Lesson 84 worksheet - Israel: The King’s First Battle
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God had given the people of Israel a perfect law to rule their nation. Through His law, God Himself was the King of Israel. The people did not want to be ruled by God’s law. They wanted to have a human king, like all the other nations. It was foolish for them to desire to be like everybody else. Their God was better than any king on earth, but they rejected Him. In their foolishness, they demanded that God must give them a king. God listened to them, and agreed to do what they wanted, even though He knew it was a bad idea. Samuel the judge told them all about the bad things that a king would do to them.
2. The people waited for God to show them who the new king would be. God told Samuel to choose Saul, the son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin. Saul was a strong and handsome man. He was the tallest man in Israel, but he had a humble heart. When the people met to see their new king, Saul hid himself among the baggage, and the people had to search to find him. He was “little in his own eyes”. Humility is a good quality for a king. Pride causes leaders to turn away from trusting in God.

3. After Saul was presented to the people, everybody went home. Even Saul went home, because there was nothing for him to do at that time. The people lived in peace, and they brought their questions to Samuel the judge. Some of the people believed that Saul was going to be a good king, but others did not think that he was going to be able to do anything. Saul just went home and worked on the farm, and he did not worry about what the critics said about him. He waited for the time when the nation would need his leadership.
4. After some time, Israel faced a crisis. (1Sam. 11) An Ammonite named Nahash brought an army into the country and surrounded the Israelite city of Jabeshgilead. The people of the city were not prepared to fight this army, so they sent messengers to Nahash offering to surrender to him and be his servants. Nahash was a cruel man. He said that he would allow them to surrender, but only if they would let him take out all of their right eyes. Then he would let them live, and they would serve him. The men of Jabeshgilead were very troubled. They asked Nahash if he would give them seven days to decide what to do. 
5. Nahash agreed to wait for the city to answer him. The men of Jabeshgilead sent messengers to tell their new king, Saul, about their trouble. When they came to Saul’s house, he was out in the field working with the cattle. While they waited for him, the messengers told everybody about Nahash, and his threat to take their right eyes. The people were very upset about the news, and they started to weep. When Saul came from the fields and saw them weeping, he asked what the problem was. They told him, and Saul faced the first crisis of his reign as king.
6. The Spirit of God came upon Saul, and gave him wisdom and courage to lead his nation. His heart was filled with a justified anger at the insulting threat of the enemy. He took some oxen, and cut them into pieces, and told messengers to carry these pieces to all parts of Israel. He told them to announce that anyone who did not come and follow Saul and Samuel into battle would be cut in pieces, like those oxen. It was a bold and confident command of the new king. The fear of God came upon all the people, and they came to Saul to join his army.

7. 300,000 men came to join Saul’s army. Saul told the messengers of Jabeshgilead to go home and tell their city that help was on the way. When the men of the city knew that an army would save them, they told Nahash, “We will meet with you tomorrow.” Nahash thought that they were going to surrender to him. He did not know that the king of Israel was coming. Saul divided his army into three parts. They moved into position during the dark of the night, and early in the morning, they attacked Nahash in three different places. They” slew the Ammonites until the heat of the day”. By the time the day was hot, the enemy was so scattered that there were not two of them to be found together anywhere. Saul had won a great victory in the eyes of all Israel.
8. Now that Saul had proven himself to be a great leader, (with God’s help) his loyal followers were very angry at the people who had criticized him. They shouted, “Where are the men who did not want Saul to rule over them? Let’s bring them forth and put them to death!” Saul could have agreed to this, and the men would have died, but he acted wisely. He said, “God has delivered us from our enemies today. Let not any of our people die on this great day of victory.” The people were glad to hear his wise words.
9. Samuel, who was with Saul all during this time of crisis, called for all the people to go to Gilgal and set up the kingdom with an official ceremony. Remember that they had done this earlier, before Saul had proved himself, but now they all wanted to do it again, and start over with new confidence in their king. This time, Saul would not go home to work in the fields. He would take control of the nation and rule over the people.

10. Samuel preached a message to the people as they established their new kingdom. (1Sam. 12) He said, “Now you have a king. I am very old now, and I have served you publicly since I was a child. Have I ever cheated or oppressed any of you?” The people all answered, “No, you have always been honest and good to us!” Then Samuel told them all about the history of Israel. He reminded them that God had brought them out of Egypt, and He gave them Moses to lead them. He told them about the many times that they had turned away from God, and how God had sent enemies to punish them. He reminded them that God had always raised up a judge to lead them out of their troubles.
11. Samuel told the people that God could have delivered them out of this crisis just as He had always done before, but they did not want God to be their King. They rejected God and chose to have a man for a king. Samuel said that if they would follow the Lord, they would have peace and victory with their new king, but if they forgot about God, their king would not be able to help them. He told them that they were wicked and rebellious. Samuel called upon God to show that He was angry with them, and God sent a great thunder and rain.
12. The people were very afraid. They admitted that they had sinned, and they asked Samuel to pray that God would not kill them. Samuel said, “Fear not. You have been wicked, but God will forgive you if you will follow Him. Remember the great things He has done for you. I will pray for you and teach you as long as I live. God will never leave you, but if you will not fear Him and serve Him, you and your king will be destroyed.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 85 - “The Foolish King”.
