Lesson 60 worksheet - Israel: Good Old Caleb
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. After Moses died, Joshua led the people across the Jordan River. They followed God’s instructions and fought against the Canaanites until the Promised Land was conquered. The main part of the fighting lasted for about seven years. When the war was over, the Israelites divided the land into sections, and each tribe received their own portion. Some of these portions still had a few Canaanites living in them, so some of the tribes still had to fight to claim their land.
2. The tribe of Ephraim was the largest and most powerful tribe of Israel. They were descended from Joseph’s younger son, but Jacob had prophesied that the younger would become greater than the elder. (Gen. 48) Joshua was a member of this tribe. Ephraim was a proud tribe. They thought they were better than the other tribes, and they always thought they should have the most important place among the tribes of Israel. Their proud attitude caused many problems throughout the history of Israel.
3. After the tribe of Ephraim received their portion of land, they began to complain that it was not big enough for them. (Josh. 17:14-18) They told Joshua that they were a great people, and ought to have more than one portion of land. Perhaps they thought that Joshua would give them special favors, because he was a man of their tribe. Joshua was a wise and patriotic leader of the entire nation, not just his own tribe. He told them, “Yes, you are great people. Get up to the wooded hills in your land and cut down trees, and you will have more room.” He wanted them to work hard and make the most of what God had given them, instead of complaining that He had not given them enough.
4. The men of Ephraim told Joshua that even if they cut down the trees in the wooded hills, there would still not be enough room for them. Joshua told them to go down into the valleys, but they said that strong Canaanites with chariots of iron still lived in the valleys. Joshua said that great people like the men of Ephraim could surely fight and defeat their enemies. This is a good lesson for us. We should never complain that God has not given us enough. Maybe we will need to work hard and fight bravely, but we can prosper in God’s will with what he has given us. People who fail usually make excuses, as if they just don’t have the opportunity to succeed. They probably just need to work harder and fight to win.
5. When Joshua began to divide the land, his old friend Caleb came to him. We remember that Joshua and Caleb were the only two of the 12 spies who wanted to obey God and possess the land right away. (Num. 13-14) Israel did not listen to them, so the nation was doomed to wander in the wilderness until all the rebellious adults were dead. God promised that Joshua and Caleb would live to enter the Promised Land. (Deut. 1:34-38) Now these two faithful men were the oldest men in Israel. Caleb was 85, and Joshua was probably about 90. All of the other living Israelites were under twenty years old when the spies made their report 45 years earlier, so nobody else was older than 65.
6. Caleb came to Joshua with a personal request. He reminded Joshua that God had promised to give him land. (Num. 14:24) God said that Caleb could have the land that he had explored on his spying mission. The spies brought back grapes from the valley of Eschol, and Caleb wanted some land in that area. The valley is next to Mount Hebron, south of Jerusalem, where Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are buried. Caleb’s request was simple and direct. He said, “Give me this mountain!”

7. Hebron was one of the places that still had Canaanites living there. Caleb would have to fight to drive them out if he wanted to possess his land. These were not just ordinary Canaanites; they were Anakims, who were fearful and powerful giants. They lived in strong, walled cities. These are the same people that the ten spies saw, and said, “We were like grasshoppers compared to them.” (Num. 13:33)
8. Caleb was a good man, but he was an old man. How could an 85 year old man expect to go to battle against giants? His old friend Joshua was “old and stricken in years” at this time. Caleb was different. God had allowed him to have the strength of a younger man, even though he was old. Caleb told Joshua that he was just as strong at age 85 as he had been at age 40. He was still able to go out to fight on the field of battle. He said, “If the LORD will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the LORD said.” Caleb believed God’s promises and trusted God to help him win the victory.

9. Caleb was a member of the tribe of Judah. His portion of land was within the portion that had been given to the tribe of Judah. Caleb attacked the city of Hebron, which was ruled by three Anakim giants. He drove them out of the city and took possession of it for himself. (Josh. 15) Then he wanted to drive out the Anakims from the nearby city of Kirjathsepher. He asked the other men of his tribe if any of them was brave enough to fight and take that city. He offered a special prize. Caleb promised to give his daughter, Achsah, as wife to any man would attack and defeat Kirjathsepher. Caleb’s nephew, Othniel, took the city, and married Achsah. Many years later, Othniel would become the first judge of Israel.
10. Caleb was a brave and honorable man. He knew what was rightly his, and he was not afraid to ask for it and fight for it. His daughter, Achsah, was bold, like her father. When she married Othniel, Caleb gave her a portion of land for an inheritance. This was good, but she wanted more. The land he gave to her did not have a good supply of water. She went to her father and asked him to give her some land with springs of water. He agreed to her request, and gave her the upper springs and the lower springs. 

11. Caleb had said, “I want that mountain.” His daughter said, “I want that fountain.” Both of them received what they asked for. This teaches us to ask God for things we want. If the request is a good one, and in agreement with God’s will for us, He can give us what we want. James 4:2 says, “Ye have not, because ye ask not.” Mt. 7:7 says, “Ask, and it shall be given you.” John 16:24 says, “Ask, and ye shall receive.”
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 61 - “Another Altar”.
