Israel lesson 92 - Don’t Touch God’s Anointed
Student







Date




Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. King Saul was jealous of David, and tried to kill him. God protected David many times in 
many ways, but finally David had to run away from Saul. David did not think he was 
 anywhere in Israel, so he went to the land of the Philistines for a while. He was captured there, but he escaped by pretending that he had lost his mind. He came back to Israel and found a 
hiding place in the 



 of Adullam. Saul searched for David, still trying to kill him. When Saul heard that David had been with God’s priests, he ordered all of the priests killed. A wicked man named Doeg the Edomite killed the priests and their families, but one priest escaped. This priest, Abiathar, went to David and stayed with him. David and Abiathar 



 together and God told them what to do.
2. David had a group of 


 men with him now, and they were brave warriors. Saul and his army hunted for David every day. David and his men kept moving to different hiding places in the mountains, the forests, and the desert. (1Sam. 23) Sometimes Saul’s son 
Jonathan, who was David’s best 



, went into the woods and found David. They met secretly together and Jonathan encouraged David. He said, “Don’t be afraid. My father the king will never find you. You will be the king someday, and I will be your 



. My father knows this, too.” David and Jonathan promised to always be friends, and to take care of each other’s family.
3. Saul told the people of Israel to help him to find David. He wanted any information he could get about the places where David was hiding. Many times people came to Saul and told him that David was hiding in their area. Every time that Saul came to catch him, David was already 



. God gave David wisdom to move to another place before Saul came. Saul was angry. He told the people, “Watch carefully and find David for me. He is very sneaky!” One
 time, Saul almost caught David. He knew that David was hiding near a 
. As Saul came around the mountain to catch him, David went around the other side of the mountain and escaped. Then Saul caught up with David and surrounded him. Just when it seemed that David would be captured, messengers came running to Saul. They said, “Come 




! The Philistines have invaded the land!” Saul was forced to leave, and go to fight the Philistines. God can even use His enemies to do His work.
4. David went to the desert wilderness and hid in caves in the mountains by the 
 Sea. (1Sam. 24) The people of that area told Saul that David was hiding there. Saul came with his army to search for David. Saul looked everywhere for David. He even went up “upon the 
rocks of the wild goats”, but he did not find him. Finally, Saul decided to 



 for a while in a cave. He did not know that David and his men were hiding in there. They could see Saul, but he could not see them. As Saul was resting, David’s men whispered to him, “Now is your chance to kill Saul! God has delivered him into your hand.” David silently crept up to 
Saul, and cut off the bottom part of Saul’s 



. Saul did not notice, and David went back to his men. Then David felt very guilty that he had cut Saul’s robe. He said, “Shame on me that I have put my hand against God’s anointed king.” David’s men wanted to kill Saul, but David would not allow them to touch him.
5. Saul went out of the cave without knowing that anything had happened. When he was a safe 
distance away, David came out of the cave and 



 to him. Saul turned to look, and David bowed down to him. David said, “Why do you think that I am your enemy? I could have killed you in the cave just now, but I did not hurt you. You see in my hand the part of your robe that I cut off. If you continue to hunt for me, God may punish you, but I will not 



 God’s anointed king.” Saul recognized David, and he began to weep. He 
said, “David, you are more righteous than I am. You were good to me when I did 
 to you. You have proven to me that you are not my enemy. I know that you will be the king. Please promise me that you will be good to my family.” David promised to do so. Saul went home, and David went back to his hiding place.
6. Some time after this, the old prophet Samuel died. (1Sam. 25) All Israel came to his funeral, 
to honor this great and godly man who had served them ever since he was a little 
. Apparently, David was able to safely come to the funeral, because he had made a temporary peace with Saul. Afterwards, David and his men went to the wilderness in the south. At this time 
of year, shepherds brought their 



 to graze in this wilderness, but it was a dangerous place. The Arabs often attacked the shepherds and took some of their sheep. David and his army of men protected the Israelite shepherds, and they would usually give him some 



 in return for the protection.
7. David and his men protected the sheep of a 


 man named Nabal. Later, David heard that Nabal was shearing his sheep, which was usually an occasion for feasting and rejoicing. David sent a message to Nabal, congratulating him for a successful season, and told him how he and his men had protected Nabal’s sheep in the wilderness. He asked Nabal if he 
would 



 some food with David and his men. Nabal was a rude and foolish man. He told David’s messenger, “Who is David, and why should I give him anything? Lots of 
servants run away from their masters these days.” This answer was an 



 to David. According to the customs of the day, Nabal should have given something to the men that had helped to protect his sheep
8. Nabal’s insulting answer made David very 



. He lost his temper and told his men to prepare for battle. He intended to go and kill Nabal. One of Nabal’s men went to Nabal’s wife, Abigail, and told her what happened. Abigail was a wise and beautiful woman, and she knew that her husband had acted foolishly. She quickly gathered a large supply of 



, and went out to meet David upon the road. She did not say anything to her husband. As David came, he was telling his men how he was so angry that he wanted to kill Nabal and his whole family. Abigail came to him and bowed before him. She said, “Please forget what my wicked husband said. Take this food and give it to your men. May God bless you. I know that you will be king someday, and then you will be glad that you did not kill foolish 
men today. Let 


 take revenge on your enemies.”
9. David said to Abigail, “God bless you. Your good advice has kept me from shedding 



 in anger. Go home in peace.” David and his men went back to the wilderness. When Abigail came home, Nabal was having a party, and he was drunk. She did not tell him anything until the next day. When Nabal found out that David had almost killed him, 
he was shocked, and he became very 



. Ten days later, he died. When 
David heard that Nabal was dead, he asked Abigail to 



 him, and she became his wife.

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 93 - “David the Philistine”.
