Lesson 62 worksheet - Israel: Joshua’s Farewell
Student







Date




Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Joshua lived a long and exciting life. He was born in Egypt when God’s people were slaves. He was called a “young man” at the time Israel came out of Egypt, but he must have been about 40 years old. This was young, compared to Moses, who was 80. Joshua saw all the miracles and plagues that God did to convince Pharaoh to “let my people go”. He crossed over the Red Sea, and saw it close and destroy the Egyptian army. He saw God provide food and water in the wilderness. When the Israelites faced their first military action, Joshua was appointed to lead the soldiers into battle. 
2. Joshua was the personal assistant of Moses. He went up on Mount Sinai with Moses, and waited nearby while Moses talked to God. When Moses came down with the commandments on stone tables, Joshua was with him. Joshua was one of the 12 spies that Moses sent to explore the Promised Land. He was the representative of his tribe of Ephraim, descendants of Joseph. Ten of the spies gave a discouraging report about the land, and said that Israel would not be able to conquer it. Joshua and Caleb believed that God would help Israel take their land, but the people would not listen to them.
3. Because Joshua and Caleb believed God, they lived to enter the Promised Land. Every other Israelite, who was 20 or older, died in the wilderness over the next 40 years. When Moses died, Joshua became the leader. He immediately led the people to cross the Jordan River. He led them into battles against the Canaanites for several years, until the land was conquered. He led the people to divide the land, so that each tribe would have their own portion of land. 
4. When all the tribes had received their portions of land, God told Joshua not to forget to set up the cities of refuge. (Josh. 20) The Law of Moses provided a system of justice to deal with people who would kill someone by accident. Usually, if someone was murdered, a relative would take the responsibility to become “the revenger of blood”. He would find and kill the murderer. (Num. 35:16-21) This method of punishing crime was established by God after the flood. He told Noah, “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed”. (Gen. 9:6)
5. The Law said that six cities in Israel would be cities of refuge. These cities were on both sides of the Jordan River, in the north, the south, and the center of the country. If someone killed a person by accident, he could run to the nearest city of refuge. He would be safe there from the revenger of blood. If the revenger caught him before he got to the city, he would die. In the city, the killer and the revenger would present the evidence of the case to the elders of the city. These cities belonged to the priests and Levites, so the elders knew the Law very well. If they decided that it was actual murder, and not an accident, they would allow the revenger to execute the killer. If they decided that it was accidental, the killer would be protected, as long as he stayed in the city. If he ever left the city of refuge, the revenger could kill him.

6. Joshua led the people to establish the six cities of refuge. The priests and Levites came to Joshua and reminded him that the Law required the tribes of Israel to give them 48 cities. (Josh. 21, Num. 35) The six cities of refuge were given to Levites, and the tribes gave them 42 other cities. Every tribe had cities of Levites living among them. The Levites were God’s servants. They were spiritual leaders that taught God’s word to the people, and prayed for them. The other tribes gave the Levites ten percent of their income, to support God’s work.
7. Joshua was given his own portion of land among his tribe of Ephraim. The people lived in peace for many years. When Joshua was very old, he called all the leaders of Israel together to give them a special message before he died. (Josh. 23) He reminded them of all the great things God had done for them. Although Joshua had been the leader for many victories, he did not take any glory for himself. He gave all the glory to God. He reminded them that there were still some enemies living in the land. He encouraged them that God would help them to defeat all the remaining enemies. He told them to always follow the instructions of God’s word.
8. Joshua warned the leaders of Israel not to follow the ways of the other nations. He said not to worship their false gods, or to be friendly with them, or to marry any of their people. Joshua told them that if they would always love the true God, He would always give them victory and prosperity. He warned them that God would punish them and drive them out of the land if they turned away from Him.
9. Old Joshua called all the people of Israel to come to him for a farewell message. (Josh. 24) He repeated the history of Israel, starting with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He reminded them of the great things that God had done for them. He reminded them that their victories came from God. He told them the story of a battle that was won because God sent hornets шершни to drive out the enemies. Joshua told them that God said, “I have given you a land for which ye did not labor, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.”
10. After this wonderful history lesson, Joshua challenged the people to always serve the one true God. The Lord had been so good to them! Why would they want to serve any other gods? Joshua told the people to put away any idols they might still be hiding in their homes. He gave them a bold ultimatum: “Choose this day whom to serve! Either serve the Lord, or serve other gods! Make up your mind right now! As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!” 

11. The people shouted back to answer Joshua, “We will serve the Lord, and obey His voice!” Joshua warned them that God would punish them if they ever turned away to worship false gods. He set up a large stone as a memorial of their promise to serve the Lord. He said, “This stone has heard all the words that God spoke to us today, and it will be a witness against you if you ever turn from Him.”

12. After these meetings, Joshua died. He was one hundred and ten years old. They buried him among his people, in his own portion of land, in Mount Ephraim. Joshua had been a great leader. The people served the Lord faithfully as long as he lived. They continued to serve the Lord as long as all the elders lived, who had known Joshua, and had seen the great things that God did.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 63 - “Judges”.
