Lesson 80 worksheet - Israel: The Stolen Ark
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God allowed the Philistines to invade and control Israel, because the Israelites had turned away from Him. 1Samuel chapter 4 tells the story of one of these invasions. The Israelites were defeated in the battle on the first day. God was not 





 them. Eli, the high priest of Israel, had not been a good 

spiritual 



. He had allowed his wicked sons to corrupt the work of God at the tabernacle. The only godly example that Israel could see at the tabernacle in Shiloh was Samuel, who had served there since he was a small 





. He was respected as an honest and faithful man of God.

2. The Israelites thought that God would help them on the second day of battle if 
they would bring the 

 of the Covenant with them. Eli’s two sons carried the ark from the Tabernacle to the army camp. Israel was encouraged, but God was still not with them. They had a religious symbol, but they did not have a relationship with God. On the second day of battle, the Philistines defeated Israel again. 30,000 
men were killed. The two sons of Eli were killed. The ark was 


 away. Eli the high priest died when he heard the news. All the Israelites ran home to 
hide in fear. People said, “The 



 is departed from Israel.” Actually, the glory had departed many years before, when the people turned away from God. Now, they finally realized what they had lost.
3. The Philistines were very happy about their victory over Israel. They brought the Ark home with them as a trophy of war. (1Sam. 5) They put the ark in the 



 of their god, Dagon, in the town of Ashdod. Because the Philistines lived by the sea, and worked as fishermen, their god, Dagon, had the 
head and arms of a man, and the body of a 


. The next morning, when they went to Dagon’s temple, they found their idol god fallen to the ground, on his face before the ark. The Philistines picked up Dagon and put him back in his place. The next morning, when they came back, Dagon was fallen to the ground 
again. The 



 of the idol, and both of the hands, were cut off, and they were placed at the door of the temple. The only thing left of their fishy idol was the fish body.
4. The Philistines were filled with 


 to see that the power of Israel’s true God was much greater than the power of their false god. The worshippers of Dagon were afraid to go into the temple at Ashdod ever again. There were other signs of God’s power working against the Philistines. In Ashdod, a terrible 



 of tumors, or hemorrhoids, began to afflict the people. The men of Ashdod knew that God was against them, so they decided to get rid of the ark. They sent it to Gath, another Philistine town. Gath was the hometown of the great 



 Goliath, who challenged Israel a few years later.
5. As soon as the ark was brought to Gath, all the men of that town developed the 
same terrible 



. The Bible describes it as “a very great destruction”. The men of Gath sent the ark to Ekron, another Philistine town. The people of Ekron had heard about the terrible suffering in Ashdod and Gath, and they 
did not 

 the ark. They said, “The ark of the God of Israel was sent here to kill us all!” As soon as the ark arrived, the same troubles began in Ekron. “There was a deadly destruction throughout all the city; the hand of God was very heavy 
there.” There was also a plague of 


 in the cities of the Philistines.
6. The leaders of the Philistines had an emergency meeting to decide what to do 
about the ark. (1Sam. 6) By this time, the ark had been with them for 
 months. They decided to send the ark back to Israel. They asked the priests of 
Dagon for religious 



 about how to properly return the ark. The priests told them to send it back with offerings. They advised an offering of five golden tumors, and five golden mice, to represent the plagues that had afflicted all 
five of the major cities of the Philistines, including Ashkelon and 


. The priests advised the leaders not to be stubborn against God, like Pharaoh and the Egyptians had been.
7. The Philistine priests planned a method to test whether or not the ark was really 
causing these problems. They built a 


 to hold the ark. They placed the golden offerings on the cart with the ark. They brought the cart to the border with 
Israel. They tied two milk 



 to the ark, and brought their calves back home to Philistine territory. It would be natural for the cows to follow the calves 
back home, but the priests thought that God could work against 
 to cause the cows to go away to Israel. If the cows came home, all the trouble in Philistia was just a coincidence. If they went away to Israel, God was working a miracle.
8. The cows immediately began walking straight towards 


. They came to the Israelite town of Bethshemesh. The men of that town were harvesting wheat when the cart arrived. When they realized that the ark had returned to Israel, they rejoiced with great joy. The local Levites came and took the ark from the cart, 
and placed it on a large 


. The people made a fire with the wood of 
the 


, and burned the cows as sacrifices. The Philistine leaders had followed the cart and watched, until they were sure that the ark was back in Israel.
9. The Israelites were glad to have their religious symbol back, but they were still not right with God. The men of Bethshemesh were curious about what was 



 the ark. They disobeyed God’s law by opening it up and looking inside. It became a popular tourist attraction, and people came from all over the area to look inside the ark. God was not pleased with their disrespect of His holy things. He killed 50,070 men, because they looked into the ark. (It is possible that this number includes 50,000 Philistines killed previously, and 70 Israelites.) The people 
of Bethshemesh were 


, and wanted to get rid of the ark. It belonged in the Tabernacle in Shiloh, but for some reason, they did not bring it there. A group of men from the town of Kirjathjearim came to get the ark. They brought it to their 
town, and kept it in a 


 there for many years.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 81 - “Ebenezer”.
