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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God chose Saul to be the first King of Israel, and gave him a chance to be a good king. God gave him instructions, but Saul did not obey. God told Saul that He would take the 
kingdom away from him and give it to a 



 man. That better man was David. God told Samuel to anoint David to be the new king, but Saul did not know about this. The Spirit of the Lord left Saul and came upon David. Then, Saul was troubled by an 


 spirit. David came to play the harp for Saul, and the music helped Saul to feel 
better. David was able to play wonderful 



 because the Spirit of the Lord was upon him. Saul did not know that his harp player would be the next king.
2. David stayed with King Saul for some time. He played music, but he also received some 



 training. We do not know how long David was with Saul, but after some 
time, the 


 of the Philistines came to invade Israel. (1Sam. 17) The three oldest brothers of David went to join Saul’s army. David, the youngest son, went back home 
to his father, and took care of the 


.
3. The two armies met at the 


 of Elah. The Philistines camped on a mountain on one side of the valley, and the Israelites camped on a mountain on the other side of the valley. In the morning, as they prepared their plans for battle, a mighty man walked out of the Philistine camp, down into the valley. He shouted, “I am Goliath, champion of the Philistine army! Why should our armies fight a battle? Choose a man to be your 
champion. If he can 


 me, we will surrender to you, and be your servants, but if I kill him, then you must surrender to us and serve us. I defy the armies of Israel! Give 
me a man, and we will 



!”
4. Goliath was a very mighty warrior. He was a 


, who stood about 3 meters tall. He wore a brass helmet, and a brass coat of armor, that weighed about 57 kilograms. His legs and his neck were also protected by brass armor. He carried a large 



, and a spear with a heavy shaft “like a weaver’s beam”. The iron head of the spear weighed about 7 kilograms. He had an assistant, who carried a shield in front of him. When Goliath called out his challenge to fight, the Israelites were very 



 of him.
5. We know that Saul was the 



 man in Israel. He was “head and shoulders” higher than any of his men. As the leader of his army, he should have been the champion to fight Goliath. Saul did not answer the challenge. Goliath returned to the Philistine camp. Everyone on both sides knew that the men of Israel were acting like 
cowards. That evening, Goliath came 



 to the valley and repeated his challenge. Nobody answered him. Again, he had proven that Israel was afraid. The next morning and evening, Goliath came back and challenged again. He came back every 
morning and evening for 


 days. This was very discouraging for Israel. They could see that their king did not know what to do.
6. David’s father, Jesse, wanted some 



 from his sons in the army. He told David to bring them some food, and to find out if they were well. David found someone 
else to watch the 



, and he carried the food to the army camp. He found his brothers, and while he was talking to them, Goliath came out and shouted his challenge again. David was shocked to see how the Israelite soldiers ran away from him. He said, “How can this Philistine dare to defy the army of the living God? Somebody ought to go down 
there and 


 him!”
7. David’s oldest brother did not like David’s brave words. He scolded him, and told him to go 
back 



 and care for the sheep. David continued to say that 


 was strong enough to help them kill the giant. Somebody told King Saul what David was saying, and Saul asked to talk to him. David told Saul, “Nobody should be afraid of that giant. I will fight him if nobody else will.” Saul told him that a boy could not fight an experienced 
warrior. David told how God had given him power to kill a lion and a 


 that had attacked his sheep. He said, “The Lord who delivered me from the lion and the bear will deliver me from this Philistine.”
8. Saul could see that God really was with David. Nobody else in the army trusted God like 
David did. Saul was encouraged to 


 that God really could use this boy to kill the giant. He gave David permission to go and fight. Saul gave David his own armor and 



, but David said, “I cannot fight with these. I am not used to them.” He took them off and went down into the valley with his shepherd’s stick and his sling. He picked 
up five smooth 



 from the brook that ran through the valley.
9. When Goliath saw this shepherd boy coming to him, he cursed him and made fun of him. 
He said, “Am I a 


, that you come after me with a stick? I will feed your body to the birds and the beasts!” David answered boldly, “You have a sword, a spear, and a 
shield, but I have the 


 of the God of Israel. He will help me to kill you. I will 
take your head off, and I will feed the bodies of your 



 to the birds and the beasts. All the earth shall know about the God of Israel!”

10. Goliath moved forward to attack David. David ran toward Goliath, and shot a stone at him 
from his sling. The stone hit Goliath in the only place that was not 




 by armor – his forehead. The stone sunk into his forehead and knocked him unconscious. Goliath fell to the ground upon his face. David had no sword, so he ran to Goliath, picked up 
his sword, and cut off his 


. The Philistine army did not surrender to Israel, as 
they had promised. They ran away in fear. The Israelites took 



 from David’s victory, and chased the Philistines out of Israel, and killed many of them.
11. David kept the 


 of Goliath as a trophy. He gave the armor and weapons of Goliath as an offering to the Lord. Saul was very impressed with David’s victory, but he did not recognize him. David must have looked very different on the field of battle that he did when he was quietly playing the harp for the king. Saul had promised to give great riches to 
any man who would kill the giant. He also promised to give his daughter to 


 that man, and he promised to “make his father’s house free in Israel”. This means that his 
father’s family would not have to pay any more 


. After the battle, David came to Saul, with Goliath’s head in his hand. Saul asked David, “Who is your father?” David answered, “I am the son of Jesse of Bethlehem.”
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 89 - “The Jealous King”.
