Bible Lessons About Israel
Here are some Bible study lessons about Israel. I developed them to use in our Baptist mission here in Oryol, Russia. Most of our services are conducted in Russian, but we have an English Bible study on Thursday nights. None of our people are native English speakers, so I prepare a worksheet each week to help them follow the lecture. The worksheets are the same as these lessons, except the key bold words are replaced with blank spaces. Students follow along as I read the lesson, and they fill in the blanks. This lets them practice listening, reading, and writing in English as they learn. We look up the scripture references and take turns reading the verses.

I am teaching our Russian people that you cannot properly understand the Bible if you do not know a lot about Israel. We take a Biblical position about Israel. We believe that they are God’s chosen people. We do not agree with so-called “replacement theology”, which teaches that Christians have replaced the Jews as God’s people. The Bible covenants with Israel are everlasting. God will fulfill all of His promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, and all the prophets.
We strongly believe that Israel’s land belongs forever to the Jewish people, and to nobody else. God gave it to Jacob’s seed for an everlasting possession. This scriptural conviction leads us to the politically incorrect conclusion that Israel should not give up any land in efforts to make peace. We do not believe that any land of Israel should be called “occupied territory”. It is their land. (If the west bank of the Jordan River is occupied territory, then New York City is occupied territory.) God gave Israel a title deed to their land in the Holy Scriptures.
We believe that God’s promises to Abraham are still in force. God blesses those who bless Israel and curses those who curse Israel. Therefore, we would never support any actions that would do harm to any Jews, individually or collectively. As Baptists, we have the blessed historical distinction of not participating in persecution of Jews. We denounce the history of mistreatment of the Jewish people by the Catholics and the Orthodox. The crusaders murdered or forcibly converted Jews. They called the Jews “Christ killers”. We Baptists do not recognize that as true Christianity. We truly want to be a blessing to Jews. We hope that Jewish people will see that we are their friends.

Some of the material in these lessons may be offensive to Jews. I think most of them are reasonable and tolerant enough to understand that Christians see symbols of Jesus Christ all through the Bible, even if Jews do not agree with that interpretation. I think most Jews would expect that point of view from a Christian, and would not be surprised or offended by it. I tell our people that we worship the Lord God of Israel.
So far, we have finished 100 lessons, and I am sure there will be many more to come. They are basically in chronological order, and we have not even entered the Promised Land yet! We studied the religious and civil Law of Moses in some detail for 23 lessons. I am posting the lessons on my website, with worksheets and other study aids, for anyone to use as they wish. I tried to be careful not to use difficult vocabulary words. Some of the lessons may have Russian words in parentheses to clarify unfamiliar words. 
http://donossewaarde.com/Ministry/literature/Israel_Lessons.htm
I hope these lessons are a blessing to you. Surely there are some mistakes in them that I have missed. I welcome your comments and suggestions. 
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