Him. The Israelites became fearful and discouraged.
3. Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, were faithful to believe God. They tried to encourage the people to believe God and obey Him, but Israel would not listen to them. God was angry with their unbelief. He said that none of them would be able to enter the land, except for Joshua and Caleb. He sentenced them to wander in the wilderness for 40 years, (one year for every day the spies searched the land) until all of the disobedient adults were dead. Only their children would be allowed to enter the Promised Land.
4. Moses told the people that God was not going to let them go into the land. They were very sad, but they were still not ready to listen to God and obey Him. When God said they could not go, they changed their minds and said, “We will go!” Moses told them, “Do not go. God is not with you. You will be defeated in battle.” They did not listen to Moses. They formed an army and tried to take a hill that was occupied by Canaanites. Moses did not go with them. They were beaten by the Canaanites. (Num. 14)
5. After about twenty years of wandering in the wilderness, Korah, a leading man of Israel, gathered many people to complain against Moses and against God. They said that Moses took too much authority upon himself. They wanted to be rulers of the people. Moses told them to come to the tabernacle and stand before God. Fire came out from God and destroyed 250 of them. The earth opened up and swallowed the rest of the people who were complaining. Other people rebelled against God because of these deaths. God killed 14,700 of them with a plague. More would have died, but Aaron ran out among them and prayed for them. He stood between the living and the dead, and God stopped the plague. (Num. 16)
6. After this rebellion, God told each of the 12 tribes of Israel to bring a wooden rod to the tabernacle. (Num. 17) The leader of each tribe wrote the name of his tribe on the rod. They put the twelve rods in the tabernacle overnight. In the morning, they saw that Aaron’s rod had sprouted buds, blossoms, and almonds, as a sign that God had chosen Aaron and his sons to be the priests. The rod that budded was placed into the Ark of the Covenant.
7. Some time later, Moses’ sister Miriam died in a dry desert place. There was no water there, so the people began to complain again. They told Moses it would have been better to stay in Egypt. God told Moses to speak to a rock, and water would come out for all the people. Moses became so angry with the people, that he hit the rock twice with his rod. (Num. 20) He did not follow God’s instructions. The rock was supposed to be a picture of Jesus, the source of living water. The first time Israel needed water, Moses smote the rock. After that, he was only supposed to speak to the rock. Jesus only had to die once to be our source of Salvation. He does not need to die again; we just need to speak to Him. God gave them water, but He told disobedient Moses that he would not be allowed to go in to the Promised Land. 
8. Moses wanted to travel through the country of Edom. Edomites are related to Israelites, since they are descendants of Esau, the brother of Jacob (Israel). Moses said Israel just wanted to pass peacefully through their land on their highway. He promised not to take anything from them, not even a drink of water, without paying for it. The Edomite king answered them harshly. He threatened to attack them if they came through his land. The Israelites had to turn back to the desert wilderness. God did not forget the unkindness of Edom. He would punish them many years later.
9. After this, God told Moses it was time for his brother Aaron, the high priest, to die. Moses took Aaron and his sons up to the top of Mount Hor. They took the priestly garments from Aaron and put them on his son Eleazar. God said that Aaron could not go into the Promised Land because he was guilty with Moses of striking the rock twice. Aaron died there on the mountain.
10. One of the Canaanite kings attacked the Israelites. God helped Israel to defeat him, and to destroy all of his cities. (Num. 21) Then they traveled forward. They had to go around the land of Edom, since they could not get permission to go through. The way was long and difficult. The people became discouraged and began to complain about the food and lack of water. God sent serpents to bite the people, and many of them died. They came to Moses in repentance, asking him to pray that God would save them from the serpents. God told Moses to make a serpent of brass and put it up on a pole. Anyone who was bitten could look up at the serpent, and be healed.

11. The brass serpent is one of the most powerful pictures of Jesus in the Old Testament. The people, bitten by serpents and dying, remind us of sinners who have been bitten by Satan, the serpent. Sin is a deadly venom that is sure to kill us. Jesus took our sin upon Himself when He died on the cross. He took the form of the sinful servant and was lifted up. Anyone who looks to Him in faith, receiving what He did as the payment for sin, will be healed of sin and live forever. Jesus said, “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” (Jn. 3:14-15)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 48 - “Battles in the Wilderness”.
