Lesson 48 worksheet - Israel: Battles in the Wilderness
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God led the Israelites out of Egypt and brought them to the border of the Promised Land. They refused to go in to the land, so God made them wander in the wilderness for forty years. These could have been forty wonderful years of victory, but instead they were forty weary years of trouble. They did not have very many victories in the wilderness, but God was always there to help them when they listened to Him.

2. As they traveled from place to place in the wilderness, they came in contact with different groups of people who lived there. In our previous lesson, we learned how the Edomites, relatives of the Israelites, would not allow Israel to pass through their land. Later they came to the land of the Amorites, and asked permission to pass peacefully through their country on their highway. The Amorite king, Sihon, said Israel could not enter his kingdom. Then he gathered an army and attacked Israel. This was about the 38th year of their wandering in the wilderness. (Num. 21, Deut. 2)
3. Israel fought against Sihon’s army and completely defeated him. They captured the land and all the cities of the Amorites, and began to live there. This country was on the east side of the Jordan River, across from the Promised Land of Canaan. In the same area was another kingdom, Bashan, ruled by a mighty king named Og. This king was a giant. Bashan was called “the land of giants”. His bed was about 4 meters long and 2 meters wide. Og did not like how Israel had conquered his neighbor Sihon. He and his army attacked Israel. (Deut. 3)
4. When Og the giant came to attack Israel, God said, “Do not be afraid of him. I will deliver him into your hand, and all his people, and all his land, just as I did with king Sihon.” Israel fought and defeated Og the king of Bashan. They took all of his land, with all 60 of his strong walled cities. The wandering Israelites finally lived in real homes, but they were not yet in their Promised Land. 

5. The victories over Sihon and Og became an important part of the history of Israel. Whenever they wanted to remind themselves of God’s power, they talked about what God did in Egypt, and what He did at the Red Sea, and what He did to “Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og king of Bashan”. About 400 years later, David talked about Sihon and Og in Psalms 135 and 136. A thousand years after these victories, Israel was still singing about them in their praises to God. (Neh. 9:21-22)
6. Moab was another kingdom on the east side of the Jordan River. Balak, the king of Moab, saw what Israel did to his neighbors, Sihon and Og. Balak wanted to drive away the Israelites, but he was afraid to fight them. He decided to try to put a curse on Israel. He sent messengers to Balaam, a Mesopotamian prophet. We do not know much about Balaam, but he was an interesting character. He was not a true prophet of God, like the prophets of Israel were. In his religious studies, he learned something about the true God that spoke to Abraham. Balaam was somewhat famous, and he had a reputation for being able to bless or curse people. (Num. 22)
7. King Balak’s messengers came to Balaam’s house. Perhaps he had a sign that said, “Balaam - prophet for hire. Blessings and curses. Low prices. Results guaranteed.” They told him, “We need your help! A group of people that came out of Egypt is camped near my country. They cover the face of the earth! They are too strong for us to fight, so come with us and put a curse on them. Then we will be able to drive them away. We will pay you lots of money.”
8. Balaam told the men to stay there that night, and he would talk to God about their proposal. God appeared to Balaam and told him not to curse the people, because they were blessed by God. The next morning he told Balak’s men to go home, for he could not curse Israel. Then Balak sent another group of messengers to Balaam, with more money and promises of great honor. Balaam said he would ask God again about cursing Israel.
9. It is dangerous to continue to ask God about something when he has already clearly said no. God told Balaam he could go to Moab, but he was only to say what God told him to say. Actually, God was angry with Balaam. He sent an angel with a sword to kill him as he traveled on a donkey to Moab. Balaam could not see the angel, but the donkey could. The donkey tried to get away from the angel. He went off the road, then he bumped into a wall, crushing Balaam’s foot, then he fell down on the ground when there was no way to get past the angel.
10. Each time the donkey tried to avoid the angel, Balaam beat him with a stick. God allowed the donkey to speak to Balaam. “Why are you beating me these three times?” said the donkey. Balaam said, “If I had a sword, I would kill you, you stubborn donkey. I try to tell you which way to go, but you go another way.” The donkey said, “Haven’t I been a good donkey all the time you have owned me? Have I ever acted this way before?” Balaam said, “No, you were always a good donkey.”
11. God opened Balaam’s eyes so he could see the angel and the sword. Balaam realized that he had been as stubborn as a donkey. God told him what to do, but in his heart, Balaam wanted to do something else. Just like Balaam wanted to kill his donkey, God wanted to kill Balaam. The angel said, “Your donkey saved your life. Now be obedient, like your good little donkey. Go to Moab and do exactly what God tells you to do.”
12. King Balak was excited that Balaam had come to curse Israel. He brought him up to a high place and offered seven sacrifices on seven altars. Balaam said, “I cannot curse whom God has not cursed. I can only say what God tells me to say”. He pronounced a beautiful blessing upon Israel. Balak was angry, but he tried again. He brought Balaam to another high place and offered more sacrifices. Balaam blessed Israel again. Balak brought Balaam to another place and sacrificed again. Balaam spoke a long and wonderful blessing about Israel.
13. Balak was very angry. He said, “I hired you to curse Israel, and you blessed them three times. I will not pay you!” Balaam then spoke a prophecy that Israel would someday defeat the Moabites, and all their other enemies in that area. Balaam went back to his home, but we will learn more about him in our next lesson.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 49 - “The Doctrine of Balaam”.
