Lesson 85 worksheet - Israel: The Foolish King
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When the people of Israel demanded a king, God gave them Saul. He was tall, strong, and handsome, and he had a humble heart. Saul did not immediately begin to rule the nation. He stayed home on the farm until the country was faced with a crisis. When the Ammonites attacked the Israelite city of Jabeshgilead, Saul gathered an army and defeated the enemy. God helped him and gave him wisdom to lead the people. From that time, Saul ruled as king over Israel.
2. After Saul had been king for two years, he decided to attack the Philistines. (1Sam. 13) The Bible does not say that God told him to do this. Apparently this was Saul’s own idea. Maybe he wanted some excitement after two boring years of being king without a crisis. He gathered a small army of 3000 men. 2000 of these were under his command, and the other 1000 were commanded by his son, Jonathan. The 1000 men of Jonathan attacked and defeated a Philistine military camp.

3. This small victory made the Philistines very angry. They had not had any conflict with Israel for many years, since the time they had captured the ark of God. For seven months, the ark had caused terrible plagues in the land of the Philistines, so they sent it back to Israel. Ever since then, the fear of Israel’s God had caused the Philistines to leave Israel alone. Saul’s unexpected attack provoked them to gather a huge army to invade Israel. They came with “thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the sea shore in multitude”.
4. The people of Israel quickly realized that they were in great trouble. Many of them ran and hid in the mountains, in the forests, and in caves. Some of them crossed the Jordan River to escape to the eastern part of the country. The men who were brave enough to fight came to Saul at Gilgal, but they were very afraid. Saul wanted Samuel the prophet to come and pray for him, but Samuel could not come right away. He sent a message to Saul, telling him to wait seven days.
5. Every day that Saul waited, his followers lost more confidence. Many of them began to leave him. After seven days, Saul only had 600 men left. Samuel did not come when Saul expected him. Saul foolishly decided that he needed to offer a sacrifice to God. This was a violation of the law of God. Only the men of the tribe of Levi, like Samuel, were allowed to offer sacrifices to God. Saul was from the tribe of Benjamin, so he was not qualified to offer a sacrifice.
6. As soon as Saul was finished offering the sacrifice, Samuel arrived. Saul went out to meet him. Samuel asked him, “What have you done?” Saul tried to blame everybody but himself. He said, “The people were leaving me, and you didn’t come when I expected you, and the Philistines were gathered to attack, so I forced myself to offer a sacrifice.” Samuel answered, “You have done foolishly. You have not followed God’s commandment. If you would have been obedient, God would have made your kingdom last forever, but now He will take it away from you. God will give the kingdom to another man, who has a heart for the things of God’s own heart.”
7. After Samuel rebuked Saul, he left him, and went to Gibeah, Saul’s hometown, and the place where he ruled as king. Saul and Jonathan, and the six hundred remaining men of Israel’s army, also went home to Gibeah. The great army of Philistines prepared to go through the land of Israel, to take everything valuable away from them. The Israelites were totally unprepared to stop them. They had only six hundred men, and most of them did not have any proper weapons. 

8. For many years, the Philistines had offered blacksmith services to Israel. They made and sharpened all the tools and weapons for the Israelites. By this time, there were no more blacksmiths left in Israel. The Philistine competition had put them all out of business. Saul’s army of six hundred men had no spears, and they only had two swords: one for Saul, and one for Jonathan! Their situation seemed truly hopeless.
9. Jonathan was a brave and good man who trusted in God. Without telling his father, the king, he took a young man with him, and went to look at the Philistine army. He saw them near a narrow passage with high rocks on both sides. Jonathan said to his partner, “Let’s go fight with them! Maybe the Lord will help us. God has no limits. He can save by many or by few.” The young man promised to go wherever Jonathan would go.
10. Jonathan asked God to show them a sign. He would show himself to the Philistines. If they said, “We will come and get you”, then God did not want them to fight. If they said, “Come up and fight us”, then God wanted them to fight, and He would help them. When Jonathan showed himself, the Philistines said, “Come up here, and we will show you something.” Jonathan knew that God was with him. He and the young man went up and attacked the Philistines.

11. Jonathan’s attack was a great success. He and his partner killed twenty men. Then the ground began to tremble. God sent an earthquake to frighten the enemy. Soon, the Philistines were completely confused. They began to fight with one another. There were so many people being killed, that “the multitude melted away”. Back in Saul’s camp, the watchmen reported that something was happening. The enemy army was being destroyed! Saul tried to figure out what was going on. He wondered who could be fighting the Philistines. He counted his soldiers and found that only Jonathan and the young man were missing.
12. Saul was confused. First, he called for the high priest. He asked for the ark of God to be brought to him. Then, he changed his mind. The noise of confusion from the Philistine army was getting louder. Saul decided to attack with his 600 men. They chased the Philistines and killed many of them. The men of Israel who had been hiding saw Saul’s attack, and they came out to join the fight. The Israelites won a great victory that day.
13. Israel’s victory was not as complete as it could have been. When Saul was waiting for the battle to begin, he made another foolish decision. He made a vow to God that nobody in the army would eat any food until God gave them victory. Israel was chasing their enemies and killing them, but the men were weak from hunger. They were not able to finish the battle, and many Philistines escaped from the hungry Israelites.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 86 - “The Disobedient King”.
