Lesson 72 worksheet - Israel: The Murderers in Benjamin
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The book of Judges tells us about a time in Israel’s history when Israel should have lived in peace and safety. God had promised to protect them from their enemies, and to make them prosper in their land, if they would obey Him. Their society was based on an agricultural life. The Israelite wanted to live in peace on his farm, “under his own vine and his own fig tree”. For many of these years, they experienced this peaceful life, but many times, they turned from God to worship idols, and then they had war and destruction.
2. When Israel had good leaders, they stayed close to God. When the leaders were gone, Israel forgot their God. They failed to do right, because they did not develop a personal relationship with God. They were content to let their leaders tell them what God wanted, but God had told the Israelites to learn the Bible for themselves. He told them to put His words in their hearts, to teach them to their children, to talk about them all day long, at home and in public, to bind the words on their hands and their heads, and to write them on the gates and posts of their homes. (Deut. 6:4-15) If they had followed these instructions, they would never have turned away from God.
3. Israel did not live according to God’s law. Instead, they did what was right in their own eyes. This caused chaos and confusion in their nation. Any nation that is not ruled by law will not be happy or prosperous. The book of Judges gives us some stories to illustrate how bad it was to live in a society where men made their own rules. If someone wanted the property of another, he took it. If someone wanted to hurt or kill another person, he did it.
4. Judges chapter 19 tells us the story of a man who was a Levite. It was every Levite’s duty to study the Bible and serve God, but this one probably did not study as much as he should have. The Bible says that he took a concubine, which means that he took an “extra wife”. God’s plan is that a man should have only one wife, but this man made his own rules. The concubine made her own rules, too. She had sinful relationships with other men, and ran away from him. She went home to her father’s house in Bethlehemjudah.
5. After four months, the Levite wanted to try to get her to come back to him. He went to Bethlehemjudah. The woman’s father was very happy to see him. He did not want to have to provide food, clothing, and shelter for his daughter, when there was a husband who could take her away. The father joyfully welcomed the husband to his home. He gave him a good meal and kept him there a guest for three days. On the fourth day, the husband was ready to take his concubine back home. The father said, “Stay for one more meal.” They ate and talked until evening. The father said, “Stay one more night.” The husband wanted to leave, but the father urged him to stay.
6. The next morning, the Levite wanted to leave early, but the woman’s father said, “Have another meal before you go.” They ate and talked until late in the day. Finally the man insisted that he needed to go. The father said, “It is already late. Stay one more night.” The husband could see that this was never going to end if he did not leave, so he packed his things, took his wife, and left. He traveled until it began to get dark. He thought about spending the night in a Jebusite city, but he decided it would be better to keep going until he came to an Israelite city.
7. He came to Gibeah, a city of the tribe of Benjamin. He asked for a place to spend the night, but nobody would take them in. He and his wife decided they were going to have to stay in the street. A kind old man saw them there, and he offered to take them to his home. He told them that it was not safe to be on the streets at night. He brought them home and fed them a good meal.

8. As they were enjoying a pleasant meal, some people began to beat on the door. It was a cruel gang of wicked men. They surrounded the house, and demanded that the old man send out his Levite visitor. They wanted to do evil and perverted things to him. The old man did not want to deliver his guest to these sinful men. He and the Levite decided to send out the concubine, and let the men do what they wanted with her. The gang viciously attacked and abused the woman all night long. What a horrible thing to live in a land where everyone makes their own rules!
9. In the morning, the gang was gone. The Levite was ready to go home, so he opened the door of the house. The woman was lying there on the ground. The man told her to get up, because it was time to go. She did not answer. She was dead. The man took her body home. He was furious that such a violent crime had taken place in an Israelite town. He decided to tell the whole nation that something should be done to punish them. He came up with a strange plan to shock the nation into action. Remember that he was not looking to God’s word for a solution. He was making his own rules.

10. The Levite took the dead body of his concubine and cut it into twelve pieces. He sent one piece to each of the tribes of Israel, along with a message, telling the story of the murderers in Gibeah of Benjamin. He called for all Israel to come together to decide what to do about the criminals in that awful town. This bloody message got the attention of everyone in Israel. Four hundred thousand armed men gathered together, ready to attack Gibeah.
11. The army marched to Gibeah and surrounded the town. They sent a message to the leaders of Benjamin, “Give us the evil murderers, and we will put them to death.” The men of Benjamin did not like to be told what to do. They decided to fight against the rest of Israel. They had 26,000 soldiers to defend the city against the 400,000 men of the other tribes of Israel. Nobody asked God for advice. Nobody looked to the Bible for guidance. Everyone made their own rules, and it led the nation to a civil war.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 73 - “The War against Benjamin”.
