Lesson 65 worksheet - Israel: Deborah and Barak
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. After Joshua died, Israel soon forgot about the great works of God. About 45 years after Joshua died, Israel had already turned to the worship of other gods. God sent the king of Mesopotamia to punish and oppress them. After 8 years of oppression, the Israelites called out to God for forgiveness and help. God raised up Othniel the judge to lead them. God gave them victory, and they lived in peace for 40 years. The next generation turned back to idol worship. God sent Eglon, the king of Moab, to punish and oppress them. 
2. Israel suffered under the rule of Eglon for 18 years, and then they asked God to help them. God raised up Ehud the judge to deliver them. Ehud killed king Eglon with a knife, and led Israel to drive the Moabites out of the land. The Israelites stayed faithful to God for 80 years. During this time, God gave them another judge named Shamgar, who fought with the Philistines, and killed 600 of them with an ox goad.
3. After Ehud died, the Israelites turned away from God again. This time, God raised up Jabin, a Canaanite king, to conquer Israel. This Canaanite army was very powerful. They used the famous “chariots of iron” that had always frightened the people of Israel. Many years before this, Joshua had told them, “Thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots, and though they be strong.” (Josh. 17:18) They needed to defeat the Canaanites, and they could have done so, but they did not, because they were afraid of the chariots. Now, the great grandchildren were suffering defeat because their ancestors had not obeyed.
4. The Canaanites had 900 of these fearsome iron chariots. Their army was led by a great general named Sisera. He “mightily oppressed” the people of Israel for 20 years. He controlled the highways so that travel was not safe. The people had to travel in fear, using small pathways through the wilderness. He disarmed the people, so that nobody in Israel had a sword or a spear. It was not safe to live in the smaller towns, so the people abandoned them. Archers, like snipers, would shoot arrows at people who came to draw water at public wells.
5. It seems that each time Israel turned away from God, it took them longer and longer to turn back to Him. Finally, they called out to God in repentance, and prayed for help. Perhaps they expected that God would send a mighty warrior to deliver them. This time, God raised up a different kind of judge. Her name was Deborah! Yes, God raised up a woman to be the judge of Israel. (Judg. 4)
6. Usually, God puts men in positions of leadership. This time, He used a woman. We can not say for sure why He did this, but the Bible indicates that God did not want any man to get the honor for this victory. Perhaps the Israelites had given the credit for their previous victories to the great judges. God wanted everyone to know that He had given them the victory, so He used women. In those days, nobody expected that women could accomplish great things. God would get the glory.
7. Deborah was a motherly kind of woman. She was the wife of a man named Lapidoth. God blessed her with unusual wisdom. God raised her up in the same way He always raises up leaders. He gave her special talents, and people recognized her abilities. When someone had a question or a problem, Deborah always seemed to know the right answer. Her reputation grew, until all of Israel came to her for advice. She did not rule in a palace, like a king. She simply sat under a palm tree in her hometown and people came to her for advice. God blessed her and spoke through her. She was a prophetess and a judge.
8. Deborah sent a message to a man of Israel named Barak. She told him that God wanted him to gather 10,000 men to fight against Sisera and his chariots. She said that God had promised to give them victory. Barak was not really a great leader. He was humble enough to realize that he was not a mighty man of war. He told Deborah, “If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go.” Deborah agreed to go with him, but she told him that he would not receive any honor for the victory. All the glory would go to God, and He would use women.

9. Barak gathered 10,000 men and Deborah went with him to advise him. Sisera brought his entire army, with all 900 chariots, to fight against them. Barak’s army charged down from mount Tabor, but they did not do much fighting. The Bible says that the Lord smote Sisera’s army. Judges 5:20 says, “They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought against Sisera.” God destroyed the Canaanite army. He drove them towards a river, and sent a storm to catch them in a flood. The Israelites chased them, but they could never catch them. Those who were not killed by God fell upon their swords and killed themselves before the Israelites could get to them. Every single man in the enemy army was killed, except for general Sisera. He escaped and ran away. The Israelites were not able to collect any kind of treasure from the defeated army. This battle took place on the field we know as the valley of Armageddon.
10. Sisera ran from the battlefield, looking for a place to hide. He ran to the home of his friend, Heber. Jael, Heber’s wife, recognized him, and offered to let him hide in her tent. She saw that he was very tired, so she gave him some warm milk and put him to bed. He told her not to tell anyone that he was hiding in her tent. Sisera felt safe, and he fell into a deep sleep. For some reason, Jael decided to kill Sisera as he slept. Perhaps she thought that it was time to make friends with Israel, now that Sisera had no more army. She took a hammer, and a long nail from her tent. With one powerful blow, she drove the nail through the head of Sisera as he slept. His head was fastened to the ground. When Barak came, looking for Sisera, she showed him the dead body. Barak got no honor from the victory. God and women had done it all. 
11. Judges chapter 5 is a song about the battle. The last part says, “Sisera’s mother waited for him to come home. She wondered why it was taking him so long to return. She thought it was probably taking him a long time to divide up the treasures of the battle. But Sisera never came home. He perished, like all the enemies of God will perish.”
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 66 - “Gideon”.
