Lesson 53 worksheet - Israel: Crossing Over Jordan
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When Moses died, Joshua quickly prepared the people to enter the Promised Land and begin the battles to possess it. They were located on the east side of the Jordan River, in the territory they had gained by defeating kings Sihon and Og. They gathered together near the river. Joshua sent his officers among the people and told them to watch for the Ark of the Covenant. When they saw the priests come out carrying the ark, they were supposed to follow it. (Josh. 3)
2. Remember that there were specific rules in the law for moving the Ark of the Covenant. Nobody was ever allowed to touch the ark. There were wooden poles, covered with gold, that were made to carry the ark. The poles were placed into golden rings, attached to the ark, and only the priests or Levites were allowed by law to carry the ark.

3. Joshua’s officers commanded the people to follow the ark, but not to get too close. They had to stay back two thousand cubits away from it. (about 1 kilometer) That way, everybody would be able to see it, and all could follow without crowding one another. It was important for them to follow directions, and to have a clear view of who was leading them, because they had never passed that way before. Everybody needed to see the leader, and not just follow the person next to them.
4. Joshua told the people, “Sanctify yourselves.” This means they were supposed to put away all uncleanness. They needed to wash themselves, and get rid of anything that was dirty. They needed to spend some time with God, confessing their sins and cleaning their hearts and minds of anything that was not pure. To sanctify means to set something apart for a special purpose. God wants his people to be separated from the wickedness of this world, so that He can do special things with them for His glory.
5. Joshua told the people, “Tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” God had done miracles and mighty works in the past for their fathers, and now he was getting ready to do wonderful things for a new generation. God is always the same. He is almighty. He can do anything. He does not do the same things for every generation, but He always does what His people need. The God who worked in days long ago can work for us today and tomorrow.
6. Joshua told the priests to pick up the ark and go forward to the river. All the people watched and prepared to follow. God told Joshua, “This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.” God was going to show all the people He had chosen Joshua to be their leader. This gave the people confidence that they could trust Joshua and follow him.

7. God told Joshua to tell the priests to walk into the river with the ark. When the priests stepped into the river, the water dried up in front of them. Just as God had opened the Red Sea, so the Israelites could walk over on dry ground, He now opened up the Jordan River, so they could walk over into the Promised Land. When God opened the sea, the water stood up like a wall on both sides. A river is different than a sea. The Jordan River flows down from north to south, so when God opened a path for Israel, the waters piled up high on the north side, and the south side of the river ran dry.
8. Joshua told the people that this miracle was proof that the living God was among them, and that He would without fail drive out from before them the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites. It is sad that the previous generation had not learned this lesson: that God, Who can send plagues on Egypt and open the Red Sea, can give victory in the battles of life.
9. The priests stood in the middle of the dry river bed until all the Israelites had crossed over. Then Joshua told the people to send twelve men, one from each of the tribes, back into the river. He told each man to bring a stone from the dry river bed, and carry it out upon his shoulder. (Josh. 4) Probably each man tried to choose the biggest and heaviest stone he could carry, to show the others that his tribe was the strongest and best. 

10. The twelve men brought these stones to Joshua, and he used them to build a monument. Joshua went down into the river himself and used twelve stones to build another monument right next to where the priests were standing. Then he and the priests left the river bed, and the waters began to flow again, as usual. This was a time of year when the waters were higher than normal, so a lot of water had piled up high, held in place by the hand of God.
11. The people saw a miracle that day that they would never forget. It was important to God that they remembered what He did for them. He told them to be sure to tell their children and grandchildren what God had done here. That’s why He told them to build the monuments. He said that someday the children would see them and ask, “What do these stones mean?” Joshua told the people to always take the time to tell the story to each generation. 

12. This great miracle happened in a place called Gilgal. The stone monuments lasted there for many years, but they are gone today. We have the story in the everlasting words of the Bible to remind us what God did there. This miracle is a testimony to us and to all future generations that the God of Israel is all powerful. He can do anything that we need, even when it seems impossible. Let us always remember to tell these stories to our children, and to every future generation. (Psalm 78)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 54 - “The Walls of Jericho”.
