Lesson 52 worksheet - Israel: Two Spies
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Moses died after leading the people of Israel for more than forty years. His faithful servant Joshua became the new leader of Israel. As soon as Moses was dead, God told Joshua that it was time for the Israelites to enter and possess the Promised Land of Canaan. Joshua immediately began to make preparations. He told the people to make some food for traveling, because they were pass over the Jordan River and enter the land in three days. (Josh. 1)
2. Jericho was the first city to which they would come after crossing the Jordan. Joshua wanted to have as much information as possible about this city, so he sent out some spies. (Josh. 2) Joshua remembered the tragic results of a spying mission forty years before, when Moses had sent twelve spies into the land. Ten of the spies came back with discouraging reports about the strong cities and the mighty warriors. They influenced the people to turn back from following God’s instructions. Joshua and Caleb, the two good spies, were not able to overcome the bad advice of the other ten spies.
3. Joshua learned that too many spies will ruin an intelligence gathering mission. Instead of sending twelve spies to Jericho, he only sent two. He also learned that spy missions should be kept secret. The twelve spies of Moses went out publicly, and came back and reported publicly. This gave them the opportunity to influence the people. Spies are not supposed to lead the people; they are supposed to gather information for the ones who are leading the people. Joshua sent out his two spies secretly. They were to gather information and report back directly to him.

4. The two spies made it into the city of Jericho and looked for a place to stay while they collected information. They found a public house that was managed by a woman named Rahab. She was a harlot, a woman who had lived a sinful life, but she wanted to change her ways. When she heard the stories about the amazing things God had done for Israel, she knew He was the one true God. She believed in Him and wanted to follow Him.
5. The spies must not have been careful enough to conceal their true identities as Israelites. Somebody figured out who they were and reported to the king of Jericho that there were spies in the house of Rahab. The king sent men to Rahab’s house to arrest the spies. They asked her to send the men out. Rahab had already decided to protect the Israelite spies, so she lied to the king’s men, and told them the spies were already gone.
6. Many people have criticized Rahab for telling a lie. The Bible says we should tell the truth. Rahab did not have a Bible, so perhaps she should not be judged as harshly as someone who knows God’s commands, like we do. It was not right for her to lie, but it was right for her to hide Israelites from those who would have tortured and killed them. A similar situation happened 120 years earlier when Moses was born. The midwives were supposed to kill the Hebrew baby boys, but they did not. They lied to Pharaoh and said that the Hebrew women delivered their babies before the midwives got there. It was wrong for them to lie, but it was right for them to save the lives of Hebrew babies. Some would say that in time of war, deception is a weapon that must be used against an enemy. There are examples of this in the Bible, but nothing gives us any excuse to tell a lie in our personal life, or in our business dealings.
7. Rahab had hidden the spies on her roof, under stalks of flax that were drying there. She told the king’s men that the spies had just left the city, and if the king’s men would hurry, they could catch them. The king’s men hurried out of the city just before the gates were closed, and ran down towards the Jordan River in pursuit of the spies. Rahab saw that they had gone toward the river, so she told the spies it would be safe for them to go in the opposite direction, to the mountains, and hide for three days. After that, it would be safe for them to return to the Israelite camp.

8. Rahab told the spies some amazing facts about the attitude of the people in Canaan. This information was more valuable than anything the spies could have learned about the city’s defenses, or the strength of the army. Rahab said that the Canaanites had heard the stories about how God had dried up the Red Sea, and how Israel had defeated the mighty kings Sihon and Og. She said, “terror is fallen upon us”, “all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you”, “our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man”.
9. While Israel was trembling in fear and unbelief because of the “mighty giants” of Canaan, those giants were very much afraid of Israel and God. If Israel had obeyed God 40 years earlier, He would have given them the victory. For 40 years, the Canaanites wondered why the Israelites did not invade their land. Many times God prepares a victory for us, and the enemy knows we can win, but we do not trust God enough to claim the victory.

10. Rahab said, “I know that the LORD hath given you the land”, “for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath”. She knew that the Israelites would destroy her city, and she asked the spies to save her and her family alive. The spies promised to save her if she would help them escape to safety. The city gates were already closed, but Rahab’s house was on the wall, so she was able to let them down over the wall on a rope in the darkness.
11. Rahab used a special scarlet (red) line to let the men over the wall. Perhaps this would not have been as visible at night. The spies told her to tie this scarlet line in her window. This would be a sign to Israel not to kill anyone in that house. The scarlet rope was the symbol of salvation to Rahab’s house. Like the Passover blood on the doorpost, it reminds us of the blood of Jesus Christ that saves us from death, sin, and hell.
12. The spies hid for three days in the mountains, until the men of Jericho gave up looking for them. They went home and reported all their adventures to Joshua. They told him that the Canaanites were all afraid of Israel, and that God would surely give the land to them.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 53 - “Crossing Over Jordan”.
