Israel lesson 99 - A House for the Lord
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. After David became king of all Israel, he moved the headquarters of his government from Hebron to Jerusalem. He built up the walls and fortifications of the new capital city, and it became the most important city in Israel. He brought the holy Ark of God to the city and placed it in a special tent. The old tabernacle, from the days of Moses, was still being used in Gibeon. Some of the priests and Levites stayed in Gibeon to offer sacrifices on the altar, and to take care of the table of showbread, the incense altar, and the golden candlestick. Other priests and Levites came to Jerusalem to take care of the Ark. Part of their job was to praise the Lord and make music. The musicians and singers became famous for their great musical skill.
2. The Ark came into Jerusalem, carried by the Levites. Thousands of people came with it, rejoicing and singing praise to God. King David put aside his royal garments and danced with all his might, wearing a simple linen robe. His wife Michal watched the parade from her window, and she was embarrassed and ashamed of David. We remember another time when she was at a window, some years earlier. Her father, King Saul, was trying to kill David, and she helped him escape from a window. She had loved him then, but now she sat at another window and despised him in her heart. When David came home, she said many unkind words to him about his “shameless” behavior. David answered with angry words, and their marriage was broken apart.

3. A great ceremony was held in Jerusalem to celebrate the coming of the Ark. Many sacrifices were offered to God. Every person was given a loaf of bread, a good portion of meat, and something good to drink. The orchestra and choir gave a concert of wonderful music to praise the Lord. David wrote a new psalm for the occasion, and he gave it to the Levite choir, who sang it for the people. (1Chr. 16) The choir leader, Asaph, was a famous man of music.
4. David’s kingdom was now enjoying peace and prosperity. His major enemies had been defeated, and some of the neighboring kingdoms wanted to have friendly relations with Israel. One of the closest allies to David was Hiram, the King of Tyre, to the north. Hiram’s kingdom was rich in resources. They controlled the cedar forests of Lebanon, and they had a navy that brought in treasures from around the world. Hiram also had many skillful craftsmen and architects who could build beautiful buildings and furnishings. Hiram sent ambassadors to Jerusalem to congratulate David for the success of his kingdom. He sent him some wonderful cedar wood, and some carpenters and stone workers to help build a great house for David. (1Chr. 14)
5. When David’s house was finished, he was able to relax for a while. His life had been full of danger and adventure for many years, but now he was a wealthy king with a big and beautiful house. His kingdom was prosperous and peaceful. One day he was sitting in his house with his guest, Nathan the prophet of God. (2Sam. 7) It must have been pleasant to be in a house made of sweet smelling cedar. They were talking about the new house, and the Ark, when David had a serious thought. He said to Nathan, “I am living in a big house of cedar, while God’s holy Ark is in a tent. Somehow that does not seem right. I think I should build a beautiful and permanent house for God’s Ark.” Nathan thought that was a wonderful idea that would honor the Lord. He encouraged David to go ahead and build a temple for God.
6. Nathan and David did not ask God if they should build a temple. That night, God came to Nathan and spoke to him. He said, “Go and tell David that he may not build a house for me. Ever since I brought Israel out of Egypt, My presence has been in a tent. Did I ever tell the Israelites that they should build a house of cedar for me? Tell David that I brought him from following the sheep, to make him the leader of My people, Israel. I was with him everywhere he went, and I cut off his enemies before him. I have made his name great, like the great men of the earth. I will make the people of Israel to live safely in their land forever. After David is dead, I will lift up his son to be the King of Israel, and that son will build a house for me. His descendants will be kings of Israel, and the throne of David will last forever.”
7. This message from God is often called the covenant of David. It was more than just a simple answer about whether David should build a temple. It was a profound statement of prophecy, that the kingdom of Israel would always be ruled by a descendant of David. This message from God is very important, like the promises that God made to Abraham and Moses. Some would say that this prophecy did not come true, since the kingdom of Israel was destroyed many years ago, and they have not had a king for thousands of years. The prophecy is true, and it will be fulfilled when Jesus Christ comes back at the Battle of Armageddon. He will be the King in Jerusalem. Although Jesus is the Son of God, He is, according to the flesh, a descendant of David. His kingdom will last forever.
8. Nathan told David all that God had said. God also told David that he could not build a temple because he was a man of war, and he had shed much blood. (1Chr. 22:8) David was not angry that God would not allow Him to build a temple. He was humble and thankful that God had been so good to him. He was amazed that God would promise to make his descendants to be kings of an everlasting kingdom. David prayed a long and humble prayer of praise and thanks to God.
9. David decided that if he could not build the temple for God, he could at least dedicate the rest of his life to collecting the materials to build it. He fought several wars with the enemy nations that surrounded him, such as the Philistines, Moabites, Syrians, Ammonites, and Amalekites, and he captured great amounts of treasure from them. He collected huge quantities of silver, gold, and brass, and he dedicated them to the building of the temple. He made some of the conquered nations pay taxes to him, and these riches were put in storage for the future temple.
10. These were some of the greatest days of David’s kingdom. He expanded the borders of Israel. He was undefeated in battle. He conquered his enemies on every side. He was one of the most successful and famous men in the world. He gave the honor and the glory to God, and the Bible says that the Lord preserved David wherever he went. The best plan for national security and economic prosperity is to honor God and obey His word.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 100 - “David’s Mighty Men”.
