Israel lesson 97 - King of All Israel
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. After King Saul died in battle, David returned to Israel. The men of his own tribe of Judah chose him to be the king of their tribe. The rest of Israel was not ready to accept David as their king. They followed Abner, Saul’s military leader, and he made Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, to be the king of Israel. There was war between the army of Israel, led by Abner, and the army of Judah, led by Joab. After seven years, Abner and Ishbosheth had a quarrel, and Abner decided to support David as the King of all Israel.
2. Abner advised all the leaders of the tribes of Israel to make David their king. They all thought this was a good idea. Abner met with David, and they agreed to work together to unite the kingdom. Joab, the leader of David’s army, did not know about these negotiations. He hated Abner, because Abner had killed his brother. Joab arranged his own private meeting with Abner, and murdered him. David was shocked that Joab killed Abner, and he made sure that all Israel knew that he did not approve. He buried Abner with honors in the city of Hebron, where David ruled as king of Judah.

3. Soon after Abner died, Ishbosheth was murdered by his own servants. They brought his head to David, expecting a reward. David executed them for their murder. Then, all the leaders of the tribes of Israel came to David and asked him to be the king of the whole nation. (2Sam. 5) They anointed him in Hebron to be the king. This was the third time David was anointed. Samuel anointed him when he was a boy, when God chose him over all of his brothers. Then, he was anointed to be king of the tribe of Judah, and finally, he was anointed to be King of Israel, at the age of thirty.
4. For the first seven years of his reign, David lived in the city of Hebron. It was a historic old city of Israel. Abraham had lived there, and he purchased a field with a cave, as a place to bury his wife, Sarah. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are all buried there with their wives. The town sits in the valley of Eshcol, where the 12 spies of Moses found huge clusters of grapes. Joshua captured the city from the Canaanites, and gave it to Caleb, one of the spies. Hebron was a lovely town in the countryside, but David did not think it was not a good place to be the capital of his kingdom. He preferred a place in the mountains that would be a military fortress, easy to defend, and difficult to attack.
5. David knew just where he would like to establish his capital city. When he was a boy in Bethlehem, there was a mountain fortress of the Jebusites in the area, called Jebus, or Jerusalem. In the days of Joshua, the Israelites fought against the city, and burned it, but they did not drive out all of the Jebusites. Over the years, the Jebusites took advantage of the good position to build it back into a strong walled city. David wanted to capture the city, and make it the capital of Israel. The Jebusites had such strong walls, that they believed nobody could ever successfully attack them. To prove their confidence, they posted blind and lame people to guard the walls.
6. David knew that Jerusalem had a weak point in its defenses. There was an underground tunnel, through which water flowed from the inside of the city to the outside. Perhaps David knew of this tunnel from his explorations as a boy. He gathered his army to attack Jerusalem, but the Jebusites laughed at him. They did not think there was any way he could enter their strong walls. David told his men about the water tunnel, and promised that the first man to go up the tunnel and attack the Jebusites would be the leader of the army. Joab, the nephew of David, climbed up the tunnel and led the attack. Jerusalem was captured, and David made it his royal city.
7. Jerusalem sits high in the mountains of Israel. The city sits on two mountains, Mount Zion, and Mount Moriah. It is also a very historic place, because Abraham brought his son Isaac to Mount Moriah, to offer him as a sacrifice. We remember how God did not let Abraham kill his son, but gave him a ram as a substitute sacrifice. David lived in a fortress on Mount Zion, and called it “the City of David”. He built up Jerusalem, and it became the most important city in Israel.
8. When the Philistines heard that David was the new king of Israel, they decided to test him with an invasion. Perhaps they thought the new king was not experienced enough to stop them. David was experienced, and he was a mighty warrior, but he went to God and asked Him what to do. God told him, “Go fight them, and you will defeat them.” David led the army of Israel against the Philistines, and won a great victory. He drove them out of Israel, and they left their idols behind them. David burned the idols of the Philistines.

9. The Philistines came back to invade Israel. David was humble enough to ask God for directions again. God said, “Do not go directly down to the field of battle. Go around behind them, and come through the forest of mulberry trees. When you hear a rustling sound in the tops of the trees, then you will know that I am sending my army of angels to attack them. Then, go out and fight them.” David did what God said, and Israel won a great victory.
10. These two victories made David think about how important it was to ask God for His advice. He called all of the leaders of Israel together, and told them, “The ark of the covenant was taken away by the Philistines many years ago. It was returned to us, but it has been sitting in a private house for all these years. When Saul was king, we did not go to the ark to ask for God’s help. I think it would be good for us to bring the ark to Jerusalem, and honor God by putting His ark in a special place.” The leaders agreed that the ark should be brought to Jerusalem.
11. David led a great crowd to the house in Kirjathjearim, where the ark was. They loaded the ark on a new cart to bring it to Jerusalem, but this was a big mistake. The law of Moses said that only the Levites were allowed to move the ark, and they must carry on their shoulders with special poles. David led a grand parade as they moved the ark. A great crowd of Israelites marched along with the ark, singing songs, and playing music on all kinds of instruments. It was a joyful celebration. Then, they came to a place where the road was bumpy. The cart began to rock back and forth, and one of the men put his hand on the ark to keep it from falling off the cart. This was another violation of God’s law. God killed him instantly. All of a sudden, the music stopped. Everyone was afraid, because God had killed the man for touching the ark. David was very fearful and discouraged, and he ordered the ark to be put in a nearby house. David was a little bit angry at God for spoiling their holiday.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 98 - “Bringing the Ark Home”.
