Israel lesson 89 - The Jealous King
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Saul, the first King of Israel, was a good king at first, but later he became proud and disobedient to God’s commands. God told Saul that He would take the kingdom away from Saul and give it to a better man. Young David was secretly anointed to be the next king. The Spirit of God was with David, and gave him the ability to play beautiful music. David was chosen to play his harp for King Saul.
2. God’s Spirit also gave David the power to bravely fight. He killed a lion and a bear that attacked his father’s sheep. When the Philistine giant, Goliath, challenged the army of Israel, only David was willing to fight him. He knocked the giant unconscious with a stone from his sling, and then he cut off Goliath’s head. David’s spectacular victory gave courage to the Israelite army, and they drove the Philistines out of Israel.
3. David instantly became the greatest young hero and celebrity of Israel. (1Sam. 18) Saul immediately made him a military officer in his army. The Holy Spirit of God was upon David, and he successfully completed every mission that Saul gave him. David behaved himself wisely. He became very popular. All the people of Israel loved him. All of Saul’s servants loved him. Saul’s son, Jonathan, became David’s closest friend.

4. When Saul’s army came home from the great victory over the Philistines, the people met them in every city with cheers and songs and dances of celebration. David was the great hero of the battle, so he was placed in a prominent position of the parade. The women sang a song praising the greatness of David. They sang, “Saul has killed thousands, but David has killed tens of thousands!”
5. Saul was angry that David was praised more than he was. He thought, “David has stolen the hearts of the people away from me. Now he might steal my kingdom away, too.” Saul was overcome by jealousy, and he looked at David as his enemy. A good leader should always be glad to have successful men working for him. A weak leader wants to have all the glory and attention for himself, and cannot stand to share it with his helpers.
6. When Saul was disobedient and sinful, he opened up his life to the troubling influence of an evil spirit. Saul was very jealous when he returned home, and the evil spirit came upon him. He shouted and screamed in anger, not able to control himself. David came to play the harp for Saul, to try to calm his troubled soul. Saul threw a javelin at David, shouting, “I will pin him to the wall!”, but David moved just in time, and the javelin hit the wall. David came back again to play the harp, and Saul threw the javelin at him a second time. God helped David move out of the way again.
7. Saul recognized that God was with David. He realized that God had left him. Saul was afraid of David. He put David in charge of 1000 men, and sent him out to fight difficult battles. He thought that David would eventually be killed, but David did not die. He fought bravely and wisely, and he won great victories in the eyes of all Israel. He became more popular than ever. Saul was even more afraid of him.
8. Saul thought of another plan to kill David. He offered to let David marry his older daughter. David was humble, and he protested that he was just a poor man, not worthy to marry a king’s daughter. Besides, said David, he would not be able to pay the expensive dowry required for a king’s daughter. Saul gave his older daughter to marry another man, but then he offered to let David marry his younger daughter, Michal. Saul said that David could pay the dowry by killing 100 Philistines. He thought that David would surely be killed trying to do this.

9. David decided that he could prove himself worthy of the king’s daughter if he would perform this brave deed. He and his men went into enemy territory, and killed 200 Philistines! He brought the proofs of this victory to King Saul. His brave deed made him even more popular in Israel. Now Saul was even more jealous and afraid of David. He could see that God was with David, and he saw that his daughter loved David. Saul had no choice but to allow David to marry his daughter.
10. Saul thought that David was his greatest enemy. He continued to send David to fight the most difficult battles, but David always behaved wisely. He won great victories, and all Israel knew that David was the greatest of all of Saul’s men. Saul called all of his leaders together, including his son Jonathan, and told them that David must be killed. (1Sam. 19) Jonathan was shocked! He knew that David was the best and most loyal of Saul’s men. Jonathan was also David’s best friend. He warned David to hide, while he tried to talk to his father, the king.
11. Jonathan had a long talk with Saul. He reminded him of all the good things that David had done for him. He told him that it would be a sin for him to shed the innocent blood of faithful David. Saul listened to Jonathan, and promised that he would not kill David. Jonathan brought David back to the king, and it seemed like all would be peaceful between them again. David continued to lead the army of Israel in successful battles against the Philistines.

12. After a while, the evil spirit came upon Saul again. He sat in his house, in a bad mood, with his javelin in his hand. David came to play the harp, to try to comfort him. Saul tried to kill David with the javelin, but David slipped away as Saul drove the javelin deep into the wall. David went home, but he and his wife Michal noticed that men were posted outside the door of his home to kill him when he came out. Michal helped him escape out of the window late at night.
13. In the morning, messengers from the king came to take David. Michal told them that he was sick in bed. Saul commanded that the men bring him in his bed. Michal put some pillows and other things in the bed and covered them with a blanket, to make it look like David was there. This gave David more time to run away. When Saul found out that he had been tricked, he scolded his daughter, saying, “Why did you help my enemy escape from me?” Michal did not want to admit that she had tricked her father. She lied, and said that David had threatened to kill her if she did not help him escape. 
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 90 - “The Fugitive”.
