Lesson 79 worksheet - Israel: Ichabod
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. As Samuel grew up, he behaved wisely. God was pleased with the way he lived. People 
who knew Samuel noticed his 



 life. He gained a good reputation. 
1Samuel 2:26 says he “was in favour both with the LORD, and also with 


.” Samuel reminds us of Jesus, because Luke 2:52 tells us that “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.” A man who has a proper relationship with the Lord will have a good reputation among men. It would be good if our lives would remind 
people of the life of 



.

2. Samuel worked in the temple, helping Eli the high 



. Eli’s sons also worked in the temple, but they did not have good reputations. All Israel knew that they were 
dishonest and wicked men. God said that He would 



 them. Eli did not restrain his sons, as he was responsible to do, so God promised to punish Eli, too. People did not like to come to worship at the Tabernacle in Shiloh, because they knew Eli’s sons were evil. As Samuel grew older, people began to notice that he was a wise and honest 
servant of God. They knew that they could 


 him to do and say the right things.
3. Before there was a complete written Bible, God would 



 to His prophets from time to time, and they would tell the people what God had said. In the days of 
Eli, God had not spoken to the people of Israel for many 



. 1Samuel 3:1 says, “the word of the LORD was precious [rare] in those days; there was no open vision.” When Samuel was still a child, God began to speak to him. All Israel recognized that Samuel was a prophet of God. The Lord was with him, and gave him such wisdom, that 
“none of his words fell to the ground”. People knew that the 



 had appeared again in Shiloh. (1Sam. 3:19-21)
4. 1Samuel chapter 4 tells us that the Philistine army came to attack Israel. This enemy 

oppressed and controlled Israel for about 

 years. God allowed them to afflict His people, because Israel had turned away from God. At the time of this attack, they had 

already oppressed Israel for about 

 years. Whenever Israel began to recover their strength, the Philistines attacked them again. The Israelite elders gathered an army to resist the invasion of the Philistines. They went to the battlefield and fought, but on the first day, the 

Philistines defeated them. Four thousand Israelites were 



.

5. The leaders of Israel met to decide on a 



 of battle for the next day. Some of them remembered from their history that the Israelites used to bring the Ark of the Covenant to the battlefield when they fought. They decided to go to Shiloh and get the 


, and bring it with them to battle. Remember that the Ark could be carried only by the priests and Levites. The two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, went into the holiest place of the Tabernacle, and carried out the Ark, using the two golden poles that were made 
for that purpose. They brought it to the 



 of the Army of Israel.

6. God did not tell them to bring the Ark to the battlefield. Perhaps the Israelites noticed how the Philistines carried their false gods to battle with them, and thought that they could “carry 


”, too. They thought that this religious symbol would bring God’s presence and 
power to them, but they were 



. God was punishing them because 
they had turned away from Him. They needed to turn from their 


, and get their hearts right with God. Then God would come back to them, and help them. 
7. When the Ark came into the Israelite camp, the people were very happy and encouraged. 
They thought that they would surely 


 the battle this time. They began to shout for joy. They celebrated with such enthusiasm, that the earth rang with a great shout. They were confident that the ark would work some kind of magic, so that they would defeat 
the enemy. They trusted in the 



 of God’s presence, but they did not have the real presence of God among them.

8. The Philistines heard the loud noise of joyful shouting from the Israelite camp. They found 
out that the Ark of God was with the army. At first they were 



, because they knew that the Israelites served a powerful God that had defeated the Egyptians and the nations of the Canaanites. They said, “Woe unto us!” Then they decided that their only hope was to fight against Israel with all of their might. They encouraged themselves to 
do their 


 and fight like brave men.
9. The battle began! Israel thought that they would win an 



 victory because the Ark was with them. The Philistines fought furiously, because they were afraid that the God of Israel would help the Israelites. The Philistines won a great victory that day. 
They killed 30,000 Israelites. They killed the two 


 of Eli, and they captured the Ark of God. All the survivors of Israel ran from the battlefield and went home to hide.

10. A messenger ran to Shiloh to bring the news of the terrible defeat. Eli was sitting on a 
seat near the 


, waiting for news of the battle. By this time, Eli was 98 
years old. He could not see, and he was very 


. He asked the messenger to tell him about the battle. The messenger said, “Israel has run away from the Philistines.” Eli said, “That’s bad.” The messenger said, “Tens of thousands have been killed.” Eli said, “That’s terrible.” The messenger said, “Your two sons have been killed.” Eli said, “Oh, no!” The messenger said, “The Ark of God is taken.” When Eli heard about the capture of the Ark, it was too much for him. He fainted and fell off his seat backward. Because he was so heavy, 
his 



 broke, and he died.
11. The news came to the wife of Phinehas, who was expecting a child. The shock caused her to begin her labor pains, and she began to deliver the baby. It was a very difficult 
delivery, and she 



 very soon after the baby was born. The women who helped her tried to encourage her to regain her strength. They showed her that she had given birth to a baby boy. She did not recover, because her heart was broken. She knew that her husband was dead, her father in law was dead, and the Ark of God was gone from Israel. 
She named the child “Ichabod”, which means “no 



”. She said, “The glory is departed from Israel”, and then she died. Israel did not lose their glory because they 
lost their most important religious symbol. They lost their glory because of 

. “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” (Prov. 14:34)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 80 - “The Stolen Ark”.
