Lesson 56 worksheet - Israel: The Battle of Ai
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Israel’s first battle to conquer the Promised Land was a great success. God’s people followed His instructions to march around Jericho for seven days. The city walls miraculously fell down flat, and Israel destroyed Jericho. One of the Israelites, a man named Achan, took some gold, some silver, and a beautiful garment. He disobeyed God, Who had commanded them not take any valuables for personal use. (Josh. 7)
2. Achan thought that his sin was hidden, but God saw what he did. God was angry with Israel because of the hidden sin among their people. When Israel went to battle against the next city, Ai, they thought it would be an easy victory. They did not even bring the whole army, because Ai was a small city. God worked against Israel, and the enemy defeated them and killed 36 men. The Israelites cried out to God, and He showed them the hidden sin of Achan. Joshua led the people to execute Achan and his entire family, and God was not angry with Israel any more.

3. God told Joshua to go back to Ai and fight against it. (Josh. 8) He told them to bring the entire army, and He promised victory. He told them to kill all the people, but they would be allowed to keep the animals and other valuable things for themselves. He told Joshua to set an ambush behind the city. This is a military tactic to hide part of the soldiers, and use them for a surprise attack.
4. Joshua took the entire army and prepared for battle. He ordered thirty thousand men to move during the darkness of night and find hiding places behind the city. He told them to stay in hiding, not far from the city, and to be ready to fight. He gave them some other instructions, and told them to watch for a signal that he would give them. When Joshua raised his hand with his spear, it would be a signal for the thirty thousand men to come out of hiding and attack the city.
5. Joshua rose up very early in the morning and organized his army. He numbered the people, or counted them, to be sure that everyone was in his place. It was important to number the people before the battle, so they could be sure to know afterwards how many had been killed.
6. Joshua led the people and put them in position during the darkness of the early morning hours. The main camp of the army was set on the north side of Ai, with a valley between the city and their camp. Joshua sent 5000 more men to hide on the west side of the city. Then Joshua led the main body of the army into the valley, and prepared to attack the city from the north.
7. The king of Ai saw Joshua and the army of Israel approaching from the north. He hurried to wake up his army and they prepared to defend their city. He could see that Israel brought a much bigger army this time, so he gathered every man of the city to go out of the city and fight them. He did not see the two groups of Israelites hiding in ambush behind the city and to the west. The king of Ai had also made some kind of alliance with the people of the nearby city of Bethel. At an appointed time, all the men of Ai and all the men of Bethel came out to the field of battle to fight against Israel.
8. The king of Ai was very confident that he could beat the Israelites. Although he had only fought against 3000 of them in the first battle, he thought that they were cowards, so he was not afraid to fight against any number of them. His opinion of Israel’s fighting ability was formed when God was not with them. This teaches us that Israel was nothing special without God. We should always be careful not to be proud of ourselves. Everything good that happens to us comes from God. As Jesus said, “Without Me, ye can do nothing.” (Jn. 15:5) We should depend on God, and trust Him for everything. We should be thankful to Him for everything He does for us.

9. The army of Ai boldly attacked Israel. Joshua ordered his men to act like they were afraid. Israel ran away from the men of Ai and Bethel, just like they ran away during the first battle. The king of Ai began to chase them. Israel ran towards the wilderness, to the southeast. Every single man of Ai and Bethel pursued them, being sure that they could drive them away, and kill many of them. They left the city completely open and unprotected.
10. The enemies of Israel chased them to the southeast of the city. Just then, Joshua stretched out his arm with his spear. This was a signal for the men who were hiding in ambush in the west to run into the city and set it on fire. Soon a great cloud of smoke rose from the burning city of Ai. Some of the men of Ai looked back and saw the smoke. They shouted to their comrades, “Our city is on fire!” Soon they realized that they were in trouble.
11. Joshua and the main army stopped running and turned back to attack the men who had been chasing them. The Israelites who had set the city on fire ran out to attack the enemy from the other side. The men of Ai and Bethel were surrounded, and had no place to run away. With God’s help, Israel fought bravely and killed all of their enemies. Nobody escaped. They captured the king of Ai and brought him to Joshua. They went back to the city and killed everyone else. All twelve thousand people of Ai were put to death, as God had commanded them. The king of Ai was hanged upon a tree. The city was burned and torn down to a pile of ruins.
12. God told the people of Israel that they could keep the cattle and the valuable treasures of Ai for their own personal use. If only Achan had not been so greedy and impatient, he would have received his share of good things. After the battle, Joshua built an altar to God at mount Ebal. He assembled the people to listen to a special reading of God’s law. Half of the people stood on one mountain, and the other half stood facing them on another mountain. Joshua conducted the ceremony that Moses had commanded in Deuteronomy chapter 27. As he read the blessings and curses promised in the law, all the people answered with shouts of “Amen”. Joshua built a monument there with the words of the law engraved upon stones.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 57 - “The Peace Treaty”.
