Lesson 81 worksheet - Israel: Give Us a King
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When the Philistines took the Ark of the Covenant away from the Israelites, it was a terrible defeat for the nation of Israel. They lost their military strength, because the 



 was completely scattered. They lost their leaders, because Eli the high priest and his two sons died that same day. They lost their place of 



, because the Philistines destroyed Shiloh, where the Tabernacle 
had been set up. The Israelites said, “The 



 is departed from Israel”. God allowed all this to happen because Israel had turned away from Him.
2. For the next twenty years, Samuel traveled around the country preaching the word 
of God to the people. He urged them to 



 of their sin and return to God. During this time, Samson began to fight against the Philistines, but Israel was still under the control of the enemy. Finally, the people listened to Samuel, and 
assembled at Mizpeh for a 



 meeting. At this same time, Samson, who had been captured and blinded by the Philistines, pulled down the building where all the Philistine leaders were worshipping their false god. 




 of them were killed.

3. Even though Samson 



 in the collapse of the building, the Philistine army was angry that an Israelite had attacked them. They heard that the Israelites were gathered at Mizpeh, and they marched out to fight against them. 
When they were ready for battle, Samuel 


. God sent powerful 



 to frighten and confuse the Philistines. The Israelites were able to easily chase and defeat them. The Philistines were never able to invade Israel again.
4. Samuel judged Israel for the rest of his life. He was a wise and honest judge. He 
wanted his two sons to become judges, too, but they were not 


 like Samuel. They accepted bribes and did not judge fairly. (1Sam. 8) When Samuel was old, all the leaders of Israel came to his house to talk about what would happen after 
he was gone. He suggested that his 


 would continue to be judges. The Israelites did not like this idea. They said, “Your sons are not like you. They are 
dishonest. We do not want them to be our judges. Other nations have 
. Why can’t we have a king? We want you to choose a king for us, like all the other nations have.”
5. Samuel did not like the idea of a king for Israel. God’s 


 had always been the authority for the nation. God Himself was the King of Israel. A human king would rule the land according to his own ideas, and his word would be the law. This was not God’s plan for Israel. Samuel prayed that God would show him 
what to tell the people. God told Samuel, “



 to the people, and do what they want. They have not rejected you, but they have rejected me. Ever since they came out of Egypt, they have been disobedient and rebellious. I will give 
them a king, but he will not be 



 for them. Someday they will be sorry that they did not let God be their King.”
6. God told Samuel all about the things that a king would do. He told Samuel to carefully explain these things to the people, so that they would know all about the 



 that a king would bring to them. Samuel met with the leaders of 
Israel and gave them a long lecture about why a king is more 
 
than he is worth. Samuel said, “The king will take your 


 away from you. He will appoint them to drive his chariots and to ride his horses. He will make some of them work for him as his messengers. He will make some of them serve in the army, and some of them will be military officers.”

7. Samuel said, “The king will take some of your sons away from your family farms, 
and make them work on his royal farms. They will 


 his fields, and plant and harvest his crops. He will take some of your sons away to be craftsmen in 
his workshops. They will build chariots and other 



 of war for him. Your king will take your daughters away from you, too. He will make them work 
in his kitchens as 



, bakers, and candy makers.”
8. Samuel told Israel’s leaders, “Your king will have the authority to take your 



 away from you. He will take your best fields, vineyards, and oliveyards away from you, and he will give them to his favorite servants. He will 
collect 


 from you. He will take ten percent of your seed and your grapes, and give them to the officers that serve him. He will take away the servants that work for you, and your donkeys, and he will make them work for him. You will be sorry that you have chosen a king. When you realize how foolish you have been, you 
will cry out to God, but He will not 



 to you then. You have made your choice, and you will have to live with the results.”

9. The leaders of Israel heard Samuel’s warning. They should have realized how much they were going to lose. Until this time, they had lived a peaceful agricultural 
life in Israel. Every man was 


 to farm his own land, and to sit in the shade of his own fig tree, and to eat from his own grape vine. The law of God was 
fair, and it applied equally to 



. Every man could expect his sons to help him work on the farm, and when he was old, he could enjoy seeing his children and his grandchildren live on the farm with him, and they could take care of him. A king would take all of this peaceful freedom away from them. They would 
have to live by his 



, instead of making their own plans.

10. The Israelites did not care what Samuel said. They still wanted a king. They 
wanted to be like all the 



 nations. It is very foolish to want to do something just because other people are doing it. Israel was a special nation, chosen by God to be an example to the world. They should have been glad that they 
were not like any other nation, but they were embarrassed to be 
. When foreigners boasted of the glory of their kings, Israel was ashamed that they had no human king. They should have said, “Our king is the mighty God of creation! 
He is much 



 than any other king!” Instead, they were willing to give up a perfect King in exchange for a sinful king.
11. The people told Samuel, “We want a 


! We want to be like all the other nations. We want our king to judge us, and to lead us, and to 



 our battles.” Samuel told the Lord that the people had chosen to have a king. God told Samuel to listen to them and to give them a king. Samuel told 
the people to go home and 


 until God showed them who their new king would be.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 82 - “Losing Donkeys and Finding a King”.
