Lesson 69 worksheet - Israel: Samson
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. We have seen, in the book of 



, how Israel turned away from God many times. Each time, God sent enemy nations to oppress them until they turned back to Him. Then God would give them a judge to lead them to drive out their enemies. When they 
had godly leaders, they lived in 



, until they turned away from God again. In the previous lesson, we learned about Jephthah. He was the sixth judge to deliver 
the Israelites from an enemy invasion. He judged Israel for 


 years, and then he died. (Judges 12)
2. The next judge, Ibzan, judged Israel for seven years. We don’t know much about him. He was a peacetime judge, so he did not need to lead the people to fight any enemies. His good leadership helped to keep the people close to God, so they could continue to live in peace. 
Ibzan had a unique way to make friends with foreign nations. He had 

 sons and 


 daughters. He sent his thirty daughters to other countries to marry foreign men. He brought thirty foreign women from other countries to marry his sons. This may sound like good foreign policy, but it was against God’s law. God did not want His people to marry 
people from other nations, because they served other 


. These foreign husbands and wives always turned the hearts of God’s people away from Him. (Deut. 7:1-4)
3. The next judge, Elon, judged Israel for 

 years. The Bible does not tell any interesting stories about his time as judge. Times of peace and security usually do not provide us with exciting adventures, but we would agree that it is much better to live in peace 
than during a 

. The next judge, Abdon, judged for eight years. He was also a peacetime judge. He had forty sons and thirty nephews, who were his assistants. They 
traveled around the country on 70 white 



. Israelite judges usually rode on white donkeys. (Jud. 5:10)
4. After these good judges were gone, Israel turned away from God again. The Philistines 
invaded their land and oppressed them for 


 years. (Judges 13) During this time, an angel appeared to a childless Israelite woman. He told her that she would have a 


. He gave her some detailed instructions to follow. She should not drink any 


 or strong drink, or eat any unclean food, according to the Law of Moses. The angel said that her son would be a Nazarite from the time of his birth. He said that this son would begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines.
5. A Nazarite is a Jewish man who has made a special vow to God. He sets himself apart to God to be His special servant. (Deut. 6:2:21) The vow could be taken for a lifetime, or for a limited time. There were three basic rules that a Nazarite must follow. He was not allowed to 
eat or drink anything that came from the 


 vine. This included wine, strong drink, vinegar, fresh grapes, raisins, seeds, and husks. He was not allowed to cut or shave 
the 


 of his head for the entire time of the vow. If a Nazarite took the vow for a long time, his hair could become very long. The long hair was a sign of shame, which the man was willing to endure as a testimony of his separation unto God. (1Cor. 11:14) He was 
not allowed to have any contact with a 



 body, not even to participate in the funeral of a family member.
6. The woman told her 



, Manoah, about the angel’s visit, and all that he had said. Manoah asked God to let the angel come back again with the same message. Maybe Manoah did not trust his wife to remember all of the instructions, or maybe he just 
wanted to see an 



. God sent the angel to the woman again, but she was alone in a field. She ran to get her husband. The angel told Manoah to do everything that he had told the woman. Manoah wanted to bring an offering to the angel, but the angel would not receive it, so Manoah brought an offering to God. Manoah asked for the angel’s 



, but he would not tell it. 

7. When Manoah burned the offering, the angel stepped into the 


, and rose up to heaven. Manoah was very afraid, and he feared that he and his wife were going to 


. His wife was very reasonable, and she said that God had accepted their 
offering, and He would not have told them all these things if He was going to 


 them. They believed God’s message, and He honored them with a son, whom they named Samson. God blessed Samson. The Spirit of the Lord worked in his life as he grew up.
8. When Samson was grown, he fell in love with a Philistine woman, and wanted to 



 her. His parents were very unhappy, and they tried to convince him to 
marry an Israelite woman. Samson was rather stubborn and 


, and he told his parents, “Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.” God did not want His people to marry 
Philistines, but He planned to use Samson’s foolish 




 as a way to destroy some Philistines.

9. One day, when Samson went to visit his Philistine girlfriend, he was attacked by a 


. God gave Samson great strength, and he tore the lion in half with his bare 



! Samson left the dead lion and had a pleasant visit with the girl. Later, he visited her again, and noticed that some bees had built a honeycomb among the dead 
lion’s 



. He took some of the honey, ate some, and gave some to his parents, without telling anyone where it came from.
10. Samson went to his girlfriend’s town, and made a great feast to celebrate their marriage. 
Among the guests were 

 young men. He challenged them to guess the meaning of a riddle. If they could figure it out in seven days, he would buy each of them a sheet and a suit 
of 



. If not, they would each have to give the same to him. His riddle 
was, “Out of the eater came forth 



, and out of the strong came forth sweetness.” The secret answer was that honey had come out of the lion’s bones.
11. The young men could not figure out the riddle. They came to Samson’s wife and 
threatened to 


 her and her family if she would not help them discover the meaning. She asked Samson to explain the riddle, but he did not want to tell her. For seven 
days, she cried, and told Samson, “You don’t 



 me if you won’t tell me.” Samson finally told her, and she told the men. They came to Samson, and tried to act like 
they had figured it out by themselves. They said, “What is sweeter than 
? And what is stronger than a lion?” Samson knew that his wife had told them.

12. Samson needed to supply thirty men with suits of clothing. The Spirit of the Lord moved 
him to go to a Philistine town, and 


 30 men. He brought their clothing to 
the men who guessed the riddle, and then he went home in anger to his 
. God used Samson’s foolishness to begin the process of delivering Israel from the Philistines.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 70 - “Samson’s Rise and Fall”.
