Israel lesson 98 - Bringing the Ark Home
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When Saul died, David came home to Israel and became the king of his own tribe of 
Judah. He ruled from the city of 



. Seven years later, all the tribes of Israel came together to make David the king of the whole nation. Then, he captured the 
Jebusite city of Jerusalem, and made it the capital of the 



 kingdom. Soon, the Philistines invaded Israel, but David fought them twice, and won great victories 
both times. Before he fought these battles, he asked 



 for instructions, and God told him just what to do.
2. When David thought about the importance of asking God for help, he remembered that the 
holy 


 of the Covenant had been neglected by the nation for many years. It had 
been sitting in a private 




 ever since it was returned, after it was captured by the Philistines. David thought that it would be good to bring the Ark to Jerusalem, and honor God by putting the Ark in a special place. David wanted to be able to 
come to the Ark and ask for God’s 



.
3. The Law of God was very specific about how to 



 the Ark. It had special poles that the Levites would use to carry it on their shoulders. (Ex. 25:10-14) Only the Levites of the family of Kohath were allowed to carry the Ark. (Num. 4:15) The other parts of the tabernacle were carried by other families of the Levites, and Moses gave them 




 to move those things, but the Kohathites were not allowed to use wagons. They were commanded to carry things on their shoulders. (Num. 7:6-10) When the Ark was captured by the Philistines many years earlier, it caused great plagues of death to come upon them. After seven months, they decided to send the Ark back to Israel. They put 
the Ark on a 




, and sent it back to Israel. (1Sam. 6:8) It is not surprising that the Philistines did not follow God’s instructions. They were heathen idol worshippers, and they did not know any better.
4. When the ark came back to Israel, the men who found it moved it from the cart, and set it 
on a rock. They knew God’s rules, and they found 



 to carry the Ark from the cart to the rock. (1Sam. 6:14-15) Many Israelites looked into the Ark, and God killed 
them. The men of that place were 



 of the Ark, so they asked the men of Kirjathjearim to take it away. The men of Kirjathjearim came and carried the Ark to their town. (1Sam. 6:21-7:1 - The men who carried the ark must have been Levites.) The Ark 
stayed in a private 



 for many years. It was still there when David decided to bring it to Jerusalem.
5. David took 


 men to get the Ark. You would think that somebody in that great crowd would have known the Bible well enough to know that the Ark should be carried 
by Levites. Instead, they put the Ark on a 



. (2Sam. 6:1-3) They followed the methods of the Philistines instead of the instructions of God. It seems like it would be more convenient to use a cart, than to use poles to carry the heavy Ark. We are 
often tempted to try to do God’s 



 according to the modern methods of the unsaved world. It is always best to use the old fashioned methods of God’s word.
6. The cart with the Ark traveled for a while, until it came to a bumpy part of the road. One of 
the men put his 


 on the Ark to keep it from falling off the cart, and God killed him immediately. The happy parade stopped, and the celebrating people quit singing their joyful songs. Everyone was very afraid, even David. They put the Ark in a nearby house, and 
David was 



 with God for spoiling their holiday. The Ark stayed in that house for three months. God greatly blessed that house while the Ark was there. Somebody 
told David about the blessing on the house, and he was encouraged to try 


 to bring the Ark to Jerusalem.
7. This time, David must have studied the 


 of God to learn how to properly move the Ark. He admitted that he had done wrong the first time. He brought some Levites 
with him, and they 




 the Ark on their shoulders. (1Chr. 15:1-3) When they had carried it six paces, David stopped them, and offered sacrifices to God to 
thank Him for not 




 anybody this time. (2Sa 6:12-13) They continued to carry the Ark all the way to Jerusalem. (1Ch 15:11-15)
8. David and all the people were filled with 


 when they brought the Ark into Jerusalem. This was a symbol of victory for their nation. It was a symbol of God’s presence returning to be among them. The people shouted for joy. They sang loud and happy songs. 
They played 




 with trumpets, cornets, cymbals, psalteries, and harps. They praised God with all their power. David became so happy, that he began to 
“



 before the Lord with all his might”. He put aside his royal garments, and wore a simple linen robe.

9. David’s dance was not the same as modern dancing. He simply leaped and 
 up and down for joy, as he sang and shouted praises to God. Modern dancing is usually sinful, because it moves the body in a way that attracts attention to the body in a 



 way, or it brings together the bodies of men and women who are not married to each other. It is wrong for men and women who are not married to touch one another. This kind of dancing in not holy, and it leads to adultery and other forms of sin. 
David’s dance was a 


 one, which did not attract improper attention to his body, or bring him into contact with any women that were not married to him.
10. David’s 


, Michal, the daughter of King Saul, did not join the great celebration as the Ark came into Jerusalem. We do not really know why, but it is possible 
that she was not a true 




 of God. We remember how she once helped David escape from her father, Saul. She said that he was sick, and put an “image” in 
his bed to trick the king’s men. It is possible that this image was an 


 that she kept in the house for worship. For whatever reason, she was not happy that the Ark was coming to Jerusalem.

11. Michal was especially unhappy about the way David was 



. As the daughter of a king, she had her own ideas about how a king should behave with serious dignity. She was ashamed that David had taken off his royal garments. She was embarrassed that he would wear a simple linen robe in front of all the people. She did not 
like the undignified way that he was leaping and 



. She watched all this from the window of her house, and she “despised him in her heart”. When the celebration was over, and David came home, she made fun of him in a cruel way. She said that he had shamelessly uncovered himself in front of the lowest people in the kingdom. 
David was 




 at the disrespectful accusation of his wife. He told her that he had been praising the Lord, and he would continue to praise Him. Their quarrel broke the relationship between them, and he put her aside, never to live with her again.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 99 - “A House for the Lord”.
