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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. King Saul did not follow God’s instructions, and so he became a very unhappy man. The Spirit of God left Saul, and an evil spirit came to disturb him. God said that the kingdom would be given to another man. The Spirit of God came upon David, and God chose him to be the next king. David played the harp for King Saul, and later he killed the Philistine giant, Goliath. Everything that David did was successful, because he obeyed God, and God was with him. All the people of Israel loved and respected David.
2. Saul did not like the way David was becoming so popular. He became so jealous, that he wanted to kill David. Several times, Saul tried to kill David with a javelin, but God always helped David escape safely. Saul’s son Jonathan was David’s best friend, and he tried to tell his father that David was good and loyal, but finally, Saul sent men to David’s house to kill him. David’s wife, Michal, who was also Saul’s daughter, helped David to escape. (1Sam. 19)
3. David looked for a safe place to hide from the angry king. He did not go home to his family, because they would be sure to look for him there, and he did not want to put them in danger. He ran to the home of the old prophet, Samuel, and told him everything that Saul had done. Samuel brought David to the school where the young prophets were trained. Soon, the news came to Saul that David was with Samuel. Saul sent a group of men to capture David. When the men arrived at the school, the young prophets were prophesying, or preaching the word of God. Samuel was standing in his place as their leader.

4. When Saul’s men saw the prophets, and heard them preach, the Spirit of God came upon them, and they also began to preach the word of God. When Saul heard about this, he sent another group of men to capture David. When they came to the school, God’s Spirit came upon them, and they also began to prophesy. Saul sent a third group, and the Spirit caused them to preach, too. Saul was very angry! He said, “If you want a job done right, you have to do it yourself!” He went to find David and capture him by himself.
5. Saul came to Samuel’s home and asked, “Where are Samuel and David?” The people told him that they were at the school of the prophets. Saul went to the school, intending to kill David, but before he could get there, the Spirit of God came upon him, and he began to prophesy. He preached God’s word all along the road, and continued to prophesy when he arrived at the school. He took off his royal robes, and lay down on the floor of the school. He continued to prophesy like this all day long and all night long. David had plenty of time to escape again.
6. David went to find help from his friend, Jonathan. (1Sam. 20) David asked him, “Why is your father, the king, trying to kill me? What have I done wrong?” Jonathan did not know that Saul was trying again to kill David. Saul did not tell him, because he knew that he and David were close friends. David thought of a plan to test the king, to see if he was still angry. He said to Jonathan, “I am expected to attend the special monthly meals with the king tomorrow and the next day. If he notices that I am not there, tell him that I wanted to go and visit my family. If he answers kindly, then we will know that he is not angry with me, but if he answers roughly, then we will know that he wants to kill me.” They agreed to meet three days later, so Jonathan could give a secret signal to tell David to come back to the king’s house, or to run away.
7. Jonathan promised to do what David said, and they made a special vow to always be friends with each other. The next day, Saul noticed that David was not at the meal, but he did not say anything. The following day, Saul asked Jonathan, “Where is David?” Jonathan told how David had asked to go and visit his family. Saul became extremely angry, and said some very insulting things about David and Jonathan. He said that Jonathan would never become king as long as David was alive, and commanded Jonathan to bring David to be killed. Jonathan said that David did not deserve to be killed, and Saul became so angry that he threw a javelin at Jonathan!

8. Jonathan was very angry with his father. He left the dining room, and did not eat anything that day. The next day, he went to give a signal to David that he needed to run away. Jonathan realized that somebody might follow him and try to find David, so he followed the plan that he and David had agreed upon. Jonathan went out to a field to shoot arrows, and he took a boy with him to run after the arrows and bring them back. David was hiding at the edge of the field where he could see and hear everything that was happening. 
9. Jonathan sent the boy out running, and shot an arrow. He and David had agreed that if it was safe for David to return, Jonathan would act like the boy had run past the arrow, and he would shout, “Come back! Come back!” If David needed to run away, Jonathan would act like the boy needed to run further out to find the arrow, and would shout, “Run! Hurry! Go! Go!” Anyone who was watching Jonathan would think that he was just talking to the boy, and would not know that he was giving a message to David.
10. Jonathan shot his arrows and told the boy, “Run! Hurry! Don’t stop!” David could see that it was not safe to stay. The boy brought back the arrows, and Jonathan sent him back to the town. When he was sure that nobody was watching, he went out to meet with David. They wept together, and promised before God to always be true friends, and they promised to always take care of each other’s family in any way possible. Then David ran away, and Jonathan went back home to the king’s house.
11. David took some young men with him, and ran to a place called Nob, where the Tabernacle of God was set up. (1Sam. 21) He came to Ahimelech, the priest, and said, “I am on a secret mission for the king. Do you have any food?” The priest gave him some leftover bread that had been on the table of showbread in the holy place. David asked if the priest had any weapons. The priest said, “All we have is the sword of Goliath, that you gave as an offering to the Lord after you killed him.” David took Goliath’s great sword, and went on his way. One of Saul’s servants, an evil man named Doeg the Edomite, saw David there with the priest.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 91 - “Behind Enemy Lines”.
