Lesson 78 worksheet - Israel: God’s Call
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Hannah was very 

 because she did not have any children. She prayed that God would give her a son. Many times, when people pray for something that they really want, they make promises to God. He does not require that we make promises to Him, but sincere people often promise to do something special for God if He will answer their 
prayer. This kind of special promise to God is called a 


, and it is a very serious thing. If you make a vow to God, you had better keep that vow, or you will bring a 




 from God upon yourself. It is better to not make a vow, than to make a vow, and not keep it. (Num. 30:2, Ecc. 5:5)
2. Hannah promised God, that if He would give her a son, she would give that son back to 


, to serve Him all his life. This was a very sincere promise from her heart. God heard Hannah’s prayer, and He gave her a son. She called the boy Samuel, which 
means, “God has 



 me”. Hannah was determined that she would keep her promise to give her son to serve God. The next year, when it was time for the family to go to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice at the tabernacle, Hannah stayed home. 
She said, “I will stay 


 and take care of the baby until he is old enough to serve with the priests at the tabernacle. The next time I go to Shiloh, I will bring Samuel there and give him to God.” 

3. Hannah’s husband approved of her decision, and allowed her to keep her vow to God. 
The law of Israel said that a 



 had the authority to cancel his wife’s vow if he did not agree with it. (Num. 30:3-16) A father had the same authority to cancel a vow of his daughter, until she was married. The Bible clearly teaches that a woman must 
obey her father until she marries, and then she must 



 her husband. (Col. 3:18-20) This is not a popular teaching in today’s world, but God designed marriage and the home, and he knows best. Our high rate of divorce and ruined homes is a direct 
result of disobedience to God’s rules for the home. The husband must be the 
 of the home. He must love his wife. She must submit to his authority, and the children must obey their parents. Homes would be much happier if people would follow God’s instructions.
4. Hannah followed God’s rules, and her son became a 


 and godly man. Eli, the high priest, knew God’s rules for the home, but he did not follow them. Eli had two sons, Hophni and Phinehas. As they grew older, they did things that were wrong. All children will do wrong, because everyone is a sinner. It is the responsibility of the parents, 
especially the father, to correct the children. Parents must 



 the children to do right. They must set a good example for the children to follow. They must 
stop the children whenever they begin to do wrong, and they must 
 them when they disobey. Eli did not do his duty with his sons. When they did wrong, he did not restrain them or punish them. They learned that they could do whatever they wanted, and their father would not stop them.
5. When Eli’s sons were grown, they served at God’s temple, but they were evil men. The 
Bible says they were “Sons of Belial”, which means, “Sons of the 



”. They did not know the Lord. (1Sam. 2:12) Because Eli did not love his sons enough to spank them when they disobeyed, they went to Hell. Modern philosophy says that you will 
not spank your children if you 


 them. God says just the opposite. If you do 
not use “the rod” on your children, you 


 them. (Prov. 13:24) If you spank your children, they will not die, but you will deliver their souls from Hell. (Prov. 23:13-14)
6. When the Israelites brought animal sacrifices to the tabernacle, God’s law said that the 
priests could boil the 


 and eat some of it. Their custom was to poke a metal fork into the boiled meat, and take a piece of it for themselves. Hophni and Phinehas did not want to eat boiled meat. They wanted the people to give them 


 meat, so they could roast it over the fire. The people knew that this was 
against the law. When they protested, Eli’s sons threatened to 


 the meat away from them by force. This caused the good people of Israel to not want to bring sacrifices to God.

7. Eli’s sons did many other wicked things. They committed adultery with many of the 
women who came to the tabernacle. Eli was very 


, and when the people complained to him about the sins of his sons, he tried to talk to them. He told them that the 
things they did were not good. Hophni and Phinehas did not 


 to him, and Eli did not use any of his authority to stop them or to remove them from their duties at 
the tabernacle. God sent a prophet to tell Eli that God would 



 him and his sons. The spiritual condition of Israel was very weak, because their leaders did not set a good example.

8. When Samuel was about 

 years old, his mother brought him to Shiloh, and gave him to Eli, to serve at the tabernacle. As Samuel grew up there, he did not follow the 



 ways of Eli’s sons. He was obedient to Eli and to God. Samuel’s 
mother visited him every year, and brought him a new 


, that she made for him. God blessed Hannah, and gave her three more sons, and two daughters.

9. One night, after Samuel had gone to bed, he heard a 



 calling his name. He thought that Eli was calling him, so he ran to Eli, and said, “Here am I.” Eli said, “I didn’t call you; go back to bed.” Samuel heard the voice again, and ran to Eli again. Eli 
sent him back to 


 again. The voice called a third time, and Samuel ran to 
Eli. This time, Eli understood that 


 must be calling Samuel. He told Samuel to go back to bed, and when the voice called again, he should answer, “Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth.”
10. Samuel did as Eli told him to do. God spoke to Samuel, and told him that he was going 
to punish Eli and his sons because of their 


, and because Eli did not restrain them. Samuel was very afraid to say anything about this to Eli. In the morning, Samuel tried to do his work without meeting Eli, but soon Eli came to him and wanted to know what God had told him. Samuel told Eli everything God had said. Eli was 


, but he knew that God was right. As Samuel grew older, all Israel knew that he was a good and godly servant of the Lord. God spoke to him, and all Israel respected 
him as a true man of 


. The Lord raised him up to be the judge of Israel. 
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 79 - “Ichabod”.
