Lesson 54 worksheet - Israel: The Walls of Jericho
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the Israelites finally crossed over the Jordan River into the Promised Land. God worked a great miracle to stop the waters of Jordan, so they could cross on dry ground. God wanted them to learn a lesson: if He was strong enough to dry up the river, He was strong enough to give them victory in battle against the Canaanites. Their fathers had not learned this lesson. They saw God’s mighty power in Egypt, and at the Red Sea, but they would not trust Him to bring them in to their land.
2. Joshua led Israel across the river, and, as God commanded him, he set up two great monuments. He built a monument of twelve stones right where the priests stood in the dry Jordan River bed. This was a reminder for future generations to see exactly where Israel had crossed. The other monument was built of the twelve stones that twelve men of the twelve tribes of Israel had brought out of the dry river bed. This monument was set up in their first camping place in the Promised Land, a place called Gilgal. 
3. The name Gilgal means “a circle of stones”, which probably describes the form of the monument. Gilgal also can mean “rolling like a wheel”. At Gilgal, the Israelites kept the Passover feast, and they circumcised all who had been born since they left Egypt. (Josh. 5) They dedicated themselves to follow God’s law, and to live as God’s chosen people ought to live. God told them that he had “rolled away the reproach of Egypt” from them at Gilgal. They had carried the burden of sinful Egyptian traditions all those years, but when they gave themselves completely to God, he rolled that burden off of them.
4. At Gilgal, the Israelites began to eat the food of the land. It was growing in the fields, and some was probably in storehouses that were abandoned by the fearful Canaanites when Israel came across the river. As soon as they could eat the food of their own Promised Land, the manna from heaven stopped appearing on the ground every morning. God had fed them with manna for forty years, but now they didn’t need it any more.

5. The Israelite camp at Gilgal was right next to the great walled city of Jericho. (Josh. 6) Joshua had already sent two spies to gather information about Jericho, and now he was making plans to attack and defeat the city. Jericho’s walls were very large. Joshua went to examine them for himself and to try to figure out a way to conquer this city. Suddenly, he saw a man standing by him with a sword in his hand. Brave Joshua challenged him, “Are you for us, or for our enemies?” The man answered, “No, I am the captain of God’s army.” Joshua fell on his face and worshipped, and asked the Great Captain what he should do. The Captain told him to take off his shoes, because this was holy ground. We believe this Captain was God Himself, Jesus Christ making an appearance in the Old Testament.

6. Israel had surrounded the city of Jericho. God told Joshua that He was going to give the city to them. He told Joshua to march his army around the city. In the middle of the army, seven priests marched, blowing on ram’s horns. Other priests followed them, carrying the Ark of the Covenant. No soldiers were allowed to say a word or make a sound. They marched completely around the city, but they didn’t do anything to attack it.
7. The next day, they all marched around the city in exactly the same way. They did this strange march every day for six days. On the seventh day, they marched around the city seven times. Then Joshua told his silent army to shout. They shouted with a great shout, and God did another mighty miracle. The walls of Jericho fell down flat, so that every soldier of Israel could run straight into the city and attack it.
8. God told Joshua to give strict instructions to the Israelite soldiers. He said that Jericho was a cursed city. Everything must be destroyed - all the people, all the animals, and all the buildings. Every living thing must be killed, and everything that could burn must be set on fire. All the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron must be collected and brought to the Lord’s treasury. Nobody was allowed to keep anything for their personal use. This first conquered city belonged to God.
9. Some people would criticize Israel and God for the harsh and complete destruction of this city, and the other cities of Canaan. They foolishly forget that God is the Creator of all life, and He has every right to take it whenever and however He chooses. Most people do not accuse God of doing wrong when cities are destroyed by floods, storms, fires, earthquakes, or disease. We understand that God is in control of all these natural forces, and often uses them to take people’s lives. We also learn from the Bible that God uses evil nations, like Babylon and Rome, to perform His will on earth. Sometimes He uses them to punish sinful nations, even His own chosen people of Israel. Usually God does not use His people to kill and destroy, but in this specific time and place, He told them to wipe out the Canaanites. He has the authority to do this, because He is God. He has the authority to send sinful men to burn forever in Hell’s lake of fire. Don’t ever dare to question Almighty God, or think that He could do anything wrong. Israel was right to obey Him. God does not command His people today to kill and destroy; He commands us to tell people everywhere about the love and Salvation of Jesus Christ.
10. Israel destroyed Jericho, just as God commanded. The only ones who survived were Rahab, who had protected the two Israelite spies, and her family. She gathered them into her house before the final battle, and fastened the scarlet red cord in her window as a sign to the Israelites. Joshua told the same two spies to go directly to her house and to bring them safely out of the city. The rest of the army was instructed to stay away from the house with the scarlet cord.
11. The scarlet cord was a symbol of salvation for Rahab and her family. It reminds of the blood of Jesus, which saves us from eternal destruction. Rahab must have been a beautiful woman. God’s law gave instructions that allowed Israelite men to take beautiful enemy captive women as wives. Salmon, a leading prince of the tribe of Judah, noticed Rahab, and followed the rules to make her his wife. She had been a harlot in a cursed city, but she became a princess among God’s people because of her faith. She and Salmon had a son, Boaz, who married Ruth (in the Bible book of Ruth). Rahab was the great-great-grandmother of King David. She was also one of the ancestors of Jesus Christ Himself. She is listed in His family tree in Matthew chapter 1. A little faith can make a big difference in a person’s life!
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 55 - “Achan’s Deadly Sin”.
