Lesson 55 worksheet - Israel: Achan’s Deadly Sin
Student
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. After Israel crossed the Jordan River to enter the Promised Land, they won their first military victory by defeating the walled city of Jericho. They didn’t need to plan a brilliant 
war strategy, or develop new 



 or tactics; they just needed to follow God’s instructions. He told them to march around the city once a day for six days. On the 
seventh day, they needed to march around the city seven times, and then 
. When they did all these things God told them to do, the city walls fell down flat. Then it 
was very 


 for the Israelites to attack and defeat the surprised and terrified people of Jericho.
2. God gave Israel some other instructions to follow for the battle of Jericho. He told them 
to completely 


 the city. They were commanded to kill all the people and animals. Only Rahab, who had helped the Israelite spies, and her family, were spared 
from destruction. God showed mercy because of their 


. All the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron were to be brought to the Lord’s treasury. Nobody 
was allowed to keep anything for themselves, because this city was 
. 
3. God has absolute authority to decide how and when to take 


. Often he takes lives with natural disasters. He is in control of storms, fires, floods, earthquakes, and 
disease. Nobody should 



 God when people die. Death was not in God’s plan; it is the result of sin. Everybody is a sinner, so everybody deserves to die. God is never unfair, unjust, or unrighteous. When God told Israel to kill men, women, and 
children, He was using the children of 



 to carry out His sentence of divine judgement. God does not tell us to do today what He told Israel to do back then. We must not use our modern ideas to criticize or condemn what God and Israel did in the Old Testament days.
4. The Israelites followed God’s instructions when they 



 around the city and shouted. They followed His instructions when they killed all the people and animals. But they did not completely follow all of his instructions. One man, named Achan, who was in Jericho during the battle, saw some things that he wanted to keep for himself. (Josh. 7) He noticed “a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, 
and a wedge of 


 of fifty shekels weight”. Probably he looked to the left and to the right to see if anyone was watching. He took these pretty things and hid them 
under his tent. He should have looked 


, and remembered that God sees everything we do.
5. Perhaps 



 knew what Achan had done. Nobody reported him to the leaders of Israel. When the battle of Jericho was over, Israel celebrated the victory. Achan thought that nobody would ever find out about his sin. He forgot what Moses had said just 
a short time before that: “Be sure your 


 will find you out.” Because this one 
man was disobedient, the Bible tells us that “the 



 of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel”. The whole nation was in danger because of the foolishness of one man.
6. Joshua looked at the land and made plans for his next attack. Not far from Jericho was 
the city of Ai. Joshua sent 



 to look at the city. They returned with the news that Ai was only a small city. They told Joshua that he would not need to send the entire army to attack such a small place. Since they had just defeated the great Jericho, 
they were 




 in their ability to take Ai. There were three major flaws in their plan. First, they did not defeat Jericho by their own ability; God defeated Jericho by His ability. Second, they did not ask God for instructions, they made their own 



. Third, they did not know that hidden sin in their camp was going to turn God away from them.
7. Joshua agreed to send only 


 men to attack Ai. They all thought it would be an easy victory. They met the army of Ai on the field of battle, but things did not happen as they expected. The enemy fought bravely, and the men of Israel lost their 



 and ran away. Enemy soldiers chased the Israelites and killed 


 of them.

8. Joshua and the people of Israel were distressed and terrified. They tore their clothes 
and fell on their 



 before the Lord. Amazingly, Joshua said, “God, why did you bring us here to kill us? We should have stayed on the other side of Jordan. 
When the Canaanites 


 about this, they will kill us all!” In the first crisis of his leadership, he began to talk like the other complaining Israelites. God told him, “What 
are you doing on your face? Get up! There is 


 in Israel. Someone has taken cursed things, and I am not with you any more.” God gave Joshua instructions about how to put the curse away from them.

9. Early the next morning, Joshua called an assembly of all the people. Each of the twelve tribes sent forward a representative. Some kind of a selection process was conducted to 
determine which of the tribes were 



. Perhaps they used lots. 
Each of the 12 leaders could have put a marker into a 

, and after praying to God to control the selection, one marker was picked. Perhaps they used the mysterious Urim and Thummin of the high priest to make the selection. Whatever method was used, 
God guided the 



. The tribe of Judah was picked as the guilty tribe.
10. The families of Judah each sent a representative, and the family of Zarhi was chosen as guilty. The men of Zarhi came forward, and Zabdi was chosen. All of Zabdi’s sons and 




 came forward. Achan was chosen. Joshua told him to confess. 
Achan said, “Indeed I have sinned.” He told how he had 


 the beautiful things. (Sin often starts with the eye.) Then he told how he coveted them. (Sin progresses 
from the eye to the 



.) Then he said, “I took them.” (Sin that started in the eye, and progressed to the heart, expressed itself in actions of his hands.)

11. Men were sent to Achan’s tent. They brought back the garment, the silver, and the 
gold. They brought Achan’s 


, his animals, and all his possessions. Everything was taken out to the valley of Achor. Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? 
The Lord will 


 you.” All Israel stoned Achan and his family to death. They continued to throw stones until a huge pile of stone covered Achan, his family, and 
all he owned. God’s 


 was turned away from Israel.

12. When Achan was tempted by something he 


, he never expected that it would cause 36 brave men to die. He did not think that it would result in his death, 
and the death of his 


. Sin will always cost you 



 than you will want to pay.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 56 - “The Battle of Ai”.
