Lesson 50 worksheet - Israel: The Last Sermon of Moses
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. A brief review of the life of Moses reminds us that he was born into slavery in Egypt. According to Egyptian law, Hebrew boys were supposed to have been killed at birth, but his parents hid him to save his life. When he was three months old, his mother put him into a floating basket, and into the Nile River. He was discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter, who brought him into the palace to be raised as a son of Pharaoh. He received the best of Egyptian education.
2. Moses eventually learned of his Hebrew roots. He chose to identify with his slave people rather than the Egyptians who had adopted him. When he was 40, he murdered an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave. Because of this, he had to run away to the wilderness, where he worked as a shepherd for the next 40 years.
3. God appeared to Moses in a burning bush, and told him to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt. Moses and his brother, Aaron, went to Pharaoh with God’s demand to “Let my people go.” Stubborn Pharaoh would not agree until God had sent 10 terrible plagues to destroy Egypt. Moses led the people out of Egypt to the Red Sea. When Pharaoh and his army pursued the Israelites, God opened the Red Sea so they could safely cross. The Egyptians tried to follow them, but the Red Sea closed on top of them.

4. Moses led Israel to Mount Sinai, where they received the law. Then they went to the border of the Promised Land. The people were afraid, and refused to enter the land. God made them wander in the wilderness for 40 years. At the end of this period, they conquered Sihon, the king of the Amorites, and Og, the king of Bashan, and possessed their lands and cities.
5. 40 years after the people refused to enter their land, all of the adults of that generation had died, except for Moses, and the two good spies, Joshua and Caleb. It was time to enter in to the Promised Land, but Moses himself was not going to be allowed to go, because he lost his temper and smote the rock twice in the incident at Meribah. (Num. 20)
6. In the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, Moses called all of the people together. He was 120 years old. He had an important message from God to give to them. Moses was going to preach his last sermon to the Israelites. This sermon is recorded in the Bible as the book of Deuteronomy, which means “the second law” or “the law, repeated”. Moses needed to remind the new generation of what had happened in the past. People who do not remember their history will make the same mistakes that their ancestors made. It is always good to repeat the truth over and over again.
7. Moses reminded the people how their fathers had refused to go into the land. He told them it was finally time for them to possess it. He reminded them how God had taken care of them in the wilderness for 40 years, and how God had given them victory over Sihon and Og. 

8. When Israel defeated Sihon and Og, some of the Israelites decided that they wanted to stay in the territory that they had just captured. The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh had cattle, and this was good land for their cattle. Moses was angry, because he thought they did not want to participate in the battles to possess the Promised Land. He said, “Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here?” They answered that they were willing to fight the Canaanites until all the land was conquered. Moses agreed to let them have that land on the east side of the Jordan if they would fight with everybody else to subdue the Promised Land.
9. After a review of their history, Moses gave them a review of the Law. He repeated the Ten Commandments, and many other laws and rules. He urged them to listen to God and to obey Him wholeheartedly. Deuteronomy 6:4-5 is considered by Jews to be the most important passage in the Bible: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” Jesus said this was the first and greatest commandment in the Bible. (Mt. 22:37-38) These verses of scripture are fastened to the doorpost of every Jewish home. They are tied in a box to the forehead and to the arm of devout Jews.
10. After reviewing the Law, Moses gave the people several warnings. He told them they could expect to be cursed if they did not obey God. He told them of the wonderful blessings they could expect if they would follow God’s instructions. These promises and warnings were a covenant with God (a special agreement with a promise).
11. Then Moses wrote a song of praise to God and gave it to the people. (Deut. 32) Then he blessed the people. (Deut. 33) He said something special to each of the tribes. He prophesied about many things that would happen in the future. Moses told the people that Joshua would be their new leader.

12. Moses knew that he would not be able to go in to the Promised Land, but he had a great desire to see it. He had heard of this land ever since he was a child. Every Israelite was familiar with the story of how God had promised the land of Canaan to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Moses asked God to let him see the land, but God would not let him go in. God allowed Moses to go to the top of mount Pisgah and look over the Jordan river to see the Promised Land from a distance. Then Moses died. God buried the body of Moses, and nobody knows where he is buried.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 51 - “Joshua”.
