Lesson 71 worksheet - Israel: The Hired Priest
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The book of Judges shows us that leadership is a good thing. When Israel had good leaders, they followed the Lord. The book also teaches us that people who depend too much on their leaders will turn away from God when the leader is gone. We ought to have a personal relationship with God and His word. Many people today follow God because they have a good spiritual leader, but that is not enough. If you do not read the Bible and fellowship with God for yourself, you will not stay close to him. Be thankful for good leaders, but do not let their ministry be a substitute for your own walk with God. A leader is supposed to help and encourage you to know God for yourself.
2. Because Israel depended too much on their leaders, they did not know God’s law. If they had a good judge, they could go to him (or her) with their questions. When the judge was gone, they were supposed to know the Bible well enough to know right from wrong. They did not learn the Scriptures, so the country quickly fell into spiritual confusion. God wanted them to live under the “rule of law”, so that Bible principles would make fair decisions for everyone. Instead, “every man did that which was right in his own eyes”. (Judg. 17:6) That is a bad system, which will lead to anarchy.
3. We learned about the seven judges who delivered Israel from their enemies in Judges chapters 3-16. The last five chapters tell us stories about things that happened during those years. These stories illustrate the chaos and heartbreak that come to a nation when people follow their own rules. Chapter 17 tells us the strange story of a man named Micah. Although the story is near the end of the book, it probably took place not very long after the death of Joshua and the elders who knew him.
4. Micah’s mother had eleven hundred shekels of silver, which would have weighed about 15 kilograms. In 2010, that much silver would be worth more than $12,000. Somebody stole her silver! She was very angry about losing so much money. When she told Micah, her son, about the theft, she cursed the one who stole it. Micah told his mother, “I stole the money. Here it is. I give it back to you.” He must not have wanted to be cursed. His mother was so happy to get the money back, that she was not even angry with her son for stealing it. She had cursed him a moment before, but now she wanted to cancel the curse, so she said, “Blessed be thou of the LORD, my son.” 
5. The mother told Micah that she had dedicated the silver to the Lord. She wanted to use it to make an idol for Micah. She gave the money back to him. He wanted her to use it as she wanted, so he gave it back to her. She took 200 shekels of the silver to a craftsman, who made an idol out of it. She gave the idol to her son, who set it up in his house. It is strange that Israelites would think that the True and Living God would be honored by a silver idol. These people did not study the Bible. They did not even know the second of the Ten Commandments - “no images”.
6. Micah’s made his home into a little temple of false gods. He thought he was pleasing God, and he thought he was being a good Israelite. He was very religious, but he did not follow what God had said. He invented rituals and ceremonies that seemed good to him. Micah made some special religious garments and images to decorate his worship. He even consecrated his son to be a priest, which was a violation of God’s law, because they were not descendants of Aaron. He did the same things that religions do today.
7. Meanwhile, a young Levite from another town decided to leave home and travel around the country. As he went, he passed by Micah’s house. When Micah talked to him, and found out that he was a Levite, he invited him to stay. Micah said that he would make him a priest. He knew enough about the Bible to know that Levites were God’s servants. He thought that having a Levite priest would be better than just having his son for a priest. Micah consecrated the Levite to be a priest, and gave him special garments. He said, “Now I know that the LORD will do me good, because I have a real Levite priest.” According to the law, the Levite had no right to be a priest, and Micah had no right to consecrate him. 
8. At this time, some of the different tribes were still fighting Canaanites, to settle their portions of land. The tribe of Dan was having a lot of trouble driving the enemies out of their portion, in the south of Israel. (Judg. 18) God promised to give them victory if they would trust and obey Him, but they decided to send five men to search for a different portion of land. They went north, looking for land that was not so difficult to conquer. On the way, they came to Micah’s house, and met the Levite. He explained that Micah had hired him to be a priest. The men of Dan asked if he could ask God if their search would be successful. The Levite told them to go in peace, and God was with them.
9. The hired priest did not have any real message from God. He just thought it sounded like a good religious thing to say, and the men felt religious getting a good word from a priest. They went on their way until they reached the far north of Israel. They found a very pleasant land, with quiet and peaceful people living there. They thought, “This would be an easy place to conquer. Let’s go back and tell the men of our tribe.” It seemed to them that the blessing of the “priest” had brought them good success.
10. When the tribe of Dan heard their report, they assembled a small army of 600 men. They went north to conquer the new land. When they came by Micah’s house, the five men said, “There is a priest here who can give blessings. He has a silver idol. Let’s get him to come with us.” They went in to the house and began to gather up the silver images and the priestly garments. The priest said, “Hey! What do you think you are doing?” The armed men said, “You had better be quiet. Why don’t you come with us? Wouldn’t it be better to be a priest for a whole tribe, than for just one man?”
11. The Levite was happy to hear of this new opportunity. He could see that his position would be much higher and more profitable with these men. The hired priest was happy to work for anyone who would pay him. Besides, the men of Dan were armed and dangerous. He quickly gathered his things and went with them. Micah soon found out what had happened. He gathered some of his neighbors to go after the intruders and get his things back.

12. When Micah’s group caught up with the Danites, they asked him, “What is bothering you, that you should chase us with such a large crowd?” Micah said, “What do you think is bothering me? You took away my priest and my gods!” They told him, “Watch what you say, or you just might get killed!” He saw that they were too strong for him, so he went back home. The nation was lawless. Their guiding principle was: “might makes right”, instead of the just Law of God. The Danites went north, killed the peaceful people, and settled there. They set up the silver images there, and had false priests for many years.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 72 - “The Murderers in Benjamin”.
