Israel lesson 86 - The Disobedient King
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The people of Israel wanted to have a king, because they wanted to be like all the other nations. God told them that it was not a good idea to have a king. His plan, that the country would be ruled by His law, was much better. The people were stubborn, and did not want to listen to God, so He allowed them to have what they wanted. He gave them Saul to be their first king. Saul was strong and tall, and he was humble.
2. After Saul became king, his heart began to change. He attacked the Philistines, even though God did not tell him to do that. Then, the Philistines invaded Israel with a huge army, and Saul offered a sacrifice, thinking that God would help him. Saul broke God’s law, because only the priests or Levites were allowed to offer sacrifices. God told Saul that the kingdom would be taken away from him and given to another man. Most of Saul’s army had deserted him by this time. He only had 600 men and two swords to defend the country against a huge army of Philistines.
3. Saul’s son Jonathan and a young assistant went out to look at the Philistine army. While Jonathan was gone, Saul decided to make a foolish vow that nobody would eat that day. He thought that God might help them because of this vow. God allowed Jonathan and his helper to attack the Philistines, and then He sent an earthquake to confuse the Philistines. Soon the enemy was fighting among themselves, and thousands were dying. Saul and his men attacked, and drove the Philistines out of Israel. They would have had a much greater victory, but Saul’s foolish vow left his men faint with hunger.

4. As the Israelites were chasing the Philistines, they passed through a forest. (1Sam. 14) They found a place with some beehives full of honey. Although the men were very hungry, nobody touched the honey, because they were afraid to break the vow Saul had made. Jonathan saw the honey, reached out his rod, dipped out some honey and ate it. The good honey refreshed him, and “enlightened his eyes”. One of the men told him that the king had put a curse upon anyone who ate that day. Jonathan did not know about the vow, because he was away from camp when the vow was made. Jonathan said that the vow was not good, because the hungry men were too weak to follow the Philistines. They could have won a much greater victory if they had been allowed to eat.
5. The Israelites defeated the Philistines and captured many of their supplies, including many sheep and cattle. The hungry men could not control themselves with so much food all around them. They began to kill the animals and eat the meat raw, with the blood. This was a violation of God’s law. Saul was angry when he saw the hungry men eating raw meat with blood. He made them stop, and then he allowed them to cook some meat to eat, because it was evening, and the day was over.

6. Saul built an altar and asked God if they should follow the Philistines and attack them again in the morning. God would not answer him. Saul understood that there was some sin among his men, and he asked God to show them who was guilty. They cast lots until they found that Jonathan was guilty. Saul said, “What have you done?” Jonathan told how he had tasted the honey in the forest. Saul proclaimed that Jonathan must die. The people were horrified! Jonathan was the great hero of the day, who had bravely attacked the enemy. The people surrounded Jonathan and protected him. They said, “Not one hair of his head shall fall to the ground!” The Israelites went back home without attacking the Philistines any more. They understood that Saul’s vow had brought a curse upon them.
7. In the years to come, Saul fought many wars with the nations that surrounded Israel, including the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Edomites, and other enemies that troubled Israel, especially the Philistines. He was quite successful in these wars, but he needed lots of men to keep his army strong. Just as God had warned them, the king began to take all the strongest young men of Israel away from their homes and farms, so they could fight in his army.
8. One day, Samuel came to Saul with a message from God. (1Sam. 15) It was time to attack the Amalekites, who were descendants of Jacob’s brother, Esau. The Amalekites had been the first people to attack the Israelites when they came out of Egypt. (We remember how the Israelites fought them, while Moses held up his hands and prayed.) God never forgot what they had done to His chosen people, and now it was time to punish them. God told Saul to completely destroy them. He said to kill all the men, women, children, and animals. God said, “Spare them not.” This was not just a regular battle. This was the wrath of God upon a sinful people. God often uses famine, disease, earthquakes, floods and war to judge the nations.

9. Saul had clear instructions from God. He gathered an army of over two hundred thousand men. He sent a message to the Kenites, who lived among the Amalekites, warning them to escape, because they had been friendly to Israel. Then, Saul attacked the Amalekites, and destroyed almost everybody and almost everything. Saul did not kill Agag, their king, and he did not destroy the best of the animals. He disobeyed God’s instructions. God came to Samuel and said, “I am sorry that I made Saul to be the king. He does not follow me, and he does not obey me.” Samuel was very sad to hear that Saul did not obey. He cried all night.
10. In the morning, Samuel went to meet Saul. When they met, Saul was happy. He said, “I have done what God commanded!” Samuel said, “If you did what God said to do, then why do I hear the sounds of sheep and cattle?” Saul explained that they had spared the best of the animals, so they could make sacrifices to God. Samuel told Saul, “Stop and listen to what God has told me about you. When you were little in your own eyes, God made you king of Israel. He told you to destroy the Amalekites. Why didn’t you obey Him? God would rather have your obedience than your sacrifices. Rebellion and stubbornness are sins like witchcraft and idolatry. You have rejected God, so He has rejected you.”

11. Saul tried to blame the sin on the people, but Samuel turned to walk away. Saul grabbed at Samuel’s clothing, and ripped away a piece of it. Samuel said, “God has ripped away your kingdom from you. He has given it to a man who is better than you.” Then, Saul admitted that he had sinned, but it was too late. God would not change His mind. Samuel told Saul to bring king Agag to him. Agag tried to talk of peace, but Samuel did what God commanded. He took a sword and killed king Agag, as Saul should have done. Samuel left Saul, and never came to see him again.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 87 - “The Next King”.
