Lesson 70 worksheet - Israel: Samson’s Rise and Fall
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Samson was the last judge in the book of Judges. He lived during a time when the Philistines oppressed Israel. This was the seventh foreign oppression in the book of Judges. Israel had turned from God to worship idols, just as they had done six times before. God sent foreign invaders to punish them, just as He had done six times before. Each previous oppression caused the people to cry out to God for help. This time, the Bible does not say that the people asked God to deliver them. God decided to deliver the people anyway. He fulfills His promises and His plan, even when His people do not cooperate.

2. God chose to use Samson, even before Samson was born. He sent an angel to instruct Samson’s mother that her son would be a Nazarite, separated unto God. A Nazarite was not allowed to eat or drink anything that came from a grape vine. He was not allowed to shave the hair of his head. He was not allowed to touch a dead body. Since Samson was a Nazarite from the day he was born, he was expected to follow these rules. The Bible says that God blessed Samson, and the Spirit of God moved him as he grew up.
3. We might expect Samson to be spiritually mature, but most of what we read about him in the Bible shows that he was often selfish and sinful. It is amazing what God does with people like Samson. Martin Luther said, “God can use a crooked stick to draw a straight line”. This does not give any of us an excuse to sin, but we should humbly remember that God has nothing but sinners to work with. Any success we have in service for God is because of Him, and not because of us. 
4. When Samson was grown, he wanted to marry a Philistine woman. We learned in our last lesson how an argument about a riddle at his wedding feast caused Samson to kill 30 Philistines. He was so angry, that he left his wife, and went home to his father’s house. Later, Samson decided to go back to his wife, but her father had already given her to marry another man. (Judges 15) He did not think that Samson would come back. The father offered to let Samson marry her younger sister. He said that she was prettier than the older one.
5. Samson decided that the Philistines had treated him unfairly, and he determined to get revenge. Again, God used Samson’s uncontrolled passions to accomplish His plan. The Spirit of God gave Samson a very clever idea, and gave him the strength to do it. Samson caught 300 foxes. He tied the tail of each fox to the tail of another fox, and then he attached a burning torch to the tails of each pair of foxes. He released the terrified foxes into the wheat fields of the Philistines. It was harvest time, so some of the wheat was gathered into bundles, and some was still standing. The foxes ran for cover among the wheat, and set the fields on fire. The vineyards and olive orchards were also destroyed by the fire.
6. The Philistines investigated the fire and found out that Samson had done it. When they learned how the wife’s father had angered Samson, by giving her to someone else, they killed the woman and her father, by burning them with fire. This made Samson angry again, so he attacked the Philistines, and killed many of them. Then Samson went to live on the top of a rocky hill. The Philistine army came to capture him. The Israelites were servants to the Philistines in those days, so they were surprised to see the Philistine army come against them. They asked, “Why do you attack us? What have we done wrong?” The Philistines said, “We want Samson.”
7. The Israelites met with Samson. They said, “The Philistines are our rulers. Why have you brought this trouble on us?” Samson said that he was only doing to them what they had done to him. The elders of Israel told Samson that they were going to tie him up and give him to the Philistines. Samson said, “Ok, but promise me that you will not hurt me.” The Israelite leaders tied Samson and gave him to the Philistines.

8. The Philistines shouted with great joy as they prepared to execute Samson. The Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson, and gave him superhuman strength. He broke the ropes that bound his hands. He had no weapon, so he picked up the jawbone of a donkey, and killed 1000 Philistines. After the battle, Samson was terribly thirsty, and couldn’t find any water. He prayed for help, and God caused water to come out of the jawbone. Samson became the judge of Israel, and he judged for 20 years.
9. Samson may have been a good and wise judge during those 20 years, but the Bible doesn’t say very much about that time. The next thing we learn about him, is that he went to a Philistine city to visit a harlot. (Judges 16) Samson may have been a mighty man of war, but he did not control his sinful desires. The Philistines found out that Samson was in their city, so they put guards at the gates, planning to kill him in the morning. Samson did not stay there until morning. He got up at midnight and tore the doors and posts away from the city gate, and carried them up to the top of a hill that may have been 9 miles away. The Bible does not say what happened to the guards at the gate, but they probably ran away when they saw this feat of supernatural power.
10. Later, Samson had another sinful relationship with a woman named Delilah. The Philistines learned about this, and they offered to give her money if she could find out why he was so strong. She asked him why he was strong, and how he could be tied up. He told her that green vines could tie him and take away his strength. When he was sleeping, she tied him that way, and shouted, “The Philistines are here!” There were men hiding in the room to capture him. He woke up and tore the vines away. She scolded him for lying to her, so he told her that new ropes could bind him. She tied him while he slept, but he woke up and tore the ropes away.
11. She continued to question him about his strength. She scolded him for his lies, and said he didn’t love her. He told her that he would lose his strength if his hair was woven together in a loom. She wove his hair while he slept, but he woke up and carried the loom away with him. She cried and persisted until he couldn’t stand it any more. He told her that he was a Nazarite, and that he would lose his power if his head was shaved. While he slept, the Philistines came and shaved his head. He woke up with no power, and the Philistines captured him. 

12. The Philistines put out his eyes and chained him to a mill, where he was forced to grind grain like an ox. Some time later, they had a holiday to honor their god, Dagon. They brought Samson to their temple to make fun of him. Samson’s hair had begun to grow again. He asked God to give him strength one more time. He pushed on the pillars of their temple, and it collapsed, killing Samson and thousands of Philistines. Samson killed more of them when he died than he had killed while he was alive.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 71 - “The Hired Priest”.
