Lesson 6 worksheet – Proverbs: Money and Business
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God’s wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord. (Prov. 1:7) Wise people avoid bad companions. (Prov. 1:10-19) Wisdom is calling to us. (Prov. 1:20-33) Wisdom helps you avoid the trap of immorality. (Prov. 2:16-19) Wise parents teach their children self control, which gives them a good reputation. (Prov. 22:1, 6)
2. As we learn wisdom from the Bible, you must learn to trust what God says, even if it does not make sense to you. If you live according to your own understanding, you will make foolish decisions. (Prov. 3:5) In everything that happens in your life, you need to acknowledge God. (Prov. 3:6) Give Him the credit for every good thing. Recognize that He is working through every thing that is unpleasant. Thank Him for everything. He has promised to guide your life if you acknowledge Him.
3. As you try to live in the light of God’s wisdom, you must humble yourself and realize that your own wisdom is not good enough to make the right decisions. (Prov. 3:7-8) Wisdom starts with the fear of God that keeps you away from evil. This kind of wisdom promotes good physical health.

4. Proverbs 3:9-10 says that we should honor God with our substance. (material things, money) We might think that money is not spiritual, but the Bible has a lot to say about it. If we honor God with the firstfruits of our increase, He will increase our finances so that we have all we need and more.
5. God owns everything. (Psalm 50:10-12) He is the source of all our material blessings. (James 1:17) He created us. He gives us the opportunity, the physical strength, and the mental ability to make money. (Deut. 8:18) He promises to feed and clothe us. (Ps. 37:23-25, Mt 6:31-33)
6. God decided that we should provide for our material needs by working honestly. (Gen. 3:19) We should never steal. (Eph 4:28)  People who will not work do not have a right to eat. (2Th 3:10-12) God tells us to learn from the ant, who works hard. (Pro. 6:6-8) Diligence (hard work) is profitable. (Prov 10:4, 21:5)
7. Laziness will lead to financial failure. (Prov. 24:30-34) The sluggard (a lazy, slothful man) does not work, so he does not have what he needs. (Prov. 20:4) He makes excuses for not working, “too cold, too dangerous, too tired”. (Prov. 6:9-11, 26:13-16) Lazy workers are very irritating to those who depend on them. (Prov. 10:26)
8. We ought to be honest in all our business deals. (Prov. 11:1) If you owe money to someone, pay them on time. (Prov. 3:27-28) It is wrong to give or to accept a bribe to influence authority in your favor. (Prov. 17:23, Ex. 23:8)
9. Avoid going into debt, especially for somebody else. If you are in debt, work hard to pay it off as quickly as possible. (Prov. 6:1-5)

10. Do not seek to be rich. (Prov. 23:4-5) You can have money, but don’t let money have you. Don’t try to get quick money. (Prov. 28:20) If it comes quickly, it will probably go quickly. Understand that material things are temporary. Take care of them while you have them. (Prov. 27:23-27, 12:27)  
11. Do not trust in riches; trust God. (Prov. 11:28, 1Tim 6:17, Luke 12:16-21) God allows some of His people to be rich, but for most people it is best to be not too rich and not too poor. (Prov. 30:7-9) Rich people are tempted to forget God. Poor people are tempted to curse God and to steal.
12. God owns everything, but he allows us to use most of what He gives us for our own needs and desires. He requires us to give the tithe (10%) back to him. (Lev. 27:30, 32) If we don’t give the tithe, we rob God. (Mal. 3:8-9) God also wants us to give an offering to Him; as much as we want to, above the tithe, of a free will. If we give God the tithe and an offering, He promises to open the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing. (Mal. 3:10-12)
13. We should use our money to be generous to others who have needs. (Prov. 11:24-25, 19:17, 1Tim 6:17-18) Generosity should always be the choice of the giver. It should never be forced. (2Cor. 9:7)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 7 - “Friendship”.
