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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When David heard that King Saul was dead, he did not rejoice, even though Saul had tried many times to kill him. David was broken hearted that the king of his nation, God’s anointed king, was defeated in battle. He was very sad that his friend Jonathan, Saul’s son, was also killed. He wrote a sad song to express his sorrow. He ordered the immediate execution of a man who claimed to have killed Saul. He sent congratulations to the men who rescued and buried the bodies of Saul and his sons. David’s actions proved that his heart was good and right before God.
2. David had been hiding from Saul in the land of the Philistines, but when Saul died, David returned to Israel. He lived in Hebron, a city of his own tribe of Judah. The men of his tribe anointed him to be the king of the tribe of Judah. The rest of Israel was not so quick to follow David as the new king. The political and military structure of King Saul’s government was still in place. The most powerful man who survived the battle with the Philistines was Abner, the leader of the army. He was an uncle of Saul, and he had been involved in hunting after David to kill him. We remember how Abner had been sleeping when David came into Saul’s camp at night to take his spear and water bottle.
3. Abner wanted to preserve the kingdom of Saul, so he took Ishbosheth, the last surviving son of Saul, and made him king. So, for a time, there were two kings. Judah followed David, and the rest of Israel followed Abner and Ishbosheth. Now that David was a king, he chose his nephew, Joab, to be the leader of the army. Joab was the son of David’s sister Zeruiah. Joab and his brothers, Abishai and Asahel, were energetic heroes in David’s army. They fought bravely, and became famous as “the sons of Zeruiah”.
4. Abner took an army into a territory that was not far from David’s part of the kingdom. David told Joab to take an army to watch him, and to find out what he was doing. These two armies met on opposite sides of a pool of water at the town of Gibeon. Abner challenged Joab to some kind of a contest between the two armies. They selected twelve men from each side and sent them down to “play” in the open space between the armies. We are not sure if this was intended to be a sporting contest or a military battle, but each man grabbed his opponent by the head, and stabbed him in the side with a sword. All of the men on both sides died.
5. This deadly “game” soon turned into a full battle between the two armies. The army of Judah defeated the army of Israel, so that Abner was forced to run away from the battlefield. Asahel, Joab’s brother, chased after Abner. Asahel was famous for his ability to run “as quickly as a wild deer”. Asahel caught up with Abner, and was right behind him, as they ran together. Abner asked, “Aren’t you Asahel?” Asahel answered, “Yes, I am.” Abner said, “Stop following me, or I will have to kill you. Then I will never have peace with your brother, Joab.” Asahel refused to stop chasing him, so Abner hit him with the back end of his spear. The spear went through Asahel’s body at the heart, and killed him instantly.
6. Joab’s army came along, and they were shocked to see the dead body of Asahel. Joab and his other brother, Abishai, continued to chase Abner until the end of the day. Then, Abner and his men gathered at the top of a hill, and Joab’s men came to them. Abner called out to Joab, and made a speech about the bitterness of war. He asked Joab to tell his men to stop pursuing their own countrymen. Joab answered that Abner was the one who had started this fight with his challenge that morning. Joab blew a trumpet, and ordered the men of Judah to stop fighting, and go home.

7. For the next two years, there was war between the kingdoms of David and Ishbosheth. David’s kingdom became gradually stronger, while the other one became weaker. One day, Ishbosheth accused Abner of improper conduct concerning a woman. Abner was very angry. He said, “I have set you up to be the king, and now you treat me like a dog’s head, and accuse me of doing wrong with this woman. I have protected you from David, and this is the way you thank me. I am finished following you. Now I will do what I can to help David be the king of all Israel, as God has promised him.”
8. Ishbosheth was so afraid of Abner, that he could not say a word to answer him. Abner sent a message to David, that he wanted to make peace with him, and to help lead all Israel to follow him. David liked this idea, but he wanted proof that Abner was really on his side. He told Abner, “Before you can meet with me, you must bring back my wife, Michal, Saul’s daughter.” Years earlier, Michal had helped David to escape from Saul. Then Saul gave Michal to be the wife of another man. Abner and Ishbosheth ordered Michal to leave her new husband. When she came, her husband followed her, weeping. Abner told him to go back home, so he went. Michal was given back to David.

9. Abner met with the leaders of the tribes of Israel. He encouraged them to follow David. He reminded them that God had chosen David to be the King of Israel. The leaders of Israel were glad, because they really did want David to be the king. Abner went to Hebron to meet with David, and David made a great banquet to honor Abner. They agreed to work together to unite the nation under David’s leadership. Joab was out of town when Abner came, and Abner left before Joab returned.

10. When Joab came home to Hebron, everybody told him how Abner had come to make an alliance with David. Joab was very angry, because Abner had killed his brother Asahel. Joab went to David and told him, “Do not trust Abner. He has only come to spy on you.” Then Joab sent a message to Abner, that he should come back for another meeting. Abner returned, and Joab took him aside “for a quiet talk”. Then Joab and Abishai killed Abner, in revenge for the death of their brother.

11. David was very sad and shocked when he found out that Abner was dead. He wanted everybody in Israel to know that he did not approve of this murder. He wrote a funeral song to honor Abner, and buried him with honor in Hebron. David himself led the mourners at the funeral, and wept at Abner’s grave. He pronounced a curse upon Joab for this deceitful killing. When Ishbosheth heard that Abner was dead, he was very afraid. He did not know what to do. Two of his servants murdered him in his bed, and brought his head to King David, expecting a reward. David ordered that these men should be executed immediately. All Israel understood that David was not involved in these murders, and all Israel approved of David’s actions. eHH
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Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 97 - “King of All Israel”.
