Israel lesson 95 - The New King Sings a Sad Song
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. David went to live with the Philistines, because he was afraid of Saul. The Philistines went to attack Israel, but they would not let David go with them, because they were afraid David would turn against them. Saul was afraid of the Philistines, but God would not talk to him, so he went to consult with a witch. The prophet Samuel came up from the dead to tell Saul that he would lose the battle, and die the next day. Saul’s sons were killed by the Philistines, and Saul killed himself when he was badly wounded.
2. While this battle was going on in Israel, David was far away, fighting another battle. His city of Ziklag was attacked by the Amalekites when he and his 600 men were not there. Their families and all of their possessions were captured, and the city was burned. David and his men chased the Amalekites, defeated them, and recovered everything. They also captured a large amount of extra treasure. They returned home, celebrating their victory, but they did not know that the Philistines had defeated Israel and killed Saul.
3. On the third day after David returned home to Ziklag, a messenger came to him from Israel. (2Sam. 1) His clothing was torn, and he had dirt on his head, which was a sign that he was bringing bad news. David knew that the Philistines had gone to invade Israel, so he asked the man what had happened. The man said, “The people ran away from the battle, and many of them are dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also”. David asked, “How do you know that Saul and Jonathan are dead?” 
4. We know what really happened to Saul, because the Bible tells us. He was badly wounded in battle, hit with many arrows. He saw the Philistines coming, and he asked his armorbearer to kill him, so the Philistines would not torture him. When the armorbearer refused, Saul fell on his sword, and then the armorbearer fell on the sword. The messenger who came to David told a different story. He said, “I just happened by chance to be on mount Gilboa, and there I saw King Saul. He had fallen upon his spear to kill himself, but he was not dead yet. He called to me and said, ‘Please, I beg you, kill me, because I am still alive and in great pain!’ I was sure that he could not live with such awful wounds, so I killed him. I took the crown from his head and his bracelets, to prove to you that my story is true.” 
5. We know that this man was lying. He had found the dead body of Saul before the Philistines came. He stole the valuable crown and bracelets from the king’s body. Then, he decided to tell David that he had killed Saul. He thought that David would be very happy that Saul was dead, so he made up a story that he thought would win him a reward from David. When David heard the news, his heart was broken. He ripped his clothes, and he wept bitterly. All of David’s men did the same thing. They mourned and fasted for Saul and Jonathan, and for all of the Israelites who died.
6. David asked the messenger, “Where do you come from?” The man said, “I am the son of an Amalekite.” David said, “Why were you not afraid to lift your hand to destroy God’s anointed king? Your own mouth has testified against you, and your blood is upon your own head.” David commanded one of his young men to kill the messenger right away. David had refused to touch God’s anointed king, when he could have killed him in self defense. He was not going to allow an Amalekite to kill the King of Israel without being punished. It is interesting that Saul’s crown was taken from him by an Amalekite, because Saul lost his kingdom when he refused to kill the Amalekites, as God commanded. The same Amalekite gave the crown to David, just as God was giving the kingdom to David.
7. David expressed his broken heart by writing a very sad song, called a lamentation. He said, “The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen!” The song is very beautiful, even though it is so sad. He sang, “Do not publish the news in Gath. Let not the daughters of the Philistines rejoice in triumph.” David proclaimed a curse upon Mount Gilboa, where Saul died. The song says, “Let there be no dew or rain upon you, and let not crops grow there, for the shield of the mighty Saul is cast away there, as though he had not been anointed with oil”. To this day, Mount Gilboa is dry and rocky, with very little vegetation.
8. David’s song praised Saul and Jonathan. He said, “The bow of Jonathan and the sword of Saul never returned empty from battle. They were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not divided: they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.” The song reminded the people of the good things Saul had done for the people. “Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel. How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle!” David was especially sad about the death of his friend Jonathan. “I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful.” The song ends with the words, “How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished!”
9. David knew that he was already anointed to be the next King of Israel, but he was not filled with joy. He was humble enough to ask God what he should do next. (2Sam. 2) God told him to return home to Israel, and to live among his own tribe of Judah, in the city of Hebron. David had captured lots of extra treasure from the Amalekites, so he sent gifts to the leaders of the cities of Judah. He said, “Here is a gift for you, which was taken from the enemies of the Lord.” The leaders of Judah were happy to receive these gifts, and they welcomed David and his men back to their land.
10. Israel was disorganized and discouraged, because their king was dead, and they had suffered a major military defeat. The men of the tribe of Judah came to David and anointed him to be the king over their tribe. This was the second time that David was anointed to be king. When Samuel anointed him, he was still a young boy. He did not become the king for many years, but the anointing of God proved that he was chosen, and he was certain to become the king someday. Christians can see that something similar happened with Jesus Christ. When Jesus came to earth as a baby in Bethlehem, he was already the Anointed One of God. The word “Christ” is the same as the word “Messiah”, which means “the Anointed One”. Jesus came the first time to be the suffering Servant, Who died for our sins and rose again. He did not take His place as king then, but He was already chosen, and He was certain to become the king someday. When He returns, He will sit on His throne.

11. David wanted to know what happened to the bodies of Saul and Jonathan. They told him how the men of Jabeshgilead had bravely rescued the bodies from the wall of Bethshan, where the Philistines had hung them. They brought the bodies home with them to Jabeshgilead, and properly buried them there. David sent a message to these brave men. He said, “God bless you for the kindness that you have shown to your master, Saul. I pray that God will be kind to you, and I promise to be kind to you.” David tried to encourage them, and he told them that he had been anointed king of the tribe of Judah.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 96 - “Ishbosheth”.
