Lesson 67 worksheet - Israel: The Sons of Gideon
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The events recorded in the Book of Judges cover a time period of about 
 years. Moses and Joshua were the first judges of Israel, and Eli and Samuel were 
judges that came later. 


 times in the Book of Judges, Israel turned 
away from God. Seven times, God sent foreign 



 to conquer and oppress Israel. Seven times, God raised up a deliverer to defeat the enemies of Israel. There were some judges who served Israel in peaceful times, and did not need to lead Israel into battle.
2. We have already studied five of these enemy invasions. Judge Othniel led Israel 
to defeat the king of Mesopotamia. Judge 


 delivered them from the Moabites, Judge Shamgar fought the Philistines. Judge Deborah led Israel against the Canaanites. Judge Gideon defeated the Midianites and Amalekites. Each judge 
was raised up by God when Israel repented of their 


, and called out to God for help.
3. Gideon’s victory was a very unusual one. With only 300 men, in the darkness of 
night, he used 



 and torches to confuse the great enemy army of 135,000 men. They thought Israel was attacking them, and God confused them, so that many of them killed each other. The survivors ran towards the Jordan River, trying to 



 to their own country. The Israelites of the tribes of Naphtali, Asher, and Manasseh chased the enemies, but they could see that some of them would escape over the river. Gideon sent messengers to the tribe of Ephraim, asking for them to stop the enemies before they could cross the 



. 
4. The men of Ephraim caught them at the river and captured two of their princes, 
Oreb and Zeeb. They killed them, and brought their 



 to Gideon. Remember that Ephraim was the proudest tribe of Israel. Because they were 
descended from Joseph, they thought they were 



 and more important than the other tribes. They were upset that Gideon had not called for them until the battle was almost over. Gideon was still chasing the enemy, but the men of 
Ephraim wanted to stop him and 




 with him about not putting them at the front of the battle. (Judges 8)
5. Gideon did not have time to argue. He diplomatically told them, “Ephraim is the 




 tribe! The best we can do is nothing compared to the least that Ephraim can do.” This flattery satisfied them, so they went back home, and 
left Gideon alone to chase the enemy. They did not even offer to 


 him. The Israelites had already killed 120,000 of the enemy army. Gideon and his 300 men crossed the Jordan River and pursued the 15,000 that remained. By now, they 
were very tired and 




.
6. They came to the Israelite town of Succoth, and asked for some 
. The men of Succoth rudely said, “You haven’t defeated the enemy yet. Why should we give you food?” Gideon said, “When this battle is done, I shall return and punish 
you by whipping you with 



.” Then they came to the town of Penuel and asked for food. They received the same rude answer. Gideon said, 
“When I return, I will break down your city 



.” Although they were tired and very hungry, Gideon’s 300 men caught up with the enemy army and defeated them. On his way home, he broke down the tower of Penuel, and killed the men of the city. In Succoth, he whipped the 77 elders of the city with thorns.
7. Gideon captured two Midianite kings. He intended to let them live, but when he questioned them about their attacks on Israel, he learned that they had killed his 




. Gideon sentenced them to death. He commanded his 
young son, Jether, to execute the two kings, but Jether was 


. Gideon killed the kings himself. After this great victory, all the Israelites wanted 
Gideon to be their 



. Gideon refused, and said that God should be their only king. Gideon became a judge in Israel. 
8. Gideon did not want to be king, but he did want a 



 for leading the Israelites in battle. He asked them to give him all the golden earrings that they had captured from the enemy. Gideon used this gold to make a priestly 




, which he put up in his home town of Ophrah. The 
Israelites began to come there to 


 before this garment, and it became a place of idolatry. This was very harmful to the family of Gideon.
9. After Gideon’s victory, the land was peaceful for 

 years. Gideon was known by his nickname, Jerubbaal, and he lived prosperously in his own hometown. 
Gideon had many 



. This is never a good idea, and it brought a 
lot of trouble to his family and his nation. Gideon had 

 sons. They all helped him to lead and to judge Israel. As soon as Gideon died, Israel forgot God and worshipped idols.
10. One of Gideon’s 70 sons was a 


 man named Abimelech. (Judges 9) He decided to get rid of his brothers and become king of Israel. He 
captured them at home, and 



 all of them, except Jotham, the youngest son, who hid himself. The men of Shechem, the town of Abimelech’s mother, proclaimed that Abimelech was now the king. Jotham stood on a mountain top and proclaimed that Abimelech’s kingdom would fail, and that his followers would 
be consumed with 


. Then he ran away to the wilderness.
11. Abimelech ruled as king in Shechem for 



 years. Then, the men of Shechem grew tired of following him. They turned against him, and followed a man of Shechem, named Gaal. The mayor of Shechem sent a secret message to Abimelech, telling him that Gaal and his men had taken over the city. Abimelech 
brought an 



 to fight against Gaal. He defeated them and 
destroyed the city. Many of them hid in a 



, but Abimelech set it on fire and killed them. 

12. Then, Abimelech attacked the nearby city of Thebez, because they were involved in the rebellion against him. During the battle, he came close to the 



 of a tower, intending to set it on fire. A woman threw a large 



 out of the tower window, and it crushed his 


. That was the end of the rule of wicked Abimelech, Gideon’s son. He was punished for his evil deeds, and those who followed him were also punished, just as Jotham had foretold.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 68 - “Jephthah”.
