Lesson 81 worksheet - Israel: Ebenezer
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Samuel and Samson lived at about the same time. The Philistines were the oppressing enemy then, and they controlled Israel for forty years. Samuel and Samson were both born at about the beginning of this forty year oppression. In the last few lessons, we learned about the battle in which the Philistines captured the Ark of the Covenant. This battle took place in about the twentieth year of Philistine domination.
2. When the Philistines captured the ark, the Israelites did not know what to do. Their high priest and his sons were dead, their army was totally defeated, and they did not have a leader. Samuel was the only respected man of honesty and good character in the nation, and he was probably only about twenty years old. The Philistines destroyed many important places in Israel, including Shiloh, where the tabernacle was set up. The tabernacle was taken apart by the Israelites and hidden away in a safe place before it could be captured or destroyed. Samuel was probably responsible for preserving the tabernacle.
3. The Philistines kept the ark for seven months, but it became a deadly curse to them, so they sent it back to Israel. The Israelites did not respect the ark. They looked inside of it, and many people died. The ark was brought to a private home, and it was stored there for many years. During the next twenty years, Samuel traveled around Israel, preaching the word of God, and calling for the people to repent of their sins and return to the Lord.
4. During the same twenty years, God began to move Samson to fight against the Philistines. Samson is considered to be the judge of Israel for this period, but he did not lead any Israelite army. He was a one-man army with supernatural strength. The people did not follow Samson, because he was not a man of good personal character. We remember how the Philistines chased him to a city in Israel, where he was hiding. The people of that city did not fight for Samson; they gave him to the Philistines. Then Samson defeated the enemy all by himself.
5. Unlike Samson, Samuel was respected by the people. They trusted him, and eventually they listened to his message of repentance. (1Sam. 7) Samuel told the people that God would deliver them, if they would put away their idols and return to Him. After twenty years, many of the older people passed on, and a new generation of young people grew up, who wanted to serve the Lord.
6. At about this time, the Philistines captured Samson in the house of Delilah, and they blinded him and put him in prison. The people of Israel were ready to repent. Their champion warrior was gone, so they turned to God for help. They asked Samuel what to do, and he told them to gather all Israel together for a prayer meeting in Mizpeh. They fasted and confessed their sins. They asked the Lord to forgive them, and Samuel prayed for them.
7. God heard their prayers. Samson, in prison, began to feel the power of God again. The Philistines had a great feast to honor their God Dagon, and they brought out Samson to make fun of him. Samson managed to get his hands on the pillars of the building, and God gave him strength to pull the building down. Samson died, but he killed thousands of the leaders of the Philistines.
8. The Philistines were furious that the Israelite champion had killed so many of their priests, politicians, and military leaders. They heard that Israel had gathered a great multitude of people in Mizpeh, so the Philistine army marched out to attack them there. The Israelites were very afraid. They did not have a military leader. Samson, their judge, was dead. They looked to Samuel for directions. They asked him to pray for them. Samuel offered a sacrifice, and asked God to deliver His people from the enemy.
9. God heard Samuel’s prayer. He made Samuel the new judge of Israel. For the first twenty years of his life, Samuel had been a Levite, an assistant to the priests at the tabernacle. For the next twenty years, he was a prophet, traveling about the country preaching for the people to repent. Now he was the judge, the representative of God’s power in Israel. His first duty was to lead the people against the enemy army.

10. Samuel did not have much military experience, but he had a lot of experience in prayer. He had a personal relationship with God. When the Philistine army lined up in formation to attack the Israelites, Samuel did not order the Israelites to take up their weapons and fight. He did not direct them to dig trenches and prepare defensive positions. Samuel prayed. God “thundered with a great thunder” upon the Philistines. The thunder was so loud and so distressing, that the Philistines fell down as if they had been bombed. The thunder did not harm the Israelites.
11. The Philistines were so confused and disoriented by the thunder, that the Israelites were able to chase them from the field of battle. They killed many of them, and drove them completely out of Israel. The victory was so complete, that the Philistines never controlled Israel again after that day, although they did come and challenge them from time to time. This battlefield was the same place where the Philistines had defeated Israel and captured the ark twenty years before.
12. After the victory, Samuel was careful to give all the credit to God. He set up a stone monument on the battlefield, and called it “Ebenezer”, which means, “stone of help”. He told the people to always remember that God had helped them there. He said, “Up to this point, God has helped us.” It is good for us to mark the times in our lives when God has helped us. These memories will help us to trust Him when new problems and challenges come. He has proven that He is faithful, and able to help us. We need to depend upon Him to do what He has done before.
13. Samuel judged Israel for the rest of his life. Israel experienced many years of peace and safety. He built an altar at his home in the town of Ramah. Every year he traveled around the country, so the people could come to him with questions. As he grew old, he made his two sons to be judges, also. He wanted them to continue as judges after he was gone. Unfortunately, his sons did not follow in his footsteps. They were dishonest. They took bribes and did not make fair judgments. The people did not want these sons to be their judges.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 82 - “Give Us a King”.
