Lesson 64 worksheet - Israel: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God was very good to the people of Israel. He chose their ancestor, Abraham, to be the 



 of a great nation. He brought Jacob’s family to Egypt during a time of famine, so they could survive. God used the powerful Egyptian government to protect the Israelites until they grew to become a great nation. When Egypt persecuted and enslaved the 
Israelites, God performed great miracles and sent 



 to lead them out of Egypt. God opened the Red Sea for them. For 40 years, He fed them in the wilderness and gave them water. He gave them a perfect law. He opened the Jordan River to let them enter the Promised Land. He gave them great victories, so they could possess their land. He put 
down the walls of Jericho, and made the 


 stand still, so they could finish a battle against their enemies.
2. Joshua had seen all of these great events. He had a strong 



 that God was real, and he led the people to follow God and obey His commandments. When Joshua died, the elders of Israel were men who had also seen the great works and miracles of God. They, like Joshua, led the people to follow God. It was their duty to make sure that 
the younger generation knew about Israel’s great 



. They should have educated the children to know all the stories of the great works of God. Somehow, they failed to do this. After Joshua died, when the elders who knew Joshua were all dead, the very next 
generation 




 about the Lord, and did not know about all the works He had done for them. (Jud. 2:7-10)
3. Any civilization is always one generation away from losing its 



 and values. Parents who know God must train their children to know Him. Israel turned away 
from God less than 


 years after the death of Joshua. They began to make idols and to worship false gods, like Baal and Ashtaroth. They worshipped the same gods that the Canaanites had worshipped. The Israelites should have known that the true God of Israel 
was more powerful than the 



 gods of Canaan. He had defeated all of them. The Israelites had been on the winning side, but they joined the losing side.
4. God’s covenant with Israel required that they must never worship any other god. The very 
first of the Ten Commandments was, “Thou shalt have no 



 gods before me.” He promised that they would be a great nation, and that they would live securely in their 



, but only if they would obey Him and follow Him. He promised to take them out of their land and send them into captivity if they turned away to follow other gods.
5. Judges 2:17 says that when Israel worshipped false gods, “the 



 of the LORD was hot against Israel”. It is very dangerous for you, when God is angry with you! He decided to use the remaining Canaanites, which Israel had not driven out from the land, to 
punish the Israelites. The presence of the Canaanites in the land became a 


 for Israel in each generation. If the hearts of God’s people were not right, they would follow the ways of the Canaanites. If they were truly followers of the Lord, they would reject the 
gods of Canaan, and obey God’s 


.

6. The first generation to turn away from God made marriages with the Canaanites, and 
served their gods. God was 



, and He punished them by sending an enemy army, led by Chushanrishathaim, king of Mesopotamia, to conquer them. They lived 
under the oppressive control of this king for 

 years. Finally, the Israelites turned their hearts back to their God, and they called out for Him to deliver them from their enemy.
7. When Israel was in trouble, and they called to God for help, He sent them a 


 who could lead them to victory. This time, God raised up Othniel, the nephew of Caleb. He is the one who married Caleb’s daughter. Othniel became a “judge” of Israel. God gave him 
special 



 and leadership ability, so that the people trusted him and followed him. He led the people to fight against the Mesopotamian oppressors, and God gave them victory. The Israelites had learned their lesson, and they followed God as long as 
their judge, Othniel lived. They lived peacefully in the land for 

 years.

8. A new generation came after them, which did not 




 what God had done. They did evil, and God punished them. This time, He sent Eglon, the king of 
Moab, to conquer and occupy the land of Israel. The Israelites served him for 

 years, and then they finally cried out to God for help. God raised up another judge, named Ehud, a left-handed man of the tribe of Benjamin.
9. The enemy king Eglon was a very 


 man. He was in charge of an allied army of Moabites, Ammonites, and Amalekites. The Bible says that “God strengthened him” to oppress Israel. God often uses evil people to accomplish His work. Eglon made his headquarters in Jericho, “the city of palm trees”. The Israelites were required to bring tax payments and other gifts to Eglon. Ehud the judge was appointed to bring a present to king 
Eglon. He concealed a long 



 under his clothing on his right leg. Most 
men carried their weapons on the left side, and drew them out with the 



 hand. Left-handed Ehud could easily draw from the right side, so his hidden weapon was not detected by the king’s guards.
10. Ehud and some other Israelites brought the gift to king Eglon. Then, Ehud said, “I have a 



 message from God for the king!” Everyone left the room and left Eglon and Ehud alone. Ehud pulled out his knife and stabbed king Eglon in the belly! This knife was 
one cubit long - the distance from a man’s 



 to his fingertips. It was sharpened on both sides. Ehud stabbed the king with such force, that the knife went all the way into Eglon’s fat belly. The fat closed around the knife handle in such a way that Ehud 
was not able to pull the knife back out again. Ehud locked the 



 and left the king’s palace.
11. The king’s men waited for a long time. They wondered why Eglon did not call for them to serve him. When they found the doors were locked, they thought that he might be resting in his private room. Finally they unlocked the door, and they found their king dead on the 



. Ehud had escaped, and he gathered the Israelites together to fight. They drove the enemies out of the land, and killed 10,000 of them. They served the Lord, 
and lived in peace for 

 years. During this time, they had another judge named Shamgar. We don’t know much about him, but God raised him up to deliver Israel from the 
Philistines. He fought them with an ox goad, which was a simple pointed 



 that farmers use. He used it to kill six hundred Philistines.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 65 - “Deborah and Barak”.
