Israel lesson 91 - Behind Enemy Lines
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When King Saul became proud and disobedient to God, he lost the blessing of God’s Spirit. Without that blessing, he was not able to make wise decisions. His life was open to the bad influence of an evil spirit. Under this influence, Saul became very jealous of David, and he determined to kill him. Samuel had told Saul that God was going to give the kingdom to another man, and Saul was beginning to realize that David was that man. Saul tried to send David on dangerous missions, so that he would be killed, but David always returned in victory, more popular than before. 

2. Saul tried to kill David several times by throwing a javelin at him, but God helped him to escape each time. Saul sent men to arrest David in his house, but his wife helped him escape. David ran to hide with Samuel at the prophet’s school. Saul sent three different groups of men to arrest David, but God’s Spirit came upon them, and they prophesied. Saul himself went to kill David, and God’s Spirit made Saul prophesy, so David could escape. David secretly consulted with Saul’s son Jonathan, who helped him, and promised to always be his friend. David went to the priest at the tabernacle, who gave him some food, and the sword of Goliath. (1Sam. 21)
3. David did not stay very long with the priest, because he noticed that one of Saul’s servants, Doeg the Edomite, was there. David did not feel safe, because he knew that this man would tell Saul where he was. David began to wonder where he could be safe anywhere in Israel. He was not safe at home with his family, or with the prophet Samuel, or even with the priest at the house of God. In his discouragement and fear, he made an unwise decision. He thought, “If I am not safe in my own country, I will run away to another country.” It seems almost impossible to believe it, but David ran away to the country of Israel’s greatest enemy, the Philistines! He knew that Saul would not dare to come and look for him in enemy territory. David went to the city of Gath, which was the hometown of Goliath!
4. Maybe David thought that nobody would recognize him in Gath. He was wrong. It did not help that he was carrying the huge and famous sword of Goliath. When the Philistines saw him, they said, “Isn’t that David, the mighty warrior king of Israel? He is the best military man in the army of Saul. He is the one they sing songs about. They say of him, ‘Saul has killed thousands, but David has killed tens of thousands.’ What is he doing here?” They brought him to Achish, the king of Gath. David knew that he was in a very dangerous place, in the hands of his enemies. When he heard what the Philistines said about him, he was very afraid.

5. It was not wise for David to go there, but God gave him wisdom to get out of this trap. David began to act like a crazy man. He talked without making any sense. He pretended that he had lost his mind. He made scribbling marks upon the doors, and he let his spit run out of his mouth and down his beard. King Achish had no patience for a madman in his house. He scolded his servants for bringing David to him, and ordered them to send him away. In this way, David was able to escape from the Philistines.
6. David returned to Israel, and found a cave in the country where he could hide. This cave was called Adullam, and it was located in the territory of David’s own tribe of Judah. (1Sam. 22) By this time, many of the people knew that Saul was trying to kill David, and they understood that David was right and Saul was wrong. David’s relatives found out where he was hiding, and they came secretly to join him and help him. Other brave and mighty men who had suffered persecution from Saul also came to David. Soon he had a small army of 400 loyal followers. David brought his parents to live in safety with the king of Moab, who was an enemy of Saul. This king may have been friendly to David because David’s great grandmother, Ruth, came from Moab.
7. A prophet named Gad came to David with a message from God. Probably he came from Samuel’s school of the prophets. Gad told David to get away from his cave and go to hide in a forest in the land of Judah. At this time, Saul had set up a military camp under a tree near his home. He gathered his men together and ordered them to tell him where David was. He scolded them, and told them that they were disloyal if they would not help him to kill David. Doeg the Edomite spoke up and told how he had seen David with the priest. Saul commanded that all the priests should be brought to him.
8. Ahimilech the high priest, and all the other priests, were brought to Saul. The king said, “Why have you conspired against me, to help my enemy David?” Ahimilech was shocked! He said, “I thought David was your most loyal servant. He is your son-in-law, and your most faithful military leader. Everyone knows that he is an honorable man. I had no idea that there was any problem between David and the king. Please believe that I am innocent of any disloyalty to you.” Saul said, “All the priests must die!”
9. Saul commanded his soldiers to kill the priests. They refused, because they knew that Saul was wrong, and they did not want to hurt God’s men. Saul turned to Doeg the Edomite, and told him to kill the priests. Doeg drew his sword and killed 85 priests. Then Doeg went to Nob, the city of the priests, and killed all the men, women, children, and animals that lived there. One of Ahimilech’s sons, named Abiathar, escaped from this massacre, and ran to hide with David. He told David about the slaughter of the priests, and David was very sad. David said, “When I saw Doeg there that day, I knew he would tell Saul. It is because of me that the priests are dead. Stay with me, Abiathar, and I will protect you.”
10. David heard that the Philistines were attacking the Israelite city of Keilah. He wanted to help them, but he asked God what to do. God said, “Go, and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah.” David had 600 men now, but they did not want to come out of hiding. David prayed again and God assured him that they would defeat the Philistines. They killed many Philistines and drove them away. Then Saul heard that David was in Keilah, and made plans to go and capture him there. David could probably have defended himself, because the city had strong walls, but he wondered if the people of Keilah would give him up to Saul. David and Abiathar prayed together, and God told them to leave the city, because the people would give him up to Saul. David escaped to safety again.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 92 - “Don’t Touch God’s Anointed”.
