Lesson 83 worksheet - Israel: Losing Donkeys and Finding a King
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Samuel was a good judge of Israel, but his sons were dishonest. The Israelites did not want Samuel’s sons to be their judges. When Samuel got old, the people asked him if they could have a king, like other nations had. God did not want Israel to have a human king. He wanted to be their king. He wanted them to be ruled by the word of His law, not by the word of a man. The people were stubborn, and insisted that they wanted a king. They wanted to be just like all the other nations, but God wanted them to be unique and special, not like any nation on earth.
2. God told Samuel to let the people have what they wanted, but to warn them that they would be sorry they had a king. Samuel explained that a king would take away their sons and daughters to work for him. A king would take away their property, and collect taxes from them. Someday, the people would cry out to God, and regret that they had chosen a king, but God would not listen to them. Be careful what you ask God to give you. Make sure that you do not ask for selfish reasons. It is best to pray as Jesus did, when He said, “Not my will, but Thine be done”.
3. Samuel told the people that God had decided to allow them to have a king, even though it was not the best idea. He told them to go home and wait for God to show them who their king would be. The people went home and took care of their regular business. At this time, a man named Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, lost some of his donkeys. He sent his son Saul, together with one of his servants, to look for the donkeys. Saul was a very impressive young man. He was handsome, strong, and tall. In fact, he was the tallest man in Israel. The rest of the men of Israel were only as tall as his shoulders. We would say that Saul was “head and shoulders above the crowd”.

4. Saul and the servant looked for the donkeys for three days. They traveled far and wide, but they did not find them. Finally, Saul said, “We have been gone from home for too long. By now, my father has stopped worrying about the donkeys, and he is starting to worry about us. Let’s go home.” The servant did not want to quit so soon. He realized that they were near the home town of Samuel. He told Saul, “There is a man of God in this city. Maybe he can tell us where to look.” They went into the town, and the people told them that Samuel could be found at a feast, where the people were offering a sacrifice.
5. The day before this, God had told Samuel, “Tomorrow at this time I will send you a man from the tribe of Benjamin. You will anoint him to be the king of Israel.” Now Samuel was on his way to the feast, and he noticed a tall young man approaching the city. God told Samuel, “That is the man I told you about. He will be the king.” Saul came to Samuel, and asked him where to find the seer (the prophet). Samuel said, “I am the seer. Come and eat with me at the feast. Do not worry about the donkeys you lost three days ago. They have been found. All Israel has been waiting for you.”
6. Saul was shocked at the words of Samuel. He said, “Why do you speak to me like this? I am from the smallest tribe in Israel, and my family is the least of the families in our tribe.” Saul was very humble. The Bible says that this tall young man was “little in his own eyes”. Samuel brought Saul to the feast, and made him sit in the place of honor. He brought the best portion of meat, and gave it to Saul. Samuel invited Saul to stay at his own house that night, and they had a long talk together.
7. Early the next morning, Samuel had a private meeting with Saul. He took a bottle of oil, and poured it upon his head. This was the anointing, the symbol of God’s approval and power upon someone who was chosen to be a leader. Priests, kings, and prophets were anointed when God chose them. The oil was a symbol of the power of the Holy Spirit of God. The Old Testament foretold that God would send a great deliverer, called the Messiah, which means “the anointed One”. The word “Christ” means the same thing. Jesus Christ began His public ministry when He was baptized. The Holy Spirit came down upon Him, anointing Him as Prophet, Priest, and King.
8. After the anointing, Samuel told Saul, “After you leave here, you will meet two men. They will tell you that the donkeys have been found, and that your father is worried about you. Later, you will meet three men, and one of them will give you two loaves of bread. Then, you will meet a group of prophets. The Spirit of God will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them. You will be turned into another man. God is with you. Then, go to Gilgal and wait seven days. I will meet you there with more instructions.”
9. Everything happened just as Samuel said it would. The Bible says that God gave Saul “another heart”. He was a changed man. When people saw him prophesying with the prophets, they could not believe their eyes. They said, “What has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” Then Saul met his uncle, who asked him where he had been. Saul said he had been looking for the donkeys, and went to Samuel to ask for help. The uncle asked, “What did Samuel say?” Saul said, “He told us that the donkeys were already found.” Saul did not mention that Samuel had anointed him to be king. He was humble.
10. Samuel called all Israel to Mizpeh for a meeting. He told them that God had brought them out of Egypt, and given them the land of promise, but they had rejected God from being their King. Now, God would give them a king, like the other nations. Samuel called for a representative from each tribe to come forward. They had some kind of selection process, probably the casting of lots, and the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. They all understood that the selection was controlled by the will of God. Representatives of the different families of Benjamin were called forward, and after a few more selections, Saul was chosen.
11. They looked around, but Saul was gone! He had hidden himself “among the stuff”. His heart was humble, and he was not eager to stand before the people as the king. They asked God where their king was, and God told them where to find him. They brought him out and showed him to the people. The people were pleased to see how tall and handsome he was. They shouted, “God save the king!” Samuel gave them some final instructions about the rules of the kingdom, and wrote them in a book. He sent all the people home. A group of the men went home with Saul, and they became his loyal followers. God had touched their hearts. Other men complained that they did not like the new king, but Saul did not say anything to them. Usually, it is best to not fight back when people criticize you.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 84 - “The King’s First Battle”.
