Israel lesson 87 - The Next King
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Saul was the first king of Israel. At first, he was a good king, because he was humble. Later, he became proud. He made foolish decisions, and he disobeyed God’s instructions. Finally, God said that He would take the kingdom away from Saul, and give it to a better man. Saul continued to reign as king for the rest of his life, but God did not bless him any more. He was the King of Israel for about 40 years.
2. Samuel the prophet never went back to see Saul for the rest of his life. Samuel was very sad that Saul did not turn out to be a good king. For a long time, he wept with a broken heart about Saul’s failure. Finally, God told Samuel, “How long are you going to mourn for Saul? I have rejected him as King of Israel. Take some oil and go to the home of Jesse in Bethlehem. You will anoint one of his sons to be the new king.” Samuel was afraid. He said, “Saul will kill me if he hears that I have anointed a new king.” God told Samuel to go to Bethlehem as if he were offering a normal sacrifice.
3. When Samuel came to Bethlehem, the elders of the town were afraid. This was a small town, and the great prophet did not usually come here. Everybody knew that Samuel had rebuked King Saul, and they did not want to do anything to make the king angry with them. Samuel assured them that he had come in peace to make a sacrifice, and he asked for Jesse and his sons to come to the ceremony. Jesse came with seven of his sons. He introduced Samuel to his son, Eliab. Samuel was very impressed, because Eliab was tall and handsome. He thought, “This must be the new king.”
4. God spoke to Samuel, and told him that Eliab was not the right man to be king. God said, “Do not look at his face, or how tall he is. I have rejected him. I see things that men can not see. Man looks at the outward appearance, but God looks at the heart.” Jesse brought his son Abinadab to meet Samuel, but said, “This is not the one.” Then came the next son, Shammah, but he was not the chosen one, either. All seven of these sons of Jesse came to Samuel, but God had not chosen any of them to be the king.

5. Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” Jesse said that there was one more, but he was the youngest, and he was out in the field watching the sheep. Samuel insisted that this other son must be brought to him. He said, “We will not sit down until he comes.” The youngest son was brought from the field. He was about 15 years old. The Bible tells us that he was “ruddy”, which means that his skin had a fresh and healthy red glow, because of his active outdoor life. He was very handsome, with a beautiful face. God said to Samuel, “This is the one. Anoint him.” His name was David.
6. Jesse and his sons must have been surprised that Samuel would insist upon calling their youngest brother from watching the sheep to come to the formal ceremony of the sacrifice. Probably, there had not been time for David to properly wash himself and to put on his best clothing. The brothers must have been a little embarrassed to see him there. They must have been shocked and amazed to see what happened next. Samuel poured oil upon his head. They all knew that this anointing was a sign that God had chosen David to be the King of Israel.
7. As soon as David was anointed, the Bible says that the Spirit of the Lord came upon him from that day forward. Oil in the Bible is often used as a symbol of the power of the Holy Spirit. We understand that oil is a powerful source of energy. The modern world depends on oil to provide power for industry and transportation. Our factories, automobiles, airplanes, ships, and trains are powered by oil. Even in the ancient world, oil was known to be a source of energy. Oil lamps were used to provide light and heat. When prophets, priests, and kings were anointed with oil, it was a symbol of the Spirit of God, Who gave supernatural power to their service for Him.
8. The power of God’s Spirit in David’s life made him a very exceptional person. He was filled with beautiful music. He began to write wonderful songs, called psalms. These songs were inspired by God, which means that God gave him the words in a supernatural way. These psalms came directly from God, and they are preserved for us in the Bible, exactly as God gave them to David. They are not the words of David; they are the words of God Himself. David was blessed to be the man that God used to write them down for the world to read. David continued to write psalms until he was an old man. God also used some other men to write some of the psalms.

9. The Spirit of God also gave David the ability to play wonderful music on the harp. Even as a young man, he became well known in Israel for his skill in playing the harp. David was not just a man of music; he was also a mighty man of strength. God’s Spirit gave him courage and power to fight. When he was watching the sheep, a lion came, and took one of the lambs. David hit the lion, and rescued the lamb. When the lion attacked him, David caught him by the beard, and killed him. A bear also came to take a lamb, but David killed him, too. These amazing feats remind us of Samson, who also killed a lion in the power of the Spirit of God.
10. When the Spirit of God came upon David, He left King Saul. When Saul became king, he had been anointed. The Spirit of God had been with him, but Saul’s disobedient behavior had offended the Spirit. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit did not dwell permanently in believers. He would come and go at different times. In the New Testament age, the Spirit lives in the body of every believer. We have the promise that He will not leave us, but we are warned not to grieve Him with our sinful actions. (1Cor. 6:19, Heb. 13:5, Eph. 4:30)
11. When God’s Spirit left Saul, an evil spirit came to trouble him. His advisers noticed that he was spiritually oppressed, and they suggested that he might be relieved by listening to peaceful music. Saul asked for a good harp player, and someone recommended David. When David played the harp, Saul was refreshed, and the evil spirit left him. Saul loved David, and kept him at the palace for a while. He did not know that this musician was going to be the next king. He wanted David to become his armor bearer, but for some reason, David eventually went back home.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 88 - “Giant Killer”.
