Lesson 7 worksheet – Proverbs: Friendship
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. We study the Proverbs of Solomon because we want to be wise. Wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord. (Prov. 1:7) We learned to avoid bad companions. (Prov. 1:10-19) We benefit by listening when wisdom calls to us. (Prov. 1:20-33) Wisdom helps us avoid the trap of immorality. (Prov. 2:16-19) Self control gives us a good reputation. (Prov. 22:1, 6) We can honor God with our money. (Prov. 3:9-10)
2. Wisdom helps us to have good relationships with other people in our lives. Wise people know how to get along with family members, co-workers, neighbors, and people with whom they do business. All of these relationships are important ones, but there is something very special and unique about the relationship of a friend.
3. Every one of us would like to have a friend.  Proverbs 18:24 says you must be a friend if you want to have friends. You should always try to be a good friend instead of trying to make your friends be good to you. Friendship can be a closer bond than a blood relationship. Jesus is the closest friend.

4. A friend loves no matter what happens. (Prov. 17:17) Friends are especially needed in bad times.

5. A friend will tell you the truth even if it is painful. (Prov. 27:6) Someone who says nice things to you when you need rebuke is not your friend. A friend gives you good advice that makes your life more healthy and pleasant. (Prov. 27:9) Don’t forsake your friends when they need you. (Prov. 27:10) Don’t forsake friends of your family. Don’t seek help from far away relatives when you have friends nearby that want to help you. Be considerate to your friends. Don’t be rude and inappropriate (Prov. 27:10) Being with a good friend will make you a better person. (Prov. 27:17)
6. A friend does not spread bad news about his friend – he hopes nobody ever finds out. (Prov. 17:9) A wicked gossip can separate friends from each other (Prov. 16:28)

7. Friends have strong influence for good or bad. A friend can influence you to get away from God. (Deut. 13:6) Amnon’s friend taught him how to sin. (2Sam. 13:1-19)

8. God talked to Moses as a friend. (Ex. 33:11) A friend is someone you can talk to. A person with a wise heart and wise words will be a valuable friend that even a king wants to have with him. (Prov. 22:11)

9. A friend is happy when good things happen to his friend. (Jn. 3:29) A friend is sad when his friend is sad. (Ps 35:11-14) You can treat enemies as your friends. Friends come to comfort you when you are in trouble. (Job 2:11-13) It is often best to just be there, you don’t have to say anything. A friend shows pity in time of affliction. (Job 6:14) He takes the side of his friend, and judges with mercy. He gives him the benefit of the doubt, even makes excuses for him. Job’s friends did wrong by assuming that he was to blame for his troubles. (Job 16:20) God will bless you if you pray for friends that did you wrong. (Job 42:10)

10. A friend will go to God, his friend, to pray for his friend that has a need. (Luke 11:5-8) Friends pray for each other. Friends trust each other and eat together. (Ps. 41:9) When they are not faithful to you, it hurts. Friends do not take advantage of their friends. (Lk. 14:10) They allow the other to show them kindness without expecting or presuming it.

11. You like people who give you things. (Prov. 19:6) Friends give. If you are rich, you never really know who your friends are. (Prov. 14:20, 19:4, 19:7)
12. It is best not to co-sign a loan, even for a friend, but if you do, be ready to pay it off quickly. (Prov. 17:18, 6:1)

13. Married people should be friends. (Song of Sol. 5:16) Employers should treat employees fairly, as friends. (Mt 20:13) You should even treat your worst enemies as you would treat a friend. Jesus called Judas “friend” (Mt. 26:50)

14. Jesus is a friend of sinners. (Mt. 11:19) Abraham was God’s friend. (2Ch 20:7) You become God’s friend by faith. (James 2:23) God makes His friends righteous. The greatest thing a friend could do is give his life for you. (Jn. 15:13-15) We show friendship to Jesus when we obey Him. Jesus calls us friends instead of servants. He tells us what He is doing.

15. You can’t be a friend of this sinful world and still be the right kind of friend to God. (James 4:4)

16. Jesus wants us to tell our friends about what He has done for us. (Mk. 5:19) Friends get their friends to come and hear about Jesus. (Acts 10:24)

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 8 - “Marriage”.
