Lesson 77 worksheet - Israel: Samuel’s Praying Mother
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The first book of Samuel tells us about great changes in the nation of Israel. From the time Moses first led the Israelites out of bondage in Egypt, Israel had been ruled by judges. We may say that Moses and Joshua were the first judges of Israel. Judges were never elected by the people, or appointed by men. God Himself raised up a judge whenever Israel needed one. Many times Israel did not have any judge. Every local area had some priests and Levites who helped the people know the law of God. This form of national government is called a theocracy. In other words, God Himself was the King of Israel. His written law governed the people.
2. After Moses and Joshua were dead, God raised up different judges at different times, as they were needed. This period, described in the book of Judges, lasted for about 300 years. The people of Israel were not very faithful to follow the law of God. Many times, they turned away from God, and worshipped idols. They had promised God that they would always obey Him, but they broke this promise many times. God always punished them. Usually He sent a foreign nation to invade their land and oppress them. When the people repented of their sin, God would raise up a judge to lead them, and they would drive the oppressors out of the land. This cycle of bondage and deliverance was repeated seven times in the book of Judges.
3. The last of the judges in the book of Judges was Samson. In his days, Israel was oppressed by the Philistines. Samson did not lead the people into battle against the Philistines, but God gave him miraculous power to fight them. When the Spirit of God was upon him, Samson had superhuman strength. He was like a one-man army. Because of his foolish and sinful carelessness, Samson was captured by the Philistines. They put out his eyes and treated him like an animal in a cage. God gave him power to do one last miracle of strength, and Samson pulled down the Philistine temple, killing himself, and several thousand Philistines.

4. During the life of Samson, God was preparing another judge for Israel. 1Samuel chapter one tells us about a family that lived in Bethlehem. It is interesting to notice how many important events in the Bible happened near this little town. Bethlehem means, “the house of bread”. It is also known as Ephrath, Bethlehem Ephratah, and Bethlehem-judah. The people of Bethlehem are sometimes called Ephrathites. When Jacob’s wife Rachel died, she was buried there. (Gen. 48:7) The story of Ruth took place in Bethlehem. King David was born in Bethlehem, and he was anointed to be the king there. (1Sam. 16) 
5. The prophet Micah foretold that a great Ruler of Israel would be born in Bethlehem. He said that this would be a Child “whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting”. (Mich. 5:2) In other words, the eternal God would come as a human child, to Bethlehem. That prophecy came true when Jesus Christ was born. When the wise men told king Herod that a new King was born in Israel, Herod asked his Bible scholars where that king should be born. They told him it would be in Bethlehem. King Herod wanted to kill the new king, so he killed all the baby boys in Bethlehem. (Mt. 2:16-18) This fulfilled the prophecy that Rachel (who is buried in Bethlehem) would weep for her children, “because they are not”. (Jer. 31:15)
6. In 1Samuel chapter one, we meet a man named Elkanah. He was a Levite, one of God’s servants, and he was an Ephrathite, a man of Bethlehem. Elkanah had two wives. Remember that people in the time of the judges did not follow God’s law as they should have. “Every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” It is never a good idea for a man to have more than one wife. We see many examples of multiple wives in the Bible, and every example was an unhappy home. 

7. Elkanah’s home was not a happy one. His wife Hannah did not have any children, but his wife Peninnah had children. This was a source of conflict in the home. Peninnah made fun of Hannah because she did not have children. The relationship between two women who marry the same man is not a friendly one. The Bible says that the wives were “adversaries”, or enemies. Hannah was not happy, because Peninnah provoked her. Peninnah was not happy, because Elkanah the husband loved Hannah more than he loved Peninnah. Elkanah was not happy because his wives were not happy. It is so much better to follow God’s instructions for the home. God established marriage in the Garden of Eden with one man and one woman. He said that the two would be one. Nobody has ever invented a better plan for a happy home.
8. Every year, Elkanah took his family to worship God and offer sacrifices at the tabernacle in Shiloh. It was his tradition to give gifts to everyone in the family at this time, just like we do at Christmas or the New Year. He always gave gifts to his wife Peninnah, and gifts to her sons and her daughters, but he always gave the biggest gift to Hannah, because she was his favorite. Peninnah was offended that her husband loved Hannah more than he loved her, so she would tease and torment Hannah. Peninnah would probably show her the gifts that her children received, and ask her, “What kind of gifts did your children receive? Oh, that’s right, you don’t have any children. Ha, ha, ha!” This cruel mocking would make Hannah cry, and she would not be able to eat. 

9. Elkanah tried to comfort Hannah, but nothing he could say would soothe her broken heart. He once asked her, “Am I not better to you than ten sons?” The Bible does not tell us that she answered him. There was probably an awkward silence, because when a woman wants a child, her husband is no substitute. Hannah could have become angry and bitter, but she did something much better. She turned to the Lord, and asked Him to help her.
10. Hannah went near the tabernacle of God, and prayed that God would give her a son. She wept and prayed with the deep passion of a broken heart. She promised God, that if He would give her a son, she would give that son back to God, to serve Him all his life. The prayer of her heart was so intense, that her lips were moving, even though she was not talking out loud. Eli the high priest saw this woman behaving strangely. He did not see very many people praying sincerely in those days, so he decided that she must be drunk! He scolded her and told her to stop drinking so much.
11. Hannah told Eli that she was not drunk, but she was praying for a son. Eli told her that God would surely answer her prayer. Hannah felt peace in her soul that God would give her a son. She went home to Bethlehem with a happy heart. Very soon, God answered her prayer, and gave her a son. She called him Samuel, which means, “God has heard me”.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 78 - “God’s Call”.
