Lesson 58 worksheet - Israel: The Longest Day
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. During the Second World War, in June of 1944, the German army was busy making preparations for the expected “D-Day” invasion of France by allied forces. Field Marshal Erwin Rommel, the famous “Desert Fox”, was in charge of building fortified positions all along the French Coast. As he inspected the defenses, he told his aide that the invasion would be a fierce battle. He said that the first day of the invasion would be “the longest day”. American author Cornelius Ryan wrote a book about the D-Day invasion, and chose Rommel’s words as the title, “The Longest Day”. His book was made into a popular and award winning film.
2. D-Day was one of the great battles of history, but it was not really the longest day. Joshua chapter 10 tells the story of another great battle, and the day of that battle was in fact the longest day in history. Israel had already successfully destroyed two cities in the Promised Land, Jericho and Ai. We learned in our last lesson that six of the seven Canaanite nations joined together in an alliance to fight against Joshua and Israel. Each of these nations was greater than Israel, so this alliance should have been powerful enough to drive the Israelites out of the land.
3. The men of Gibeon, a Hivite city, did not trust in the mighty Canaanite alliance. They had heard about the miracles that God performed against the enemies of Israel. They believed that the God of Israel was real and powerful, and they did not want to fight against Him. They decided to try to make a peace treaty with Israel.
4. God had told Joshua to never make any peace treaties with the Canaanites. Perhaps the Gibeonites knew this, because they came to Joshua in disguise. They dressed themselves in old clothes and carried old spoiled food to make it look like they had traveled from a far away country. Joshua was deceived by their trick, because he did not ask God for instructions. He and the leaders of Israel swore a vow to God, promising that Israel would not fight with them, and that Israel would help them if they were attacked. Three days later, Israel came to Gibeon, and found out that it was a Canaanite city. They did not attack the Gibeonites, but they made them slaves.
5. The other Canaanites were very angry when they heard that Gibeon had made a treaty with Israel. Gibeon was an important city, and the men of Gibeon were mighty warriors. Five Amorite kings joined forces, and went to attack Gibeon, to punish them for joining the other side. When the five kings started to make war against the city, the Gibeonites sent a message to Joshua, “We are your servants. The kings of the Amorites have attacked us. Come quickly, and help us!”
6. Joshua was obligated by his vow to God to help the Gibeonites. If he did not keep his word, God would curse him. He should not have made this promise, but now he must keep it. This time, Joshua spoke to God and got instructions from Him. God said, “Do not fear them. I have delivered them into your hand. Not one of them will be able to stand against you.” 

7. Joshua and the Israelites left their camp at Gilgal, and traveled all night to reach Gibeon. He surprised the five kings with a sudden attack, probably in the early morning darkness. The Amorites ran away in confusion. The Israelites chased them all day, and killed great numbers of them. The Amorites tried to run to safety in the mountains, and they almost escaped, but God sent a terrible hailstorm that killed many of them. The hail stones killed more of them than the Israelites did!
8. The huge enemy army had lost many men, but there were still a great number of them trying to escape from the Israelites. Those who survived the hailstorm in the mountains crossed over into a valley on the other side. Joshua was still chasing them, but he was running out of time. The sun was about to go down, and the Amorites would be able to get away in the darkness. 

9. Joshua did not want these mighty men to come back to fight against him later. He spoke to the Lord, expressing the desire of his heart for more time to finish this fight. He asked that the sun and the moon might stand still until the battle was over. God heard his prayer and performed one of the greatest miracles of all time. The sun and the moon stood still in their positions in the sky. The daylight continued for almost an entire day, while Joshua continued to defeat the enemies of God. This was, without question, the longest day in history.
10. It is foolish to try to figure out a natural explanation for this miracle. Some have suggested that an unusual cloud formation or atmospheric condition caused the light of the sun to be reflected into the valley for a long time. That certainly does not agree with what the Bible clearly says. If we are believers, we believe what God said. The sun stood still. Did God stop the rotation of the earth? Did he stop time while Joshua finished fighting? It does not matter. What God did was impossible. It was a miracle. We don’t need to explain it; we just believe that God can do the impossible.
11. The five kings ran from the battle field and hid in a cave. When Joshua heard about them, he gave orders to seal them in the cave with large stones. The battle continued, as Joshua caught the fleeing armies and destroyed most of them before they could get safely to their own cities. When the fighting was done, Joshua came back to the cave where the kings were trapped. He brought them out and had all the Israelite captains place their feet upon the king’s necks. He said, “Fear not; the Lord will do the same to all our enemies.” He killed the kings and hung them on trees.
12. Joshua continued to conquer the Promised Land. (Josh. 11, 12) Sometimes he fought against the cities one at a time. Sometimes great armies of Canaanites assembled together to fight against Joshua. Every time, God gave victory to the Israelites. The Bible gives us a list of 31 kings that they killed. After seven years of war, most of the Canaanites were defeated, and the people began to settle in to their new home. They set up the tabernacle at a place called Shiloh, which would be their central place of worship for the next 300 years.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 59 - “Dividing the Land”.
