Lesson 74 worksheet - Israel: Naomi and Her Family
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The book of Ruth gives us a pleasant change of pace after all the anarchy and war of the book of Judges. The first verse of Ruth tells us that this story takes place “in the days when the judges ruled”. Remember that there were many times of peace during those years. When the people followed and worshipped the true God, they lived in safety and prosperity. Their way of life was mostly rural and agricultural. The Israelite thought that life was ideal if he could live in peace under his own vine and his own fig tree. The story of Ruth takes place during one of these peaceful times.
2. The story begins with an Israelite man named Elimelech, who had a wife, Naomi, and two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. They lived in Bethlehem. The name of that town means, “the house of bread”. At the beginning of the story, there was a famine there, so there was no bread. Elimelech should have done what other Israelites did during this time of famine. They trusted God to provide for them, but Elimelech decided to take his family to another country to seek better economic conditions. He chose to go to Moab. The Moabites were not good friends with the Israelites. We remember how Balak the king of Moab tried to hire Balaam the prophet to curse Israel.
3. Elimelech did not intend to stay in Moab very long. He went to sojourn, or live temporarily. The second verse tells us that this family “continued there”. They stayed longer than they thought they would stay. When you do something you should not do, it usually takes more of your life than you think it will. Verse 3 tells us that Elimelech died there in Moab. Some people who do the wrong thing never get a chance to come back to do what is right.

4. Naomi and her two sons were left in Moab without a husband and father. The boys soon became interested in the local girls, and they both married Moabites. This was against the law of God. Israelites were only supposed to marry people of their own nation and faith. Naomi must have been disappointed that her sons had married foreigners. The two women were named Orpah and Ruth.

5. Naomi and her sons lived in Moab for about ten years. This was much longer than they had expected to stay there. At the end of this time, the two sons died. Naomi had lost her entire family in a foreign land. She had gone there seeking a better life, but she lost everything she had. One day, someone told Naomi that there was bread again in her old home town. Once again, there was bread in Bethlehem, the house of bread. Naomi was glad to hear this news. She decided to go back home to Israel.
6. We don’t know who told Naomi the good news that there was bread in Bethlehem, but that good news changed her life. She decided to leave the land where everyone else in her family had died. She decided to go to a land where she could live. We can see an Old Testament picture of the Gospel here in this story. People who live in the world of death need to be told of the “Bread of Bethlehem”. (Jesus Christ) If they will believe and go to Him, they will find life. Someone needs to tell the people of the world that there is bread in Bethlehem.

7. When Naomi began her journey back to Israel, her two daughters in law wanted to go with her. They had been a part of the family with her and her sons, and they did not seem to have anywhere else to go. Naomi did not think that it was wise for them to leave their native country and go to Israel with her. They were still young enough to marry again, so she told them to go back home and find another husband. At first, both of the women said that they wanted to stay with Naomi, but she told them that they would be more at home with their own people and their own gods.
8. Orpah finally agreed to leave Naomi and stay in Moab, but Ruth decided to stay with Naomi and go to Israel. She made a very sweet declaration of her decision. She told Naomi, “whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried”. She not only decided to stay with her mother in law, she left the worship of false gods, and put her faith in the God of Israel.
9. Naomi and Ruth traveled together from Moab to Bethlehem. When they arrived, some of the people of the town recognized Naomi. They could hardly believe that it was the same person. She had been gone for ten years, and she had changed a lot. They asked in surprise, “Is this Naomi?” The name Naomi means, “pleasant”. She must have been a pleasant person when she was younger, and lived with her husband and sons in Bethlehem. Now, she did not feel like a pleasant person. She told the people, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara.” (Mara means “bitter”.)
10. Naomi gave a sad testimony about the results of living away from God. She knew that they should not have left Israel to go to Moab. She felt that God had punished her for going there. She said, “The Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me, the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me”. God does not punish His people to hurt them or get vengeance on them. He sometimes punishes us so that we will come back home to Him. How much better it would be if we would not leave Him to seek after the things of the world.

11. Naomi testified that things were much better when they had lived according to God’s will. She said, “I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty.” Living in obedience to God is a full life. Living for the selfish things of the world leaves you empty. When Naomi was full, she had a spouse, children, a place of worship, and fellowship with God. If you have those things, you have a full life, and you should be thankful to God. Try to be aware of the blessings that God has given you, while you still have them. When they are gone, you will wish you had appreciated them more.
12. When Naomi and Ruth arrived back in Bethlehem, it was the time of the barley harvest. This was a peaceful and prosperous time in the history of Israel. Naomi found a place to stay, perhaps in the same house and on the same land that her husband had owned before they went to Moab.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 75 - “The Fields of Boaz”.
