Lesson 73 worksheet - Israel: The War Against Benjamin
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The last story in the book of Judges shows us the terrible condition of a society where every man does that which is right in his own eyes. God intended for Israel to be ruled by His law, so that everyone would be treated with fairness and justice. The rule of law produces a peaceful, safe, and prosperous society. When society is ruled by law, criminals are punished and life and private property are protected. It was good for Israel to have judges to lead them, but it would have been much better if all the common people had known God’s law. God had commanded all Israelites to keep His law in their hearts, but they did not, so they often turned away from God.
2. In the previous lesson, we learned about an Israelite man who traveled across the land of Israel. When night came, he could have stopped to stay in a Jebusite town, but he preferred to stay in an Israelite town. When he came to Gibeah, a town of the tribe of Benjamin, he decided to spend the night there, but nobody would take him in. When he thought he and his wife would have to stay in the street all night, a kind old man invited them to come to his house. During the night, the house was surrounded by a gang of very evil men. They took the traveling man’s wife and abused her and murdered her.
3. The man was angry about the lawlessness of the men of Gibeah. He decided to call all Israel together to punish the city. He cut his wife’s body into 12 pieces and sent them to the different tribes of Israel, with a message that told the terrible story. His shocking method of spreading the news really got the attention of the people of Israel. 400,000 armed Israelites came together, ready to fight against Gibeah. First, they demanded that the people of Benjamin should give them the guilty gang of men, so they could be executed. The Benjamites did not like to be told what to do, so they stubbornly refused to cooperate. They set themselves to defend Gibeah with 26,000 men, and the civil war began. The men of Benjamin were very good warriors. They had a group of 700 left handed men who could sling stones with remarkable accuracy.
4. At this point in the story, the men of Israel decided to ask God for advice. There was some kind of a dispute about who should attack Benjamin first. They did not think all 400,000 of them were needed against the 26,000 of Benjamin. They did not ask God whether or not they should fight with Benjamin, but they wanted to ask Him who should go first. God told them that the tribe of Judah should go first. The next morning, the men of Judah surrounded Gibeah. The men of Benjamin came out and the battle began. Benjamin’s army won a complete victory against Judah. They killed 22,000 men.
5. Now that Israel was humbled in their defeat, they went back to ask God for more advice. They asked, “Shall I go up again to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother?” And God said, “Go up against him.” The next morning, they surrounded the city again. Benjamin’s army came out to fight, and won another victory against Israel. This time, they killed 18,000 people. The people of Israel went to the tabernacle of God. They wept, and fasted, and brought offerings. They asked if they should continue to fight against Benjamin. God told them to go again on the next day, and they would have victory.
6. That night, 10,000 of Israel’s best soldiers hid themselves in the fields near the gates of Gibeah. The rest of Israel’s army surrounded the city, as they had before. In the morning, the men of Benjamin came out and began to fight again. At first, they fought on the highway, and Benjamin’s men killed about 30 men of Israel. Israel’s army began to run away. The Benjamites were sure they would win another victory, so they began to chase the Israelites. They all ran down the highway, away from the city. Then, the hidden men of Israel rose up and ran into the unprotected city, and set it on fire. If you remember the history of Israel’s wars, you will recognize that this is exactly the same strategy that Joshua used to destroy the city of Ai. (Josh. 8)
7. As soon as the men of Benjamin noticed that their city was on fire, they lost their courage. They stopped chasing Israel down the highway. The men of Israel stopped running away, and turned back to fight them. Then, the men who burned the city rushed out to attack them from behind. They were surrounded. 25,000 men of Benjamin were killed. Only 600 of them escaped alive. The survivors ran away to the wilderness, and camped on the top of a large rock, called Rimmon. They stayed there for four months. Israel’s army returned to the land of Benjamin, and killed every remaining man in all of the cities.
8. After the war was over, the Israelites sat down to think about what they had done. They had almost exterminated an entire tribe of their own countrymen. To make matters worse, they had vowed to God that none of them would give their daughters to marry any man of Benjamin. They had even vowed to put anyone to death who would give a daughter to marry a Benjamite. Even though 600 survivors remained, that might have restored the tribe of Benjamin, there was nobody for them to marry. Suddenly, Israel became very sad that a tribe of Israel would disappear. They wept, and prayed to God for help.
9. The elders of Israel began an investigation to see if anyone in Israel had not been present when they all vowed not to give wives to Benjamin. They discovered that the men of Jabeshgilead had not come when all Israel had been called to fight against Benjamin. The Israelites were angry that they had not participated in the war, so they sent an army to kill everyone in Jabeshgilead, except for the young unmarried women. They brought these 400 women to the survivors of Benjamin, and made peace with them, and gave them 400 wives. They still needed 200 more wives for the rest of the survivors.

10. Some of Israel’s leaders made a plan to get the other 200 wives. They knew that the city of Shiloh had a special feast every year. During the feast, all the young women came out to a field to dance. The elders of Israel told the 200 Benjamites to hide in the vineyards until the girls came out to dance, and then they could all rush out and catch a wife for each man. After they did this, the fathers of those girls complained to the elders of Israel, saying, “We promised not to give our daughters to Benjamites!” The elders answered, “You are not guilty, because you did not give them. They were taken without your permission. Let them live in peace, so that a tribe of Israel may be restored.”
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 74 - “Naomi and Her Family”.
