Israel lesson 94 - The King and the Witch
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. David did not feel safe in Israel, because King Saul tried many times to kill him. David went 
to live in the land of the Philistines, Israel’s greatest 



. David joined the army of the Philistine king Achish of Gath. David and his 600 fighting men were a type of 
“special forces” unit. David lived among the Philistines for more than a 


. Then, the Philistines prepared for a military invasion of Israel, and David wanted to go with 
them, against his own people! The Philistine leaders did not 



 David, and they did not allow him to go to battle with them.
2. The Philistines told David to go 



 to Ziklag, a city that they had given to him and his men. When David and his men came to Ziklag, they found it had been attacked by Amalekites. Their possessions were stolen, their wives and children were captured, and the 
city was 


. God told David to pursue the Amalekites. He and his men caught 
them and recovered all that they had taken, plus a great deal of extra 


. This adventure kept David busy, far away from the battle that was starting in Israel.

3. The large 



 of the Philistines moved in to the central part of Israel, and set up their military camp. King Saul gathered the army of Israel together and prepared to oppose them. (1Sam. 28) When Saul saw the great size of the enemy army, he became very 



. He prayed that God would give him some directions. He hoped that God would send him a prophet or a priest with a word from the Lord, or that God would speak to 
him in a 



, but God would not speak to him. God’s Spirit had left Saul, because he had not obeyed God. If you refuse to listen to God, someday He may stop speaking to you.
4. Saul was filled with fear, and “his heart greatly trembled”. He did not know what to do, and he did not know whom to ask for help. He wished that he could speak to the old and wise 
prophet Samuel, but Samuel was already 


. Saul was so desperate, that he thought of a terrible idea. He told his servants to find a woman that could speak with evil spirits. We would say that a woman like this is a fortune teller, a channeler, a medium, or a 



. In those days, they said that she had a “familiar spirit”. No matter what 
you call it, this kind of activity is directly involved with 



 and his demons. None of God’s people should ever consult with spirits.
5. Saul’s men told him that there was a 



 nearby in the town of Endor. It is very ironic that Saul would seek for a witch, because, as the king, he had enforced laws against witchcraft. He had commanded that all the wizards, and those with familiar spirits, 
should be put to 


. Now he wanted to ask advice from the witch at Endor. He was ashamed to be seen going to a witch, so he disguised himself, and went to her late at 
night. He asked her to use her spirit powers to bring someone up from the 


, so he could speak to him. The woman said, “Don’t you know that King Saul had outlawed these things? I could be killed for doing this. How do I know that you are not trying to trap me?” Saul said, “I promise you before God that you will not be punished.”
6. The witch asked, “Whom do you want me to bring up for you?” Saul said, “Bring up 



.” It is important to understand how these spirit mediums work. They do not really have the power to bring people’s spirits back from the dead. Satan himself can not 
do that. Only 


 has that power. He has the keys of death and Hell. (Rev. 1:18) People whose loved ones have died certainly have a strong desire to speak to them. Spirit mediums make money by promising them a way to contact the dead. Usually, the medium 
uses 



 to fool the person into thinking that the dead person has come. The famous magician, Harry Houdini, investigated many famous mediums, and proved that all of them were using tricks, like a magician would use on the stage.
7. Other spirit mediums may actually have contact with supernatural powers, but these are the 


 spirits of Satan. They cannot really contact the dead, but they may speak with evil spirits that impersonate the dead person. It seems that this is the type of medium to which 
Saul went in Endor. She prepared to summon an evil spirit, who would 


 to be Samuel. She was not ready for what happened next. The real spirit of Samuel came up from the earth! She screamed out in fear, and she suddenly understood that her mysterious 
visitor was really King Saul. She said, “I see ‘gods’ coming up out of the 


, and an old man has come up, wearing a mantle.”
8. Saul knew that this was Samuel. He fell to the ground upon his face. Samuel said, “Why have you disturbed me, to bring me up?” Saul said, “The Philistines have come to make 


, and God will not tell me what to do. I hoped that you would give me advice.” 
Samuel said, “Why do you ask me? God has left you, and He is your 



. He did what he said he would do. He took away your kingdom and He gave it to David. You will lose this battle with the Philistines. Tomorrow, you and your sons will be with me.” Samuel 
prophesied that Saul would come to the place of the 



 the next day.
9. Samuel went away, leaving Saul on the ground, trembling with fear. The witch felt sorry for 
him, and she begged him to 

 something. He had not eaten anything for an entire day and night. At first, he was so troubled that he refused to eat, but the men that came with 
him convinced him to eat some meat and 
 before they left the witch’s house. 

10. The next day, the Philistines attacked Israel with many archers shooting 
. The Israelites ran away from the Philistines, and they tried to regroup on the high ground of Mt. Gilboa. The Philistines caught and killed Saul’s sons, including faithful Jonathan, David’s best friend. Saul was badly wounded by many arrows, and he could see the Philistines 
coming. He told his armorbearer, “Kill me with your 



 before the Philistines get me. They will torture me.” The armorbearer refused to kill him, so Saul took the sword and fell upon it, killing himself. Then the armorbearer killed himself in the same way. There is a Jewish tradition that says Saul’s armorbearer was Doeg the Edomite, and that this 
sword, which killed them both, was the same one that killed the 


 of God. The Bible does not tell us this, but it would be an interesting example of how God’s judgment is always just.
11. The Philistines found the dead bodies of Saul and his sons. They hung the bodies up on 
the 


 of the nearby city of Bethshan. They sent Saul’s armor to their country, and displayed it as a trophy in the houses of their gods. They cut off Saul’s head, and put it in 
the 



 of their false god, Dagon. The Israelite men of Jabeshgilead heard that the bodies of Saul and his sons were on the wall of Bethshan. They remembered how Saul had rescued their city forty years before, when he first became king. They traveled 
all night to recover the bodies, and they brought them home to properly 


 them.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 95 - “The New King Sings a Sad Song”.
