Lesson 57 worksheet - Israel: The Peace Treaty
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. To understand why the Israelites needed to conquer and possess the Promised Land, we should review some of the promises God made to Abraham. In Genesis chapter 15, God told Abraham that his descendants would inherit the land of Canaan. God foretold that those descendants would be afflicted in a foreign land, that they would be servants there, and that they would come out of that foreign land with great substance. Exactly 430 years after this promise, the Israelites came out of Egypt, where they had served in affliction, and they had great treasure, which the Egyptians gave to them. (Ex. 12:40-41, Gal. 3:16-17)
2. Some people have thought there is a contradiction in the Bible, because Exodus 12 and Galatians 3 say that the sojourn (temporary stay) of the Hebrews in a foreign land was 430 years. Genesis 15:13 and Acts 7:6 tell us that the Hebrews were afflicted by the Egyptians for 400 years. When you use Bible information to calculate the time they actually spent in Egypt, from the time of Joseph, it is only a little more than 200 years. Here is the brief answer to this problem. There were exactly 430 years from God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 15 to the day the Israelites left Egypt. That was the time of their “sojourn”. There were 400 years from the time Ishmael mocked and afflicted Isaac (Gen. 21) to the time Israel left Egypt. Ishmael was the son of an Egyptian woman, so Egyptian “affliction” of Abraham’s seed continued for 400 years.
3. When God promised to give the land to Abraham’s seed, he said that they would have to wait for hundreds of years, because “the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full”. (Gen. 15:16) The Canaanite people were very wicked, sinful people, but God was patient enough to give them time to repent. He knew that they would not repent, so He prepared a destructive judgment for them. God loves sinners, and He is patient with them, but there are limits to his patience. When the cup of His wrath is full, He will pour out his judgment upon rebellious sinners. He was patient for 120 years before he sent the flood to destroy the world. He is patient now as He waits to punish the Earth during the Great Tribulation. He was patient with the Canaanites for hundreds of years until it was time to send in the Israelites to destroy them. The land was the rightful property of Israel, because God, the owner of the whole earth, had promised to give it to them.
4. There were seven major nations living in the Promised Land: the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. God said that each of these nations was greater and mightier than the Israelites. (Deut. 7:1-2) God promised to help Israel fight against these nations, and He commanded Israel to completely destroy all of them. He told Israel not to make any covenant (peace treaty) with any of the Canaanite nations.
5. The Canaanite nations heard about the miraculous victories that Joshua and Israel had won at Jericho and Ai. Six of the nations joined together to fight as allies against the Israelites. Each of these nations was bigger than Israel, so this must have been a huge army. (Josh. 9)
6. The people of Gibeon, a great city of the Hivites, were not ready to fight against Israel. They had heard of Israel’s victories in Egypt and on the east side of Jordan. They recognized that Israel was victorious because their God was real and powerful. They decided to try to trick Israel into making a peace treaty with them.
7. The Gibeonites sent ambassadors to meet with Joshua, but they didn’t want him to find out that they were Hivites. They disguised themselves to make it look like they had traveled from a distant country, far away from Canaan. They arrived in the Israelite camp and proposed a peace treaty. The leaders of Israel said, “How can we make a league (peace treaty) with you? Maybe you are Canaanites!” Joshua asked them where they came from. They said, “We come from a very far country. We heard about your great God, and we want to be your friends. Make a league with us.”

8. The deceitful ambassadors showed Joshua dry and moldy bread that they carried with them. They said it had been taken hot from the oven on the day they left their country to visit Israel. They showed him some old torn wineskins, and said that they had been new and filled with fresh wine when they left home. They showed how their clothing was old and ragged, and their shoes were worn out. They claimed that their clothing and shoes had been new when they started their “long journey”. Joshua saw the false evidence, and believed their story. He did not ask God for instructions.
9. Joshua and the princes of Israel made a league with the Gibeonites, which included three other cities near them. They promised not to fight against them, and promised to help them if somebody else attacked them. They swore a solemn oath “by the LORD God of Israel”. This was a very serious promise. When they swore an oath, they were asking God to curse them if they did not keep their word.
10. Three days after they made this league, Israel was traveling through the land of Canaan, and came to Gibeon. They were shocked to find out that this Canaanite city was the one that had just made a peace treaty with them! The Israelite people wanted to attack and destroy Gibeon, but the princes said, “No, we cannot fight them, or God will curse us.” Joshua said to the Gibeonites, “Why did you deceive us? We will not destroy you, but we will make you our slaves. You will cut wood and carry water for us.” The Gibeonites agreed to work for the Israelites.
11. This strange story shows us something about the mercy of God. He had commanded Israel to destroy all the Canaanites, but these Gibeonites believed that the God of Israel was real. They had some faith. God respected their faith and let them live. God could have told Joshua that they were lying, and they all would have died. God used the carelessness of Joshua to allow them to live, because they had a little bit of faith.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 58 - “The Longest Day”.
