Lesson 59 worksheet - Israel: Dividing the Land
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When Moses died, and Joshua began to lead the people, the Israelites began an exciting campaign of victorious conquest of their Promised Land. Life in the wilderness had been weary and boring, but life in God’s country was thrilling. It was not always an easy life, but God gave them power to fight the difficult battles. We need to understand that the entire example of the nation of Israel is given to us in the Bible so that we may learn lessons about life. Different stages of progress in Israel’s history show us the steps of growth in the Christian life.
2. The years of slavery in Egypt are a picture of the life of sin before we found Salvation in Christ. We were slaves to sin, and had no power to free ourselves. The Passover is a picture of the sacrifice of Christ, the spotless Lamb who shed His blood to protect us from death. When we, by faith, apply the blood of Jesus to the “doorpost” of our life, God’s judgment will pass over us. The Red Sea crossing is a picture of Salvation. A miraculous way of escape was opened for us, and we crossed from death unto life. The Red Sea closed to show us that there is no way to go back. A saved person is eternally secure.

3. Mount Sinai is a picture of the Bible - our instructions from God. A saved person needs to read his Bible every day to find guidance for his journey through life. The Tabernacle, with the pillar of cloud and fire, is a picture of the Holy Spirit of God, who lives in us and helps us to know which way to go. The Promised Land is a symbol of a life of victory and obedience to God’s will. The Israelites refused to enter the land, just like many Christians refuse to live for God. They are saved from the land of slavery, but they do not want to give their lives to serve the Lord.
4. The wilderness is a picture of a Christian who is living for himself. He is saved, but he is not living in victory. There is so much more that God wants to give him, but he does not want to obey. God takes care of him, and provides his basic needs, but he does not experience the thrill of letting God use him to do great things. The wilderness can also be seen as a time of spiritual growth. Most Christians are not ready to give everything to God as soon as they get saved, so they spend at least a little time “in the wilderness”. The happiest Christians are the ones who get through the wilderness quickly. Some Christians never surrender to God’s will, and they die “in the wilderness”.
5. The conquest of the Promised Land pictures the life of a Christian who says “yes” to God’s plan. It is not always an easy life. There are battles to fight. There are fearsome giants that we must face. Sometimes there are defeats, but in the Promised Land, we usually win, especially when we look to God for instructions. It may be hard to understand why God told them to completely destroy the Canaanite people, but we need to understand that they were very wicked sinners. God’s justice demanded that they be punished. The wicked Canaanites picture our personal sins. We should fight sin in our lives without mercy. Never have a tender feeling toward sin in your life - kill it!

6. Joshua and the Israelites lived this exciting life of victory for about seven years. Then it was time for peace. It was time for them to receive their rewards. There would still be some battles in the future, but they had defeated most of their enemies, and they could enjoy the fruits of the land. The end of Joshua chapter 11 says, “The land rested from war.” It was time for Israel to inherit the land. It was divided into sections, and each tribe received their own portion. (Josh. 13)
7. The tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh, had already chosen their portions. They wanted the land on the east side of the Jordan River, which had been conquered from Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, the king of Bashan. They had agreed to stay with the rest of the Israelites and fight until the wars were over. Now they were allowed to cross back over the river and settle down in their own land.

8. The tribe of Levi did not inherit a portion of land like the other tribes did. The Levites were dedicated to the service of God. Their duties were written in the Law, and they were supported by the tithes and offerings of all the people. They were given some cities to live in, but they lived among the rest of the Israelites. God told them that their inheritance was the tithes of the people, and that He Himself was their portion. (Num. 18:20-21, Josh. 13:14, 33)
9. Joshua was now an old man. God told him that there were still some battles to fight, but it was time to divide the land among the rest of the tribes. There were still nine tribes, and the other half of the tribe of Manasseh, that had not received a portion of land. The descendants of Joseph were two separate tribes, Ephraim and Manasseh, because Joseph received a double portion of the inheritance. (Josh. 14:4)
10. The central part of the land was conquered. It was decided that this part was big enough for three portions. The tribes worked together to set the boundaries of these three portions, carefully making sure that each one would be good enough that any of them would be happy to receive it. This process was similar to the system of “you cut, I choose” that children use to divide an apple or a candy bar. One child cuts the item in half. The other chooses which one he wants, so the cutter makes sure that the halves are equal. The tribes cast lots, and the three portions were given to Judah, Ephraim, and the other half of the tribe of Manasseh. (Josh. 15-16)

11. A long time after this, the other seven tribes had not received their portions of the land. They were all living in a big camp in Shiloh, near the tabernacle. They were happy to stay there, but Joshua knew that they needed to go inhabit the land and live in their own portions. He commanded them to divide the remaining land into seven good portions and cast lots for them. (Josh. 18) Some of the portions still had Canaanites. Each tribe had to fight to drive the remaining enemies out of their own portions. A few tribes agreed to work together to fight their enemies. 
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 60 - “Good Old Caleb”.
