Lesson 51 worksheet - Israel: Joshua
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. In the book of Deuteronomy, Moses gives his last message to the Israelites. He reviews their history and their law, and then he tells them it is time to go into their Promised Land. He tells them that God will not let him go to the land of Canaan with them. He led them for 40 years, but he could not lead them any further. Moses told them that Joshua would be their next leader. Joshua would take them in to possess the land.
2. Joshua’s name means “Jehovah (God) is the Savior”. The New Testament form of the same name is “Jesus”. Like all the Israelites of his time, Joshua was born in captivity in Egypt. His father’s name was Nun. He was from the tribe of Ephraim, which descended from Joseph, and was the largest and most powerful tribe. Joshua was probably about the same age as Caleb or younger, so he would have been at least 40 years younger than Moses, and would have been about 20 to 40 years old when they crossed the Red Sea.
3. The first time Joshua appears in the Bible, Israel had crossed the Red Sea, but they had not yet reached Mount Sinai, or received the Law. They had experienced some disappointing times of hunger and thirst, but God gave them manna to eat, and water from the rock to drink. Then they were attacked by the Amalekites. Moses told Joshua to choose men who could fight, and to lead them into battle. (Ex. 17) We do not know what Joshua did before this battle, but Moses knew enough about Joshua to know that he was dependable. Moses trusted Joshua to know something about war. He trusted Joshua to be brave and to lead men successfully. 
4. Joshua led the Israelites into their first battle. Moses stood on the top of the hill and prayed with his rod held high. As long as Moses lifted his rod in prayer, Joshua prevailed against Amalek. When Moses’ arms were weary, and he lowered the rod, the enemy prevailed. Moses sat upon on a stone, while Aaron and Hur helped him hold up his hands, and Joshua won the victory. God told Moses to write this story in a book, and to make sure to read it to Joshua. God said that He would not forget how Amalek was the first nation to make war with Israel, and He promised to destroy Amalek in the future. 
5. The next time we see Joshua in the Bible, Moses is going up onto Mount Sinai to receive the Law from God. (Ex. 24) He brings Joshua with him. Joshua is called the “minister” or servant of Moses. Today we might say that Joshua was the personal assistant of Moses. He went part of the way up the mountain with Moses, then he waited there while Moses went further to talk with God. When Moses came back down 40 days later, Joshua was waiting faithfully for him. Joshua was faithful and dependable.
6. While Moses and Joshua were on the mountain, Israel turned away from God and made a golden calf to worship. (Ex. 32) They celebrated with a wild feast that included nakedness, dancing, and loud music. It must have been something similar to a modern rock concert. Moses and Joshua heard the noise as they came down from the mountain. Joshua said that it sounded to him like the sound of war. He was not familiar with the wicked music of Egyptian idol worship. Moses was more experienced in the ways of the sinful world, and he recognized the noise as the music of satanic rituals.
7. When God wanted to destroy all the wicked Israelites, Moses moved his tent outside the camp and prayed for them for 40 days. (Ex. 33) Joshua stayed in the tent while Moses talked with God. Joshua is called “the servant” of Moses and “a young man”. Later, in Numbers chapter 11, when the people complained for lack of meat, God sent His Spirit upon 70 of the elders, who began to prophesy. Two of these men did not come to the tabernacle as they were supposed to, so they began to prophesy in the camp. Joshua, “the servant of Moses, one of his young men”, said that these men ought to be stopped, since they did not follow the instructions of Moses. Joshua was loyal to Moses, and wanted everyone to do what their leader told them to do. Moses was not worried about the men who prophesied in the camp, but he must have been encouraged by the support of Joshua.
8. We recently studied how Joshua and Caleb were the only two faithful spies of the 12 who brought back a report of the Promised Land. When they saw that Israel was not willing to obey God and possess the land, they tore their garments in grief. (Num. 14) They tried to convince the people that God was able to give them victory. God said that only Joshua and Caleb would enter the land, and all others of their generation would die in the wilderness.
9. Before Moses died, God told him to appoint Joshua as the new leader of the Israelite people. (Num. 27, Deut. 31) Moses brought Joshua in front of all the people and laid his hands on him as a sign of approval. Moses gave Joshua a public message of instruction and encouragement. He told him to be strong and brave, and to lead the people to possess the land. He told him that God would go with him, would never forsake him, and would never fail him.

10. When Moses died, God gave Joshua a spirit of wisdom to know how to lead the people. The Israelites listened to him, and they trusted and followed him, just like they had done for Moses. God began to speak to Joshua. The Bible says, “the LORD magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of his life”. (Josh. 4:4)

11. God gave Joshua a wonderful plan for success that we should learn. “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” (Josh.  1:8)
12. Joshua was a man of action. He did not waste any time. As soon as he was in command of Israel, he told them to prepare to cross the Jordan River. After forty years of tiresome wandering and waiting, Joshua said, “within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land”. (Josh. 1:11)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 52 - “Two Spies”.
