Lesson 66 worksheet - Israel: Gideon
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. According to Acts 13:20, the period of the judges lasted about 450 years. Moses and Joshua were actually the first judges, so they are included in this time period. After Joshua came judge Othniel, later came the judges Ehud and Shamgar. In our last lesson, we learned about a woman judge named Deborah. She instructed a man named Barak to lead an army against the iron chariots of the enemy. God gave a great victory, but none of the men gained any honor from the battle. Deborah told the army what to do, and another woman, Jael, killed the enemy general after hiding him in her tent. After this victory, Israel followed God and lived in peace for 40 years.
2. Once again, the next generation of Israelites turned to idol worship. (Judges 6) This time, God sent the Midianites to oppress them. Midianites were descended from another son of Abraham. They invaded Israel after the crops had been planted, and they destroyed all the food supply of Israel. The Israelites were forced to abandon their towns and they hid in caves in the mountains.  This oppression lasted for seven years, and the Israelites were reduced to poverty. When the Israelites called out to God, He sent them a prophet to rebuke them for their sin. The prophet did not bring them a promise that God would deliver them. He reminded them that God brought them out of Egypt, and gave them the land. He reminded them of God’s command not to worship false gods, and he condemned them for their disobedience. He made it clear that their problems were a direct result of their sin against God.

3. At this time, an Israelite named Gideon was trying his best to survive. He had a little bit of wheat hidden away from the Midianites, and he went to thresh it in a secret place. An angel of the Lord came, and told Gideon that the Lord was with him. Gideon sadly asked why all the terrible things were happening if the Lord was with them. He asked, “Where are all the miracles that our fathers talk about?” He said that God had forsaken Israel.
4. God told Gideon that he would lead Israel to victory over their enemies. Gideon was very surprised. He said that his family was poor, and that he was the least person in the family. God promised to be with Gideon, and promised victory. Gideon asked God to show him a sign. He brought an animal sacrifice, and God caused fire to come out of a rock to burn it up.
5. Gideon’s father had an altar of Baal in a grove of trees. God told Gideon to throw down the altar, cut down the trees, build an altar to God, and offer a sacrifice to God. Gideon was afraid of his family and his neighbors, so he did all these things at night. The next morning, the people of the city were shocked to see that the altar of Baal was destroyed. They investigated, and found out that Gideon had done it. They came to Gideon’s house and demanded that Gideon be put to death. Gideon’s father protected his son from the crowd. He said, “Does Baal need you to protect him? If Baal is a real God, let him defend himself.”
6. The Midianites gathered a huge army in the valley of Jezreel, which is also known as the valley of Armageddon. Their army included many Amalekites, and allies from other eastern nations. They were a multitude that covered the valley “like grasshoppers”, and they had more camels than you could count. The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon. He blew a trumpet and sent messengers to gather an army to fight against the enemies of Israel. 
7. Gideon still was not confident that he would be able to lead an army. He asked God to show him another sign. He put a woolen fleece on the ground at night, and asked God to put dew утренняя роса on the fleece, but not on the ground. In the morning, the dew was soaking wet, but the ground was dry. Gideon asked for another sign. He asked God to make the ground wet, and the fleece dry. He said, “Please don’t be angry with me, Lord, but I want to be sure.” In the morning, it was just as Gideon had asked. When God tells us to do something, we should not ask Him to show us signs and miracles. Gideon’s actions show us that his faith was weak, but God was very patient with Gideon. 
8. A great army of 33,000 Israelites came to Gideon. (Judges 7) God told him, “There are too many people in your army. If you win the victory with a big army, you will think that you did it by yourself. I want you to know that I won the victory. Speak to the army and tell them that anyone who is afraid may go home.” Gideon probably thought that very few men would be willing to admit that they were afraid. When he told the army what God said, 23,000 of them went home. 10,000 were left.
9. God told Gideon that he still had too many men. He told Gideon to take them down to the river and watch them when they drank water. Anyone who lapped water with his tongue, like a dog, would be separated from the army. Gideon found 300 men who drank like this, and he set them apart from the rest. He probably thought that God would let him use the other 9700 to fight the enemy, but God told him to send home the 9700, and use the 300.

10. Gideon must not have been very confident in God’s plan, so God gave him another sign. He told Gideon to go that night to the Midianite army camp. In the darkness, Gideon heard an enemy soldier tell a friend about a strange dream, in which their tent was knocked over by a cake of barley bread. The other soldier said that this was a sign that Gideon would defeat them. This gave Gideon confidence that God would give them the victory.
11. Gideon gave each of his 300 men a trumpet, and a torch, covered with a pitcher. In the dark of night, they made a circle around the enemy army. They all blew their trumpets at the same time, and shouted, “The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon!” They broke the pitchers and held up the burning torches. The enemy army woke up and saw the torches all around, and assumed that each torch was leading a large group of attacking Israelites. God confused their minds to think that there were Israelites invading the camp. They began to slash wildly with their swords, and they killed each other in great numbers. The survivors tried to escape the country, but Gideon sent messengers to some other Israelites, who caught and killed them by the Jordan River. God showed His people that He could still work miracles to deliver them, just as he had done for their fathers.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 67 - “The Sons of Gideon”.
